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Do we need (or to put It another way) do we want an Armenian Numismatic Society? 
It seems we can find time for other things and other places to invest our available funds 
but something that promotes Armenian numismatics is considered last by most of us. 

One hundred years from now. our money will have been invested by ourselves and 
our heirs into things that do not reflect our Armenian background nor will they 
promote any part of the Armenian nation which is now again emerging. 

We. as members of the Armenian Numismatic Society, are fortimate to have among 
us a scholar who donates his time and energy into almost all of the work that is being 
done currently for all our publications. Mr. Y. T. Nercessian. our secretary and editor is 
the scholar among us who has for many years written and published books and articles 
on Armenian coins, medals, and bank notes. He has done this unselfishly and deserves 
our support. 

Support for our Society’s expenses come mostly from our membership, individuals 
like you and me. Membership dues is not sufficient to cover organization's expenses. 
The following are some of the things and costs for the Society that have occurred during 
the past year: 

1. Printing and postage costs have gone up. 

2. Quality and volume of our journal has improved dramatically. 

3. We have purchased a new laser printer for the computer that is printing these 
publications. The laser printer and software cost about $3000. 

Asking for money for the Society is difficult especially after the Christmas season. 
But the Armenian Numismatic Society has a special mission to perform; research and 
pubhcation of Armenian numismatic literature. We need your financial help for this 
worthy cause. 

Coiild we count on your support? 
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EDITORIAL 


Sincerely. 



Arthur Jemukian. 
President 



(individuals and institutions) $1 0.00 per year. Back issues available. 
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LETTERS 


[Concerning the format of our Journal] I prefer 8 1/2 "xl I'Tormat, with 12-20 pages. 

Levon A. Saryan 
Greenfield, WI 

Editor's Comments: In our case, we opted the present format because it is economical. 
6"x9" format would be desirable for the following reasons: 

1 . To the best of my knowledge, all scholarly periodicals are adapting to the 
commercially printed 6"x9" format. 

2 . Oversize publications are associated with storage problem in most libraries. In the 
UCLA Research Library, they have shelves for books with a standard height. Oversized 
books have a separate location and not in the regular numbering sequence (although 
not out of sequence among oversized book stacks). 

3 . Spacing between two 6" lines needs to be much wider than those for 4.5" Lines. 
Otherwise it will not be as easy to read. 

4 . Commercial book manufacturing houses print text or plates on large paper and fold 
them to form the pages. Each printed sheet, folded to form a section of a book, is called a 
"signature." Each signature consists of 32 pages. The customer receives the most for his 
money if he can fill 32 pages. Commercially the cost of printing 32 pages at 6"x9" is less 
expensive than printing a comparable amount of material on 24 pages when each page 
is 8 1/2 "xll". 

...Have you ever thought of changing the Armenian Numismatic Society into 
Armenian Numismatic and Philatelic Society? It would increase our number of 
members and provide more material for our journal. It will also bring to attention 
collections and knowledge that might be hidden or xmknown.... 

Paul Bedoukian 
Wilton, CT 

Editor's Comments: There is a philatelic society in Armenia. I suppose a philatelic 
society can be organized In the diaspora also. But some one else should organize it and 
not the editor of Armenian Numismatic Society. If I were to serve two organizations, I 
could not do either one justice. It would not have been possible to publish any books as 
we have done during the past decade. However, no one has ever submitted an article on 
stamps to have it turned away. If you recall, the name of our organization was 
Armenian Numismatic and Artifact Society. Yet no work was done on Art. Therefore, 
by default it became a numismatic society and eveiyone decided to have a name 
reflecting that activity, numismatics. 

...bed Join J[unp t iun.iu2uigtii^ uinhri^&hi^ fihpniuinuanhuiuitiG fiiuixnpn.niJ Cnilipniiud fiiuipfilifiu 
iu2luvunuiCpiuj[iG q.npdniGtnija-biuG: ...fbnG SiupiuqJiqhiuGp |ip oqGiul^uiG dhnpp JhljGhg U. 
4 uiiuiuimuG[i fihnniuinuunhump-huiJp Ghpl^u^llugphg Tu. U. lTm 2 bqhiuGti niq|iG; <tuiqnpqmJp 
inhuiuqpnihg diuiguatGJi i[P^i iqiufiiniJ t U’ni2bqbiuG[i Join uhpniGqGbpfi fiiuJiup: 

bl»t ifiCt RGiupiuinpnip-jiiG, luiqiu U’ni2tiqbiuGp i|iua|uup niGfi mqiupljbi^ 2 bq lujq uibuiuduununtGp 
l)i2iuiniul^ jipbGtig: 

bG^ i[bpiupbpniJ t Gpiu iunnq 2 i^i<’^C i(lifiiul^|iG, luigiu 2uiwi inl^iup t) ^Giujuid qpiuG 2 '^P^^'■Cl^i^^lJ 
t qnpdbj^ umiuGg i^ub^ni pd|i2l<Gbp[i uipqbi^pGbpjiG:... 

UGiufiJiin lTni2bqbiuG 
bpUuiG 

I am very pleased with the quality of production from your new laser printer. 
Acquiring it was a good move. 

George Shirinian 
Mississauga, ON 
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A HOARD OF LEVON ill TAKVORINS 

By Y. T. Nercessian 


Historical Background 

Levon III, king of Cilician Armenia (1301-1307), took the helm of the Armenian government at 
a time of considerable internal and external turmoil. Levon was the son of Prince Toros, one of the 
brothers of King Hetoum II (1289-1305), and the grandson of King Levon II (1270-1289). 
Following the death of Levon II, the royal throne was assumed by Hetoum II, whose temperament 
and interest leaned towards the contemplative life of the monastery rather than leadership of the 
kingdom. After a series of internecine struggles, Levon was appointed co-ruler in 1301.^ Levon 
was accepted as king by the Armenians and called "king" in a contemporary manuscript dated 
1302 although his official coronation did not take place until 1306.2 Both Hetoum and Levon were 
treacherously murdered by their Mongol allies on November 17, 1307. P. Z. Bedoukian writes 
perhaps this crime was committed at the instigation of the Armenian nationalists who resented 
the rapprochement between Hetoum II, his nephew Levon III, and the Catholic church.^ Hetoum's 
fourth brother, Oshin, rushed to Anazarpus and drove out the Mongol general and his troops 
Upon Oshin's complaint, the Great Khan had the Mongol general decapitated. 

The coinage of Levon III exists in three denominations;'* debased silver takvorins,® silver half 
trams,® and two types of copper coins (king seated on a bench and king seated in oriental fashion) 
known as kardez.^ The copper coins were used primarily for domestic transactions; the takvorin 
was the basic currency for international trade as well as domestic circulation. Since Levon's coins 
are numerous, it is logical to assume that they were issued over a period of several years and not 
just the one and one half years from his coronation to death. 


The economic decline of Armenia is clearly reflected in Levon Ill's coinage. If one compares 
the silver coins of Levon III with those of Levon I, Hetoum I, and Levon II, the extent of the decline 
becomes readily apparent.® Levon I issued seven types of silver coins; they were the pride and 
glory of Armenia. Hetoum I issued six types of silver coins, which like those of Levon I all had a 
high and consistent silver fineness. Levon II struck attractive new trams, following which the 
obverse design of Armenian silver coinage remained essentially frozen (with a few exceptions 
however). The takvorins of Levon ill (Obv.: equestrian. Rev.: lion to right) froze both the obverse 
and reverse designs of the silver coinage of his successors (Oshin, Levon IV, Guy, Gosdantin ill 
Levon the Usurper, and Gosdantin IV) for the next 70 years to the end of the kingdom If we 
disregard the few very rare half trams which have reached us, basically, Levon III issued only 
talworin type silver coin for international commerce. He was the first king whose coins were 
debased even before the beginning of his official reign, and the silver fineness reduced to nearly 

fifty percent. Equally important, the styling and quality of workmanship declined even though it is 
much superior to those of later kings. 


■ ^ Armenia [hereafter CC/1] (New York, 1962; Armenian edition Vienna 1963- 
1965^, pp. 245-246, V. M. Kurkjian, A History of Armenia (New York, 1964), pp. 253-254. 

Armenian) ^^'’onicles of the Thirteenth to Eighteenth Century (Yerevan, 1956), Vol. II, pp. 193-194 (in 

® P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, pp.91-92. 

'* ibid. 

® ibid., pp. 336-347, Nos. 1734-1806. 

Hetoum It. Levon III. 

P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, pp. 144-217, Nos. 123-694; 235-273, Nos. 842-1273; 290-304, Nos. 1429-1521. 
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Takvorin (silver coin) description: 

Obv.: The king is on horseback to right, holding the reins with his left hand, and with his right, a 

cross or royal staff which extends over his shoulder. The obverse circular Armenian in 
scription reads, 

-KbbfTu f9‘U9*UbnP 4U3na (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Sometimes the Armenian letters fl and P are combined into a ligatured letter (V . 

Rev.: The Armenian lion is walking to right and facing right with a cross behind him. The reverse 

circular Armenian inscription reads, 

•tCh'ubUL h <RU 0,11.44*0 UhU t (struck in the city of Sis). 

Although the coins of Levon III are not rare, only one takvorin hoard (of 64 coins) belonging to 
this king has been reported to date.® Not a single in-depth study of any size Levon III silver hoard 
has been published. The significance and value of the hoard reported below to Armenian 
numismatics is thus readily apparent. 


Comments on the Hoard 

The importance of hoards in numismatic research cannot be overemphasized. Dr. Paul Z. 
Bedoukian, in his 1987 booklet entitled Armenian Coin Hoards, expresses the hope that his 
treatise “will encourage numismatists to preserve records of other hoards before they are 
dispersed.^® Earlier, in 1972, Bedoukian composed an important study of a late Cilician Armenian 
hoard in which he expounds in a detailed fashion on the importance of hoard records in 
numismatic study." Both of these studies left a lasting impression on this writer, as well as a moral 
obligation to record any hoard on paper before it was dispersed to various collectors.^^ 

Collecting and recording hoard evidence requires detailed cataloguing including the 
preparation of obverse-reverse design drawings and inscribing the obverse-reverse legends, all 
of which is tedious and time consuming work. If, however, such hoard studies can eventually lead 
to a solution of the chronological problem of Armenian coins, the result will be definitely worth the 
effort. The student needs to keep in mind that with the exception of the bilingual silver coins of 
Hetoum 1, Armenian coins do not bear any kind of date. 

In April of 1990, the author purchased a parcel of Armenian silver coins which included 401 
trams of Levon I, 32 trams of Levon II, and 109 takvorins of Levon III. Information pertaining to 
hoard provenance, circumstances of unearthing, etc. was not available. The wholesaler who sold 
the entire parcel, claims that the Levon III portion of the parcel was an entire hoard. However, he 
does not deny that it is very hard to trust the people who unearthed the coins and sold them to 
him. An examination of the parcel revealed that it contained more than one hoard, possibly as 
many as four hoards plus some intruders. For this reason, the coins of various kings have been 
catalogued separately for publication. 

The hoard under study consists of 109 pieces, most of which grade in the range of F+ (fine 
plus) to VF+ (very fine plus). A hoard of this size should have included some coins grading EF 
(extremely fine) or better. Even those coins of VF+ grade did not include very desirable types 
coveted by advanced collectors. It is thus apparent that the hoard has been picked over for 
commercial purposes with rare types of better grade having been removed before it reached this 
writer. It is in fact very rare for a hoard to reach the student intact without having first been picked 


® P. Z. Bedoukian, Armenian Coin Hoards (Los Angeles, 1987), p. 51, No. 41. 

ibid., p. 7. ...... 

" P. Z. Bedoukian, 'An Important Hoard of Gosdantin III, Levon the Usurper, and Gosdantin IV of Cilician Armenia, 
Haigazian Armenological Review, Vol. Ill (1972), pp. 151-183 (in Armenian); also in Selected Numismatic Studies 
([henceforth SNS\ Los Angeles, 1981), pp. 452-483. 

^^The author operates a mail order Armenian coin business. 
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over for the most desirable pieces, but in spite of this the hoard does contain much information of 
value to collectors, students, and posterity. 


Cataloguing the Hoard 

Dr. Bedoukian's classification scheme according to completeness of legend, was followed 
to arrange the coins of Levon III in Table I. The first column in the catalogue gives the assigned 
specimen number. The second column references the corpus number of Bedoukian's Coinage 
of Cilician Armenia. The obverse Armenian legend is at the top of the block of coins, starting with 
specimen number. The reverse Armenian inscription is printed in the third column. The fourth and 
fifth columns indicate the obverse style and reverse design patterns, respectively (see Figures 1 
and 2.). Column six is the weight of the coin in grams. The columns seven and eight give the 
obverse-reverse die varieties. Note that odd numbers have been assigned to the obverse dies 
and even numbers to the reverse dies. An asterisk in the last column indicates the specimens 
illustrated in the plate. 

Table II cross-references the obverse style and reverse design patterns to the plates. 
Photographs of selected coins displaying those patterns are illustrated in the plates. 


Table I. Levon III takvorin catalogue 


No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

PI 

4Lt?Ni‘u ^^'uq.u^np 4U3na 







001 

1734 

-hOh'ubUl h 'ftUaU-R'u UhU t 

1b 

A1 

2.62 

01 

02 

* 

002 

1734 

-tChTibUL h 'ftUaU-R'b UhU t 

1b 

A13 

2.57 

01 

04 


003 

1734 

-hOh'ubUL h 'RUaU'Rii UhU t 

1b 

A13 

2.53 

01 

04 

* 

004 

1734 

-fOMibUl h ■RUaU'R'u UhU t 

1b 

A13 

2.51 

01 

04 


005 

1734 

■fOh'ijbUL h -ftUaU'R'u UhU t 

1b 

A6 

2.49 

01 

06 


006 

1734 

+€h‘uUUL h -ftUaU'R'u UhU t 

1b 

A6 

2.63 

01 

06 

it 

007 

1734 

+Oh‘ut?UL h 'RUau-ft'u UhU t 

1b 

A6 

2.42 

01 

06 


008 

1734 

+0h\ibUL h >RUaU>R\. UhU t 

1c 

A1 

2.40 

03 

08 


009 

1734 

-t^hliUUL h -ftUT.U'ft'u Uhlt 

1c 

A10 

2.57 

03 

10 

it 

010 

1736V 

-tCh'uUL h Uh 

1c 

B1 

1.97 

03 

12 

* 

oil 

1736 

+Ch‘ut?Ul, h >RUaU-A‘u UhU 

1c 

A2 

2.55 

05 

14 


012 

1736 

+Ch‘ubUL h -ftUaU'R'u UhU 

la 

A2 

2.50 

07 

14 

it 

013 

1736V 

-tChliUUL h «RUaU«R‘b IhU 

la 

A3 

2.62 

07 

16 


014 

1736V 

•fOhlitUL h 'RUT.U'A'u IhU 

la 

A3 

2.49 

07 

16 

★ 

015 

1739 

-h0h\jt?UL h 'RUaU'ft'u U 

la 

A1 

2.55 

07 

18 


+ii?bn‘u ^^'uq^u^np Auana 







016 

1740 

-hOh'uUUL h 'AU0,U'ft‘u UhU t 

2a 

A1 

2.69 

09 

20 


017 

1740 

+Ch‘ubUL h 'ftUaU.’A'u UhU t 

2a 

A6 

2.64 

09 

22 


018 

1740 

-fSh'ubUL h •ftUT.U'R'u UhU t 

2a 

A10 

2.43 

09 

24 

★ 

019 

1740 

-hehlibUL h 'RUaU'A'u UhU t 

3b 

B2 

2.53 

11 

26 

* 

020 

1740 

-fChTiUUL h 'ftU'TU'R'u UhU t 

3b 

B2 

2.46 

11 

26 


021 

1740 

-hOh'uUUL h 'RUaU'ft'u UhU t 

3b 

B2 

2.43 

11 

26 


022 

1740 

-hOh'ubUL h 'AUT.U'ft'u UhU t 

3b 

A10 

2.42 

11 

24 


023 

1741 

-h0h\jbUL h -ftUaU-R\j UhU 

2c 

A2 

2.40 

13 

14 



tho PP- Nos. 1734-1806. The hoard includes some coins which are not classified in 

^ cojius. Where possible, the closest Bedoukian number has been chosen and the letter "V is attached to 


it. Where impossible, a new Bedoukian number has been created. 
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No Bed No Reverse Legend ♦ t Wt Obv/Rev Die PI 


024 

1741 

-fCP'otfUL b >RUaU-ft‘u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.56 

15 

14 

025 

1741 

+Ob‘ut?Ul b •RUaU'ft'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.63 

15 

14 

026 

1741 

+Cb‘ut;Ul b •RUaU'R'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.53 

15 

14 

027 

1741 

-fOb'liUUl b •RUO.U'R'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.42 

15 

14 

028 

1741 

+0b‘ut;Ul b 'RUaU'R'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.40 

15 

14 

029 

1741 

-fOb'uUUL b •RUT.U-R'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.38 

15 

14 

030 

1741 

+0b‘ut;UL b -RUaU'R'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.42 

15 

14 

031 

1741 

-fCbYiUUl b 'ftUaU-R’ij UbU 

2a 

A4 

2.40 

09 

28 

032 

1741 

+eb‘uUUL b -RU'XU'R'u bU 

2c 

A7 

2.41 

13 

26 

033 

1743 

+Cb‘ut;UL b 'RUaU'ft'u Ub 

2c 

A2 

2.42 

13 

30 

034 

1743 

-fCb'uUUl b -RUaU-ftl. Ub 

2c 

A2 

2.51 

13 

30 

035 

1743 

+Cb‘uUUL b -ftUaU'ft'e Ub 

2c 

A2 

2.46 

13 

30 

036 

1743 

+Gb‘uUUl b -RUaU-RY. Ub 

3b 

All 

2.54 

17 

32 

037 

1744 

+0b‘ut?UL b -RUaU-Rli lb 

3b 

A7 

2.54 

15 

34 

038 

1745 

-fCb'uUUl b ^lUaU'R'u U 

3b 

A2 

2.63 

15 

36 

039 

1745 

-tCb'uUUl b "RUaU-RYi U 

2b 

A8 

2.45 

19 

38 

040 

1745 

+0b‘ut?Ul b •RU'lU'R'u U 

2c 

All 

2.41 

13 

40 

041 

1745 

+0b‘ut;Ul, b -RUaU-RV. U 

2c 

All 

2.45 

13 

40 

042 

1745V 

+0b‘ot;UL b «RUT.U>R\i 1 

2c 

All 

2.37 

13 

42 

-^Lt?^n‘u fO'uq.ubnp 






043 

1747a 

+eb‘uUUL 'RUaU'R'u UbU 

4d 

B6 

2.40 

23 

46 

044 

1747a 

-fCbYibUl -RUaU'RYi UbU 

4d 

B3 

2.71 

23 

48 

045 

1749V 

-fCbYibUL >RUT,U-R\. b UbU 

4e 

B7 

2.31 

21 

44 

-^Lb^n‘u ^^'uq.u^nn Ausns 






046 

1758 

+Cb\jt?Ul b -RUaU'R'u IbU 

1b 

A7 

2.47 

25 

50 

047 

1758a 

+0b‘uUUl b >RUaU>R‘u Ub 

1b 

A7 

2.36 

27 

52 

048 

1759a 

+Ob‘ut?Ul b 'RUaU-R'u lb 

1b 

A7 

2.41 

29 

54 

049 

1763 

+0b‘uUUL ’RUO.U-R'u UbU 

4a 

B5 

2.63 

31 

56 

050 

1763 

+0b‘uUUL -RUaU-Rl. UbU 

4a 

B3 

2.61 

31 

58 

051 

1763 

+eb\iUUL 'RUaU'R'u UbU 

4b 

B3 

2.34 

33 

48 

052 

1763 

+Cb‘ut?Ul •RUaU-R'u UbU 

4b 

B3 

2.46 

33 

48 

053 

1763 

■fCb'uUUl -RUaUvRi. UbU 

4b 

B3 

2.07 

33 

60 

054 

1763 

-tObYibUl -RUaU-R'u UbU 

4a 

B3 

2.44 

31 

62 

055 

1763 

+Cb‘uUUL -RUaU.'R'u UbU 

4b 

B3 

1.90 

33 

48 

056 

1763 

-fCb'uUUL 'RUO.U'R'u UbU 

4b 

B3 

1.73 

33 

48 

057 

1763 

+0b‘uUUL >RU'\U>R‘u UbU 

4a 

B3 

1.77 

31 

48 

058 

1763V 

+0b‘ut?UL <RUn,U>R‘u UbU 

4a 

B4 

2.78 

31 

62 

059 

1763V 

+Cb‘ul3UL >RUq,UR‘u IbU 

4a 

B6 

2.51 

31 

64 

060 

1766V 

+eb‘uUUl b -RUaU'R'u Ub 

7a 

A5 

2.47 

35 

66 

■atNTu fd-Uq^UMP 4USn8 






061 

1766V 

+Ob‘uUUL b >RUq,U>R‘u Ub 

7a 

A5 

2.43 

35 

66 

062 

1768 

+0b‘uUUL >RUaU'R‘u UbU 

4c 

B3 

2.03 

37 

48 

■atbn'u ^^'ucku^np 4un3 






063 

1769V 

-fGb'uUL b -RUaU-R b UbU 

4f 

B7 

2.15 

39 

68 

064 

1772a 

+Cb‘uUl b «RU0.U>R‘u b UbU 

5a 

B7 

2.22 

41 

70 


^"'Obv.; the king is holding two staffs, small 5, no field marks. 
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No Bed No Reverse Legend t Wt Obv/Rev Die PI 


-abbov. fa-uaubfr 4una 


065 

1774V 

+Cb‘ubUL b -RUau-Rii Ub 

6a 

A5 

2.35 

43 

66 

066 

1775a 

-fCb'ubUl b >RUaU>R U 

6c 

Cl 

2.47 

45 

72 

067 

1775a 

-fOniibUL b >RUaU-R U 

6c 

Cl 

2.59 

45 

72 

068 

1775a 

-tCbiibUL b «RUaU«R U 

6c 

Cl 

2.55 

45 

72 

069 1775b +0b‘ubUL -ftuau-ft U 

Hbbn'u ra-uaubfr 4U3n' 

5b 

C2 

2.48 

47 

74 

070 

1777 

+Cb‘ubUL b -RUaU-Rli UbU 

1b 

A2 

2.54 

49 

14 

071 

1777 

+0b\ibUl b 'RUaU'Rli UbU 

1b 

A2 

2.51 

49 

14 

072 

1777 

+Cb‘ubUL b •RUaU'R'u UbU 

1b 

A2 

2.50 

49 

14 

073 

1777 

■fOb'ubUL b >RUaU'R‘u UbU 

1b 

A2 

2.49 

49 

14 

074 

1777 

+eb‘ubUL b ■RUaU.'R'u UbU 

1b 

A2 

2.43 

49 

14 

075 

1777 

+Ob‘ubUL b 'RUaU'R'u UbU 

1c 

A12 

2.51 

51 

76 

076 

1778 

-tCb’ubUL b >RUaU-R\j Ub 

1c 

A12 

2.56 

51 

76 

077 

1778 

-aJb'uUUL b -RUaU-Rli Ub 

1c 

A12 

2.56 

51 

76 

078 

1778 

-feblibUl b >RUaU-R‘u Ub 

1c 

A12 

2.47 

51 

76 

079 

1778 

+Cb‘ubUL b 'RUaU-R'u Ub 

1c 

A12 

2.37 

51 

76 

080 

1778aV 

-atb’uUUL b -RUT.U-R'u lb 

1c 

A9 

2.50 

51 

78 

081 

1779 

+on‘uuui b •RuaU'R'b u 

1c 

A7 

2.50 

51 

80 

082 1779 +0b‘ubUL b -ftUaU'R'u U 

+Lbbn‘u f^'UaUMT 4U3n 

1c 

A9 

2.43 

51 

82 

083 

1780V 

■atb'uUUL b -Ruau-Rl; b Ub 

1b 

D1 

2.41 

53 

84 

084 

1789V 

-fOb'uUUl b -RUaU-Rl. b Ub 

6b 

D1 

2.51 

55 

84 

085 

1789V 

+Cb\jUUl b -RUaU-Rli Ub 

6b 

A12 

2.63 

57 

86 

086 

1789V 

+0b‘ut?Ul b -RUaU-Rl; Ub 

6b 

A5 

2.56 

57 

86 

087 1789V +Cn‘ut?UL b -ftUT,U'R‘u Ub 

Hbbnij f9>uaubnn 4U3n 

6b 

A5 

2.59 

59 

86 

088 1790b +0b‘ubUL b 'RUa-Rb tiU^s 

+lt?bn‘u ra-uaubfr <U3' 

1b 

D1 

2.26 

61 

88 

089 

1791V 

■fObljUUl ^ 'RUO.U'R'u UbU 

1c 

A12 

2.49 

63 

90 

090 

1791V 

+0b‘ut?Ul b ■RUaU-R'u UbU 

1c 

A12 

2.47 

63 

90 

091 

1791V 

+0b‘uUUl b •RUaU'R'u UbU 

1c 

A12 

2.51 

63 

90 

092 

1791V 

+sn‘uuui n 'RuaU'R'u ubu 

1c 

A12 

2.50 

63 

90 

093 

1793V 

+QbljbUl n -Ruau-Rlj UhU 

1c 

A12 

2.47 

63 

92 

094 

1793V 

4bMjt?Ul b ■RUaU.R’u IbU 

1c 

A7 

2.57 

63 

94 

095 

1794V 

+0b‘ubUl b -RUaU-Rlj Ub 

1c 

A5 

2.50 

65 

86 

096 

1794V 

■fOb'ubUl b 'RUaU'R'u Ub 

1c 

A5 

2.50 

65 

86 

097 

1794V 

-aJb'obUL b -RUaU-Rlj Ub 

1c 

A7 

2.48 

63 

96 

098 

1794V 

4bb‘bbUL b -RUaU-Rlj Ub 

1c 

A7 

2.42 

67 

96 

099 

1795V 

•fOb'ubUl b >RUaU>R‘u U 

1c 

A7 

2.46 

69 

98 

100 

1795V 

+0b\ibUl b >RUaU>R‘ij U 

1c 

A7 

2.54 

69 

98 

101 

+LtfbD\. 

1795V +0n‘ubUL b -RUaU-Rl. 1 
fO-UaUbfr 4U3' 

1c 

A2 

2.68 

63 

100 

102 

1796V 

+Cb‘ubUL 'RUT.U'R'u UbU 

4c 

B3 

2.65 

71 

48 


Ligatured 'ub and Ub. 
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No Bed No Reverse Legend t t Wt Obv/Rev Die PI 


103 


1796aV +Cb‘bbUl IhU 


4c B3 2.31 


71 


92 * 


fa*U9.Ubnn 4U3 

1 04 1 796b -febljbUL b >RUT.U-ft‘u b UbU 3a 

1 05 1 800 +Cb‘ubUl b Ub 3a 


D1 2.51 65 

A5 2.49 65 


102 

104 * 


+Lbbn\i (<J*U9.ubnn 

1 06 1 800a -KJblibUL b «RUau»R‘u b UbU 

1 07 1 800b -fCblibUl b -ftUaU-R'U UbU 

1 08 1 800b •tCb'ubUL b >RUT.U.'R‘u UbU 

109 1800b +Ob‘utfUl b UbU 



3a 

B7 

2.45 

67 

106 

3a 

B3 

2.41 

67 

108 

3a 

B3 

2.41 

67 

108 

3a 

B3 

2.36 

67 

108 



Rg. 1 . Levon III takvorin obverse style patterns 



Rg. 2. Levon III takvorin reverse design patterns 
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Table II. Levon III coin design-plate cross reference 


la 

12 

6a 

1b 

1, 88 

6b 

1c 

10 

6c 

2a 

18 

7a 

2b 

39 

8a 

2c 

40 

A1 

3a 

105 

A2 

3b 

24 

A3 

4a 

59 

A4 

4b 

55 

A5 

4c 

103 

A6 

4d 

43 

A7 

4e 

45 

A8 

4f 

63 

A9 

5a 

64 

A10 

5b 

69 

All 


Stylistic Grouping of Levon III Takvorins 


65 

A12 

91 

84 

A13 

3 

67 

B1 

10 

60 

B2 

19 

332 

B3 

103 

1 

B4 

58 

12 

B5 

49 

14 

B6 

43 

31 

B7 

45 

60,105 

B8 

332 

6 

B9 

333 

100 

Cl 

67 

39 

C2 

69 

80 

D1 

84 

9, 18 



40 




Levon III takvorins of this hoard do not display the type of stylistic variation one might expect to 
see. On Levon III takvorins, the field marks, compared to the royal staff, dominate the field. A 
cataloguer feels quite comfortable using the field marks as the central element —following to the 
olDverse/reverse inscriptions— to classify his coins since the royal staff does not have a prominent 
display to command the field. Based on the field marks eight variations have been created (see 
Fig. 1) to cover the coins in this article and the accompanying article by Saryan and Hajinian. In 
addition to field marks, the staff variants also are used to subdivide the eight varieties. In obverse 
variety 1, the three dots have pyramid shape (.-.). In variety 2, the. three dots rotate almost 90° 
clockwise ( : • ). In variety 3, the three dots are upside down ( %• ). In variety 4, there are no dots as 
field marks. In variety 5, 6, 7, stars, crosses, circles, respectively, are used as field marks. Variety 8, 

catalogued by Saryan and Hajinian, shows field marks resembling three small circles with dots iri 
them (^®). 


The reverse style is based on different cross patterns, various lion positions, and type of lion's 
feet (see Fig. 2). In variety A, the cross has one horizontal arm, lion's legs do not have claws 
(resembling a c osed fist), and lion's front forearm is raised up. Additionally, the styling of the 
cross, shape of lion's tail, and hair of lion's mare helps subdivide variety A. In variety B, similar to 
variety A, the cross has one horizontal arm, the lion is walking, forearm is raised up, and the lion's 
legs have very distinct claws. The lion's mare on type B3 to B6 has a very conspicuous looking hair 
and ornate cross. The shape of the tail (curled, bushy, long, etc.) created additional subdivisions. 
In variety C, the lion is walking to right, forearm is raised up, no claws, but the cross has two 
horizontal arms.^ In variety D, the lion is standing on four legs, behind him is an ornate cross with 
one arm, hair of lion s mare is bunched, and there are no claws on the legs. 


Obverse-reverse varieties do not have equal distribution of coins. Nearly 73 percent of the 
coins have three dots for field marks or as Dr. Bedoukian indicates, they are the early issues of 
Levon s takvorins. Almost 93 percent of the coins have type A and B reverse, that is, the lion is 
walking to right, front foreleg is raised up, and the cross has one horizontal arm. This seems to be 
the case for most of the 222 takvorins catalogued in Dr. Bedoukian's corpus.^® 


P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, p. 1 19, English editions; p. 124g, Armenian edition. 
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Table III. Obverse versus reverse design 


Obv 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Total 

A 

55 

8 

5 



4 

2 


74 

B 

1 


7 

18 

1 




27 

C 





1 

3 



4 

D 

2 


1 



1 



4 

Total 

58 

8 

13 

18 

2 

8 

2 


109 


Table III summarizes the obverse styles and reverse designs. Half of the coins (55) are 
classified under types 1 and A, that is, on the obverse there are three dots as field marks; on the 
reverse, the lion is walking to right and there are claws on lion's legs. The second largest group 
would be types 4 and B. that is, on the obverse, there are no field marks; on the reverse, the lion 
is walking to right and there are claws on lion's legs. According to majority, the complete sequence 
would be 1/A, 4/B, 2/A, 3/B, 3/A, 6/A, 6/C, 1/D, 2/A, etc. 

Chart I gives the obverse style variety percentage distribution (1, 42.20%; 2, 11.93%; 3, 
18.35%; 4, 16.51%; 5, 1.84%; 6, 7.34%; 7, 1.83%). Chart II gives the reverse design pattern 
variety percentage distribution (A, 67.89%; B, 24.77; C, 3.67%; D, 3.67%). Both charts distinctly 
demonstrate that bulk of the coins have type 1 obverse and type A reverse. 

The average weight of Levon ill takvorins, based on table I metrological data, is 2.45 grams. If 
we consider less than 2.31 grams as low and above 2.60 grams as high limits of average weight 
(2.45 +/- 0.15 grams), we can draw a few conclusions; 1 . The bulk of the low weight coins (2/3) fall 
in obverse type 4 and reverse type B, that is, on the obverse there are no field marks and on the 
reverse the lion's legs have claws; 2. Most of the average weight coins are classified in obverse 
types 1 to 3 (69/109) and reverse types A to B (79/109), that is, on the obverse there are three 
dots as field marks and on the reverse the lion is walking to right, and has a cross with one arm; 3. 
All heavy weight coins (14/109) are classified under obverse types 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 and reverse 
types A and B. In Dr. Bedoukian's corpus the average weight for Levon ill takvorins is 2.30 
grams.^^ Metrological data also confirms that most of the coins were minted during the early period 
of Levon's reign. The weight distribution of Levon III takvorins, based on obverse-reverse design, 
are tabulated in tables IV and V, respectively. 


0 

8 



0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 0 1 0 20 30 40 50 60 70 


• Chart I. Obverse design percentage distribution Chart II. Reverse design percentage distribution 


P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, p. Ill, English editions; p. 123, Armenian edition. 
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Table IV. Weight distribution based on obverse design 


Under 
Cross 1.90 
1 
2 

3 

4 3 

5 

6 

7 

8 


1.91 

2.00 

1 


2.01 

2.10 


2 


2.11 2.21 2.31 2.41 2.51 2.61 

2.20 2.30 2.40 2.50 2.60 2.70 


1 3 

3 
3 

1 4 

1 

1 


23 14 4 

7 1 2 

9 6 2 

2 1 3 

1 

1 5 1 

2 


2.71 

2.80 Total 
46 
13 
20 

2 18 
2 
8 
2 


Total 3 12 


2 14 45 27 12 


2 109 


Table V. Weight distribution based on reverse cross 


Under 1.91 2.01 2.11 2.21 2.31 

Cross 1,90 2.00 2.10 2,20 2.30 2.40 

A 9 

B 3 12 115 

C 

D 1 


2.41 2.51 2.61 2.71 

2.50 2.50 2.70 2.80 

35 21 9 

7 2 3 2 

2 2 

1 2 


Total 

74 

27 

4 

4 


Total 3 1 2 


2 14 


45 27 12 2 109 


Die Study 


The 109 takvorins catalogued in this paper are represented by 36 obverse and 54 reverse die 
varieties. Sometimes because of obverse style or reverse design pattern identical codes, the 
reader might conclude that two or several coins are from an identical die. However, occasionally 
the curvature or branching of the lion's tail, length of a cross arm, or some iconographic peculiarity 
may rule against it. They may be similar to each other but not necessarily from an identical die. 
Those coins which have identical dies are so indicated by their die numbers. 


A study of the die linkage reveals that the hoard was much larger than 1 09 pieces at the 
beginning. The coins were struck with following obverse and reverse dies mating on a one-to-one 
basis: 17-32, 19-38, 23-46, 25-50, 27-52, 29-54, 39-68, 41-70, 45-72, 47-74, 61-88 


The following obverse dies mate with the following reverse dies: 1-2 4 6‘ 3-8 10 12* 9-20 
22, 24, 28; 51-76, 78, 80, 82; 63-90, 92, 94, 96, 100. 

The following reverse dies mate with the following obverse dies: 66-35, 43; 84-53, 55; 86-57, 
59, 65. Normally, due to the techniques of hammering Armenian coins in Cilicia’, the coiners in the 
mint utilized more reverse than obverse dies. When one notices that for a group of coins in a 
hoard the ratio of reverse dies to obverse dies is 1.5 (54/36) instead of 10, 5, or at least 2 the 
student will have no alternative but conclude that the coins under study represent only a partial 


P. Z. Bedoukian, 'The Art of Coinage in Cilician Armenia," SNS, pp. 371-379 (in Armenian). 
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Fig. 3. Obverse-reverse die linkage 


Figure 3 demonstrates two sets of die links. In a complete hoard one would expect more 
similar die links and perhaps eve a more orderly die sequence. 


SUPPLEMENT 

The above article was completed and just about ready to go to press, when in June 1 991 , the 
author purchased a small parcel of Levon 111 takvorins (62 coins) from another dealer. The coins 
have been picked over, in fact so good that, except for three coins, all of them have three dots as 
field mark on the obverse and type "A" lion on the reverse. Most of the coins would grade fine. 
The average weight is 2.50 grams. It would be only a speculation if this parcel was a part of the 
above described hoard or a separate small hoard. Since numismatic literature on Levon III takvorin 
hoard is scarce, it was considered worthy to record it for posterity without additional comments. 
The die numbers assigned here are independent from the preceding part of this article. 


Table VI. Levon III takvorin catalogue, supplement 


No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 







111 

1734 

+Cb‘ut?Ul, b •RUq.U'ft‘0 UbU t 

1b 

A10 

2.51 

01 

02 

112 

1736 

+0b‘ut;Ul b •ftUq.U'RYi UbU 

1a 

A2 

2.49 

03 

04 

113 

1736 

+0b'uUUl, b ■RUaU'R'u UbU 

1c 

A2 

2.43 

05 

06 

114 

1736 

+0b‘liUUl, b «ftUq,U-R‘u UbU 

1c 

A12 

2.54 

07 

08 

115 

1737 

+0b\iUUl b •RUq.U'ft'u Ul 

1b 

A5 

2.51 

09 

10 

116 

1739 

-fCbYibUl b •RUaU'R'u U 

la 

A2 

2.42 

03 

12 

117 

1739 

+0b‘ut?UL b •AUaU'R'u U 

1b 

All 

2.57 

1 1 

14 

+it3bn‘c 

1 fd-uq^ubop <^u3n3 






118 

1740 

+0b‘utfUl b -RUaU-ft'u UbU t 

3b 

A10 

2.53 

13 

16 

119 

1741 

+Ob‘ut?UL b 'RUaU.'A'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.60 

15 

06 

120 

1742 

+0b‘ut?Ul, b «ftUaU>R\i IhU 

2c 

All 

2.58 

17 

18 

121 

1743 

+Cb‘ubUl b -ftUq.U'RYi Ub 

2c 

A2 

2.57 

19 

20 

122 

1743 

+0b‘ut;Ul b •ftUaU'R'u Ul 

2c 

All 

2.39 

19 

22 

123 

1743 

+0b‘ubUl b -ftUq,U-R\j Ub 

2c 

A2 

2.64 

19 

20 
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No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

124 

1743 

+C5‘ut?Ul 5 <RUaU>R‘u U5 

2c 

A2 

2.54 

19 

20 

125 

1743 

-+«5‘ut?UL 5 'ftUaU-R'u U5 

2c 

A2 

2.53 

19 

20 

126 

1743 

+05‘udUL 5 «RUaU«R‘u U5 

3a 

All 

2.49 

21 

24 

127 

1743 

4e5‘ut?Ul 5 'RUaU-ft ‘0 

3b 

A2 

2.47 

23 

26 

128 

1744 

5 >ftUaU«R‘u Ih 

3b 

A9 

2.50 

23 

28 

129 

1745 

+05‘ul;UL 5 •RU'XU'R'u U 

2 b 

A 8 

2.29 

25 

30 

130 

1745 

+05*0^^ 5 'RUaU-R'u U 

3a 

All 

2.44 

21 

32 

131 

1745 

4C5\jt;Ul 5 'RUaU'R'u U 

3b 

A2 

2.47 

13 

12 

132 

1745 

+C5‘utUL n >RUaU'R‘u U 

3b 

A2 

2.48 

13 

12 

133 

1745 

+05*013^ 5 'RUaU'R'u U 

3b 

A2 

2.48 

23 

34 

134 

1745 

+e 5 ‘ut?Ul 5 •RUaU'R'u u 

3b 

A7 

2.36 

23 

36 

135 

1745 

+051.17^ 5 'RUaU'R'u U 

3b 

A 8 

2.63 

23 

30 

136 

1745 

+^>5*013^ 5 «RUaU'ft‘u U 

3b 

A 8 

2.57 

23 

30 

137 1745 +C^‘utUl ^ 'ftUT.U'ft'o U 

l^'uq.u^nn ^uana 

3b 

A 8 

2.61 

23 

30 

138 

1758 

+C5‘ut?UL 5 •ftUaU'R'u IhU 

la 

All 

2.56 

25 

32 

139 

1758 

+05‘ut;Ul 5 'RUT.U«R‘u IhU 

1 b 

A7 

2.64 

27 

34 

140 

1758 

+05‘ut?Ul 5 •RUaU'R'u IhU 

1 b 

A7 

2.46 

29 

36 

141 

1759 

4C>n‘ut?UL 5 •ftUaU'R'u U5 

1 b 

All 

2.43 

27 

38 

142 

1759a 

+e5\it;UL 5 ■ftUaU'R'u Ih 

1 b 

A7 

2.61 

29 

40 

143 1759a +0^‘ut^UL ^ 'RU0.U«ft‘u 

I^‘uq.u^nn 4U3fi3 

1 b 

A7 

2.87 

29 

42 

1 44 1 766 ^ 'RU'LU'ft'u U^ 

+lt;^n‘u ^^'uq.u^^n 4U3n' 

7a 

A5 

2.46 

31 

44 

145 

1777a 

5 •RUO.U'R'u 

1 b 

A9 

2.44 

33 

46 

146 

1778 

+05\jt?Ul 5 •AUaU-R'u U5 

1 b 

A2 

2.48 

33 

48 

147 

1778 

+C5‘ut;UL 5 <ftUaU>R‘u U 5 

1 b 

All 

2.58 

37 

24 

148 

1778 

405‘udUL 5 'AUaU'A'u U5 

1 b 

A12 

2.61 

33 

50 

149 

1778 

+05*0 tUL 5 'RUaU'R'u U 5 

1 b 

A12 

2.57 

33 

50 

150 

1779 

+05‘ut?UL 5 'RUaU'R'u U 

1 b 

A2 

2.37 

33 

52 

151 1779 ^ 'RUaU'R'u U 

+Lt?^^Tu fd-Uq.UW 4U3n 

1c 

A7 

2.67 

39 

52 

152 

1782 

+05111711.1, 5 .ftUaU-Rli UMJ 

1 b 

A2 

2.30 

41 

54 

1 53 

1782 

+OMil7Ul 5 «RUaU«Rli U5U 

1 b 

A2 

2.55 

41 

54 

1 54 

1783 

+0Mj 17UL 5 'ftUaU'R'u U5 

1b 

A2 

2.46 

41 

48 

1 55 

1783 

+OM 1 I 7 UL 5 ■RU9,U'ft‘u U5 

1b 

A5 

2.56 

43 

44 

1 56 

1783 

+05‘ul7UL 5 'RUaU-ft'u Ih 

1b 

A9 

2.56 

41 

46 

1 57 

1783 

+0Mil7Ul 5 'RUaU'Rl. U5 

1b 

All 

2.42 

41 

24 

1 58 

1783 

+OM 1 OUL 5 'RUaU>R‘u U5 

1c 

A2 

2.56 

45 

48 

1 59 

1783 

+CMI 7 UL 5 'AUaU'A'u U5 

1c 

A2 

2.63 

45 

48 

160 

1785 

+0M.OUL 5 •ftUaU'R'u U 

1b 

A1 

2.54 

41 

56 

161 

1785 

+0Mil7UL 5 'RUaU'Rl U 

1b 

A7 

2.26 

41 

32 

162 1785 +05‘ul;UL 5 •RUaU'R'u U 

+lb^n‘u 0'uq.u^nn 4us' 

1c 

A7 

2.38 

45 

58 

163 

1791 

+OM.I 7 UL 5 'RUaU'Rli UMJ 

1c 

A12 

2.61 

47 

60 

164 

1793 

+OM.I 7 UI. 5 >ftUn,U.ft‘u IhU 

3a 

C2 

2.46 

49 

62 
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No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

* 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die PI 

165 

1793 

-^«^‘ut;Ut C 'RUaU4^‘b thU 

1c 

All 

2.47 

47 

18 

166 

1794 

-^C^‘ut;Ut C .RU9.U4^‘u th 

1c 

A9 

2.39 

47 

46 

167 

1795 

40^‘ut;Ut C 4^UaU.'R‘o U 

1c 

A7 

2.46 

47 

64 

168 

1795 

-^C^‘ut^Ut C 'RUaU.R'u tl 

1c 

A7 

2.46 

47 

64 

-Httnn'u ^^'U9.u^nn 4ua 






169 

1797 

+e^‘ut^ut c unu 

3a 

B3 

2.36 

49 

66 

170 

1797 

-fCPYitUt c 'RUaU.R'u ucu 

3a 

C2 

2.47 

51 

68 

171 

1798 

+cn\it;ut c 'RU'tU4^‘u on 

1c 

All 

2.58 

53 

38 

172 

1798 

-^^)^‘ut?ut ^ >RUaU4i‘u UP 

2a 

A7 

2.51 

55 

70 


U;^n‘u ^iHJ.9^n^np^‘u‘ul?pn^ ^.pu.lpu.9*^^s ipp 

[tti/ tltniftrtLtT ] 

^p luiiliiulfULG n.punJiuqfmnbp q.pml^^G Jt2> ^nl<ui. SiiupUfi 'nlnml^hluC l^o iniuuij, pt ^p niumU- 
Cuiu|ipnif8-fuCn u^tnnli pui2iu\hpt p.piuJiuq.l:uiCbpniCj np Lnhr\hl<iuq.phC iT-puivIuil^iuC q.iuCdbpp gjipnigiuC 
^bi\iu6; 

(cl'tb lUnG n-pualGbpo fiuiqTumq.tnui ^bG, uiul|iujG ilf^^iG UJi p.puiJuiq|uui (6 4 

I&iuqninptiG) uibqbl<iuqpniui6 t: 8iupr> Jtl< fiiuui imp2 niunuIGiuutipmi»tiiG iIp it Rpuiuipuipiutnuud luju 
bpjuniuuuipr|. qLuflull^'^l^ uipdiup- qpuiJGbpru ^luiuiGiupbpnuub qiuGifi Gp 

apiuGuiqtuuibpm Giuu}iC Lnbqbl^ulqpmla^lG fiiuim^bi., Gljuipiuqpbi., muantbpiuqpnir»biuGg qdiuqpm- 
pJuGGbpp u|uunpuiuuibi_ ni GuiCpiuGiuuG quiuiumpbi tp iqmfiiuG2t RnqGbgnigtii m bptiupui 2 niGi ui 2 tum- 
uiiuG^: UiuljuijG bpt TVpuiGuiqliiinbpni munuIGiuu|ipnii»liiGp tuipripiuGiuj uminiupbi RiuitvutuiG T^pmU- 
Cbpni duuIiuGuituiqpnipbiuG i(bpiupbpbiui^ juGptipGbpp i^rndbim, luG^uiutiub uipp}uGpp 2 uunuiqni(biti t 
b npUt Gfi 2 uiGp iqtmp it luCuiimfi uiju mppnij»buiGp: 

4bri.tiGiutp 1990-|i Uiqpfii. uiJuniiuG Jt2 9 -Gbg 6pmp Gp lupbiut^biuj ppiuGGbp, np puipt'^guib tp 
401 l|Uinp tbnG U-^ fiiuuiupuit qpiuGtG, 32 tump tUnG P-t ppiuGtG b 109 tump IbnG q.-^ t^mqnin- 
ppGtG: Cum 6ui|unq i(ui^ummtuiGfiG' tbnG 4«-}i puid|iGp i_p|u rj.piuGmqji’-ui GpG tp? lJ>u^ulquii 
pGGmpjiiGGbpp ipuiumbgfiG, p-t quiGifiG pGmpuiGji qbpui.mliui tumpGbpp 2nt^'-uib ni i[bpgniui6 bG: 

•T'puiGuiqt’-uip n.uiuuunpnibgun pum 'tmnitbuiGli l^fiifiljbiuG liiuiiuuunuGfi ppiuGGbpp t'^P'^^.ul■i^G 
puiGiuufipnipbuiG niqqnipbuiG, nip quiuiumpniuib bG tbnG 222 tump piuqninpfiG: 9'6iuq.pnipt*-G- 
Gbp miumpiuumnibgiuG uitnpGt ni pbtnqGfi u^ulmtbplum|^u^bpnlG niuniGGiuu|ipnipbuiG fiuiGiup (mbu 
\jtuiP 1 b 2): 

Cum ppluGluqt'•Ul^ pGGnipbiuG b piuppiumnipbiuG PlmnitbiuGji i[bpni|i 2 biui^ qp^jiG piuqnin- 
ptiGGbpniG fibm, tuipbit briuu bqpiutuigGbi, pt qpuiGuiqliimp tO uiuimtuiGt tbnG quifiuitui- 

l^nipbuiG utqpGuituiG 2 P 2 uiGlnG; P'iuGi|i qpiuGGbpni G}12^G 6iuGpnip|iiGG t 2.45 qpiuG, GfiGipbri 
GlmnitbrnGJi qp^tG Gt2^ 222 puiqninptiGfi G^ 2 ^G t 2 ^'^b t 2.30 qpiuG: blGtpGbpni idnpqniGG uii. tO 
ijiuiumt) pt tutui^uiG qpuiGiuqfump bqiud t uubi^ji Gb6 piuG pt 109 tump qpiuG: 


U>iu joqniiu&p igiumpiuum tp mu^lupluG bppuqni, bpp fibq|iGiutp qGbg tbnG 9.-11 puiqninp}iGGbpni 
i|mpp quiGd Gp (62 qpiuG); 9'iuGd|i \uunpiut qpiuGGbpp Giujuuugtu pGmpniiud b 6ui)uniiu6 bG. 
\jtiumli iunGbi^ni( np tbnG 9«-ti qpiuGiuqt'^mbpni GuiujiG qpniuib joqnuuSGbpp uiutuuuip}n bG, 
l^uuiuqnjGu fiiuGmpnibgiui luju ijmpp qiuGdp GbptuiiiugGbq luniuGg juabi^buq^ GbtGiupiuGnipbiuG: 


\J. fa*. ‘utPUtUt?tk‘u 
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ANOTHER HOARD OF LEVON ill TAKVORINS 

By Levon A Saryan, Ph.D. and Charles A. Hajinian, D.D.S. 


Background 

When Levon III of the Armenian kingdom of Cilicia assumed the royal throne in 1301 , the once 
powerful realm had already fallen considerably from its enviable position of size, strength, and 
importance a century beforeJ Levon became king at a time of debilitating internal strife and severe 
external pressure. The kingdom had just passed through a series of fratricidal struggles for control 
of the throne, and was simultaneously under continuous attack by Mameluke and Turkoman 
forces, which in the late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries were making almost annual 
destructive raids into Armenian territory. In spite of these considerable obstacles, Levon was able 
to consolidate his rule and made a creditable effort to restore the strength of his kingdom. 

By any standard, Levon's uncle and predecessor Hetoum II had been a weak ruler, at a time 
when at the very least a resolute and energetic defense of the country was required to counter 
the Mameluke threat.^The silver coinage of Levon III may be usefully considered in this context. 
For the twelve year period prior to Levon's accession to the throne, the Armenian mint virtually 
suspended coinage in silver. Hetoum II (1289-1301) struck only a few extremely rare billon 
deniers (ca 0.6 gram), and the two usurpers Smpad (1296-1298) and Gosdantin I (1298-1299) 
during their brief reigns managed to issue only a very few extremely rare silver trams. If we judge 
from the scarcity of existing examples, the absence of silver coinage in this period is conspicuous, 
especially when compared with the vigorous output of previous kings Levon I, Hetoum I, and 
Levon ll.^ 

It is clear that from 1289 to 1301, the royal mint of Armenia was in disarray. A comparative 
abundance of copper coin suggests that the mint was active, despite the continuing Mameluke 
pressure which undoubtedly had a disruptive effect on the lucrative maritime and overland 
caravan trade. The quality of the design work on the coinage of Smpad and especially that of 
Gosdantin I suggests that talented die engravers were available. Perhaps it is premature to 
speculate that the scarcity of silver coinage may have been due to a lack of available bullion. 
Bedoukian points out that Hetoum II, whose temperament leaned toward the monastery rather 
than the throne, was not interested in glorifying himself with silver coinage,"^ while presumably the 
usurpers devoted most of their energy to maintaining control of the palace and could do no more 
that strike a few propaganda pieces advertising their rule.® The fact remains that, for over a 
decade, the Armenian mint was unable to satisfy the country's need for a circulating coinage, and 
the ability to strike silver in large enough quantities to support commerce was in danger of being 
lost. 


^ This article has been written to accompany, and should be studied in conjunction with, Y. T. Nercessian's "A Hoard 
of Levon III Takvorins’ which appears on pages 3 to 14 of this issue of the Armenian Numismatic Joumai. Nercessian 
provides additional details about Levon III, his times, and his coinage, which for the sake of brevity are not repeated in 
this article. The authors are indebted to Mr. Nercessian for his encouragement, assistance, and willingness to publish our 
study alongside of his own. Additional historical details may be found in Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian's landmark study Coinage 
of Cilician Armenia (2nd revised edition, 1979), and Sirarpie Der Nersessian's 'The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia" in 
Kenneth M. Setton's A History of the Crusades, Volume II, pp. 630-659. 

2 Der Nersessian, p. 656, footnote 47. 

® See, for example, Bedoukian's statistical compilation in Coinage of Cilician Armenia, pp. 113-11 9. 

** Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Annenia, pp. 13, 89. 

® Bedoukian makes the point about propaganda coins in two important articles which are reprinted in his Selected 
■Numismatic Studies. On Gosdantin I, see 'The Coinage of Gosdantin I (1298-1299) of Cilician Armenia," pp. 334-338; on 
Smpad, see "Two Unpublished Coins of Smpad," pp. 538-547. 
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The accession of Levon III to the throne exerted a stabilizing effect on the kingdom which 
made possible the resumption of a vigorous output of silver coin, although, as Bedoukian points 
out, the issue is significantly debased (both in terms of weight and silver titre) from the standards 
which prevailed during the reigns of Levon I, Hetoum I, and even to some degree that of Levon II.® 
Because a comparatively large number of takvorins of Levon III have survived, most authorities 
attribute them to a period beginning in 1301 (six years prior to his actual coronation), suggesting 
that the reorganization of the Armenian mint must have taken place at that time or shortly 
thereafter. In the context of his day, certainly, Levon's achievement in reviving the mint was a 
noteworthy accomplishment, even if the output did not attain the exceptional standards 
established by the founders of the Cilician kingdom. 


Comments on the Hoard 

In January of 1990, the authors purchased a group of 133 cleaned takvorins of Levon III, of 
which 112 entered the Saryan collection (S) and the remaining 21 entered the Hajinian collection 
(H). It was represented to the authors that these were the last remaining pieces of a hoard of about 
700 Levon III takvorins which had recently appeared on the market. Because of the secrecy 
involved in numismatic transactions, the provenance of the hoard is unknown. The composition 
and cleaned appearance of this hoard is similar to Nercessian's collection, suggesting that the two 
groups may have originated from a single larger hoard. Because of the uncertainty,^ however, it 
was agreed that the two groups should be published simultaneously as separate studies. 

In examining the coins, the authors are compelled to arrive at the same conclusion as 
Nercessian regarding their integrity as a true hoard. Although no intruders are apparent, coins of 
very high grade and certain rare varieties are definitely lacking. It is very probable that the hoard 
was picked over for commercial purposes before reaching the authors. Nevertheless, its value for 
elucidating the coinage of this period is readily apparent, for as Nercessian points out, no hoard 
studies of Levon III takvorins have been published heretofore. 


Cataloguing the Coins 

This collection is catalogued by the method employed by Nercessian. Each coin is fijst 
attributed to Bedoukian's corpus according to its Armenian-lettered inscription, with the addition 
of designations such as "V" for variety when a coin does not exactly fit the scheme. The obverse 
and reverse designs are classified according to Nercessian's carefully executed diagrams. Each 
coin is assigned a sequential number beginning at 201 , with an additional "S" or ' H to identify the 
location. Die numbers are listed sequentially, but the numbers have been assigned indepen- 
dently and do not necessarily correlate with those used in Nercessian's article. 

Due to wear or uneven striking, it is sometimes impossible to attribute a coin without careful 
comparison to better preserved examples. For example, coins represented by obverse dies 27 
and 31 have dots in the obverse inscription band, but since the dot is sometinies off the edge or 
otherwise impossible to see, its presence must be inferred by correlation with visible features. 

In some cases, the rear flank of the horse, and more rarely the rear flank of the lion, show 
additional die markings, such as a trefoil or some similar symbol. These potentially offer an 
additional approach to die classification, although the markings are not apparent on every example 
since the high points of the coin are sometimes worn smooth. Horse flank markings are observed 
on coins struck from dies 29, 31 , 41 , 45, 51 , and 59. A flank mark is visible on the reverse lion on 
some coins of die 14. A study of these markings might prove of value in a better preserved series 
of coins. 


® Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia, p. 91. 
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Table I. Levon III takvorin catalogue 


No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 


It 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

Hbbn'u 

201S 

f9>U9.UbnP 4U3n8 
1 734 +Ch‘ubUL h 'RUT.U-R'u UhU 

t 

1c 

A1 

2.31 

01 

02 

202S 

1734 

+0h‘ubUL h •RUaU'R'u UhU 

t 

1b 

A13 

2.46 

03 

04 

203S 

1734 

+eh‘ubUl h •RUaU'R'u UhU 

t 

1c 

A13 

2.31 

05 

04 

204H 

1734 

+Ch‘ubUL h 'RUaU'R'u UhU 

t 

1b 

B1 

2.52 

07 

06 

205S 

1736 

+0h‘ubUL h ^tuaU'R'u UhU 


la 

A2V 

2.64 

09 

08 

206S 

1736 

4«h‘ubUL h >RUaU-R‘u UhU 


la 

A2 

2.56 

09 

10 

207S 

1736 

+0h‘ubUl h 'RUaU'R'u UhU 


la 

A2 

2.52 

09 

12 

208S 

1736 

+0h‘ubUL h 'RUaU'R'u UhU 


la 

A2 

2.56 

09 

14 

209H 

1736 

+Ch‘ubUl h •RUaU'R'u UhU 


la 

A2 

2.52 

09 

14 

210H 

1736 

lion flank mark 
+Ch‘ubUL h -RUaU>ft\i UhU 


1b 

A2 

2.47 

07 

12 

211S 

1736a 

+0h‘ubUl h >RUaU'R‘u U^U 


la 

A3 

2.38 

09 

16 

21 2S 

1736a 

+0h‘ubUl h 'RUaU'R'u IhU 


la 

A3 

2.28 

09 

16 

21 3S 

1738V 

■tCh'ubUL h >RUaU.'R‘u H 


1c 

A2 

2.46 

11 

18 

21 4S 

1739 

ligatured h andu 
+Ch‘ubUL h •RUaU'ft'u U 


. la 

A2 

2.50 

09 

20 

215S 

1739 

-fehlibUl h 'ftUaU'R'u U 


la 

A2 

2.38 

09 

20 

+lbbn\i 
21 6S 

1 13'uq^ubnp 4U3na 
1 740 +eh‘ubUL h -ftUaU-R'u UhU 

t 

2a 

B2 

2.46 

13 

22 

21 7S 

1740 

+0h‘ubUL h •ftUaU'R'u UhU 

t 

2a 

A10 

2.48 

13 

24 

21 8S 

1740 

+0h‘ubUL h -RUaU-Rl. UhU 

t 

2a 

B2 

2.39 

13 

22 

219H 

1740 

+eh‘ubUL h ’AUaU'R'u UhU 

t 

2a 

A10 

2.46 

13 

26 

220H 

1740 

+Ch\.bUL h 'RUaU-ft'u UhU 

t 

3b 

A2 

2.41 

15 

12 

221 H 

1740 

40h\.bUl h 'RUaU'ft'u UhU 

t 

3b 

B2 

2.54 

15 

28 

222S 

1741 

+0h‘ubUL h -ftUaU'R'u UhU 


2a 

A4 

2.53 

13 

30 

223S 

1741 

4Ch\jbUl h •ftUaU-R'u UhU 


2a 

A4 

2.47 

13 

30 

224S 

1741 

+0h‘ubUl h •RUaU'R'u UhU 


2a 

A4 

2.39 

13 

30 

225S 

1741 

+Ch‘ubUL h -RUaU-Rl. UhU 


2a 

A2 

2.46 

13 

12 

226S 

1741 

+Chi.bUL h >ftUaU-R‘u UhU 


3a 

A2 

2.44 

17 

14 

227S 

1741 

+Ch‘ubUL h ^RUaU-ft-u UhU 


3a 

A2 

2.46 

17 

14 

228S 

1741 

+eh‘ubUL h -RUaU-R'u UhU 


2c 

A2V 

2.42 

19 

08 

229H 

1741 

+0h‘ubUL h -ftUau-ft'u UhU 


2a 

A2 

2.68 

13 

32 

230H 

1741 

-fCIh'ubUL h «RUaU-R‘u UhU 


2a 

A2 

2.52 

13 

12 

231 H 

1741 

+Ch‘ubUl h 'RUaU-R'u UhU 


3b 

A2 

2.60 

15 

12 

232S 

1742 

40h‘ubUL h -RUaU'R'u IhU 


3a 

A2 

2.39 

17 

34 

233S 

1742 

+0h‘ut?Ul h <ftUaU«R‘u IhU 


3a 

A2 

2.54 

17 

34 

234S 

1742 

+0h\jt?Ul h -ftUau-R'u IhU 


3a 

A2 

2.52 

17 

34 

235H 

1742 

+0h‘ut?UL h >RU9.U>A\» IhU 


3a 

A2 

2.46 

17 

36 

236S 

1742 

+eh\jbUL h •ftUO.U'R'u IhU 


3b 

A2 

2.34 

15 

36 

237S 

1742 

4Gh\jbUL h -ftUaU'R'u IhU 


3a 

A7 

2.62 

17 

38 

238S 

1742 

+0h\jbUL h <ftUaU>ft‘u IhU 


2c 

A7 

2.55 

19 

38 

239H 

1742 

+0h‘ubUL h >RUaU«R‘u IhU 


2c 

A7 

2.46 

19 

38 

240S 

1743 

+Ch‘ubUL h >RUT,U-R‘u Uh 


3a 

A2 

2.30 

21 

40 

241 S 

1743 

■fChiibUL h 'AUaU'ft'u Uh 


3a 

A2 

2.51 

21 

40 

242S 

1743 

+0h‘ubUl h -RUaU-Rli Uh 


3a 

A2 

2.37 

21 

40 

243H 

1743 

+0h‘uUUl. h >RUaU'R\j Uh 


3a 

A2 

2.46 

23 

42 
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No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

IT 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

244S 

1743 

4CP‘ubUL P •RU'LU'R'u UP 

3a 

A7 

2.68 

21 

44 

245S 

1743 

+0P‘ubUl P •RUaU'ft'u UP 

3b 

A2 

2.67 

15 

42 

246S 

1743 

+0P\ibUl P >RUaU'ft\j UP 

2c 

A2 

2.48 

19 

46 

247S 

1743 

-fCPlibUL P 'RUaU'R'u UP 

2c 

A2 

2.50 

19 

46 

248S 

1744 

-K5P*ubUL P 'RU'XU'R'u IP 

3a 

A7 

2.45 

21 

48 

249S 

1744 

+€JP‘ubUL P <RUT,U'R‘u IP 

3a 

A9 

2.73 

21 

50 

250S 

1744 

+OP‘ubUl P -ftUaU'R'u IP 

3a 

A7V 

2.64 

21 

52 

251 S 

1744 

+ep‘ubUL P ■RUaU'R'u IP 

2c 

A7V 

2.46 

19 

52 

252S 

1744V 

+CP\ibUl P 'RUaU.'ft'u u 

3a 

A2 

2.38 

17 

18 

253H 

1744V 

4CP‘ut?Ul P -RUaU'R'o H 

3a 

A2 

2.44 

17 

18 

254S 

1745 

4CP‘libUL P •ftUaU.'R'u U 

3a 

A7 

2.29 

17 

54 

255S 

1745 

+OP‘uUUl P -RUaU'R'u U 

3a 

AT 

2.62 

17 

56 

256S 

1745 

+CP‘ubUL P 'RUaU'R'u U 

3a 

AT 

2.49 

21 

58 

257H 

1745 

-rep'ubUL P •RUaU'R'u U 

3a 

AT 

2.43 

21 

58 

258S 

1745 

•fOP'ubUL P •ftUaU'ft'u u 

3a 

A8 

2.50 

21 

60 

259S 

1745 

4^>P‘ubUl P >RUaU>R‘u U 

3a 

A8 

2.38 

21 

60 

260S 

1745 

-f^JP'ubUL P 'RUaU'R'u U 

3a 

A8 

2.55 

21 

60 

261S 

1745 

-f^Jp-ubUL P •RUaU'R'u U 

3a 

A8 

2.61 

21 

60 

262S 

1745 

-fbP'ubUL P ■ftUT.U.'R'u U 

3b 

A2 

2.47 

15 

62 

263S 

1745 

+CP‘ubUl P 'ftUaU.'R'o u 

3b 

A2 

2.41 

15 

62 

264S 

1745 

-tOPlibUL P •ftUaU'ft'u U 

3b 

A2 

2.42 

15 

62 

^^l'uq.u^np Ausna 






265S 

1753c 

+0P\»bL P 'ftUaU'R P UPU 

4fV 

B7 

2.03 

25 

64 

+l,t?^n‘u 0‘uq>u^np ^.usna' 






266S 

1742V 

-i^P'ubUl P -RUaU.-R'u UiU 

2b 

A9V 

2.52 

27 

66 

267S 

1743V 

+0P‘ubUl P -Ruau-Rti UP 

2b 

AT 

2.54 

27 

68 

268S 

1743V 

4GP‘ubUL P ■ftUaU.'R'u UP 

2b 

All 

2.62 

27 

70 

269S 

1743V 

+0P‘ubUL P >RUaU-R\. UP 

2b 

All 

2.42 

27 

70 

270S 

1744V 

-HOPlibUL P •ftUaU-R'u IP 

2b 

A7V 

2.61 

27 

52 

271S 

1744V 

+0P\jbUL P •RUaU'R'u IP 

2b 

A7V 

2.53 

27 

52 

272S 

1745V 

-fbP'ubUL P -RUaU-ft'o U 

2b 

AT 

2.51 

27 

58 

ra-uq-UNP ^usna 






273S 

1758 

+CP‘ubUL P 'RU'lU'R'u IPU 

1b 

AT 

2.86 

29 

72 

274S 

1758 

+CP1.bUL P «RUaU>R\i IPU 

1b 

AT 

2.33 

29 

72 

275S 

1758 

+ep‘obUl P -RUaU.'R'o IPU 

1b 

AT 

2.56 

29 

72 

276S 

1759 

+op‘ubUL p q-uauq<\j up 

1b 

AT 

2.52 

29 

74 

277S 

1759a 

-fbP'ubUL p q.uauq^'u ip 

1b 

A2 

2.61 

29 

76 

278S 

1759b 

4bP‘ubUl P ■RUO.U-ft'u 1 

1b 

A2 

2.40 

29 

78 



Nos. 273S-278S, horse flank 

marks 





279S 

1763 

-KCPlibUl •RUaU'ft'u UPU 

4cV 

B3 

2.40 

33 

80 

Hb^n‘u ^^'uq.u^np A-usna 






280S 

1760a 

+GP‘ubUL p q^uo.uq^'u U 

1b 

AT 

2.45 

31 

54 

281S 

1760a 

+ 0 P'ubUL p q^uauq-'u u 

1b 

AT 

2.52 

31 

54 

282S 

1760a 

-fbP'ubUL p q^uq,uq>‘u u 

1b 

AT 

2.42 

31 

54 

283S 

1760a 

-fCP'btUL P -Ruau-R'u u 

1b 

AT 

2.60 

31 

54 

284S 

1760a 

+QP‘ubUL P >RUq,U'A‘u U 

1b 

AT 

2.50 

31 

54 
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No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

* 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

285S 

1760aV 

-fChlidUL h •RUaU.'R'u IbU 

1b 

A9V 

2.47 

31 

66 



Nos. 280S-285S, horse flank marks 





^^'uq.u^np ^una 






286S 

1 772V +0h‘ut;l h «RUa.U«R‘u h UhU 

4f 

B7 

2.25 

35 

64 


^c^uq«u^np Auna 






287S 

1775a 

+0h‘ut?uL h q.uau9. U 

6c 

CIV 

2.57 

37 

82 

288S 

1775b 

+0h‘ut?uL q-uauq. u 

6c 

C2 

2.49 

37 

84 

289S 

1775b 

■fOh'uouL q-uauq. u 

6c 

C2 

2.35 

37 

84 

^^•uc^u^np 4U3n° (obverse: two staffs) 






290S 

1776V 

+0h\.t;UL >RUaU-ft‘b UhU 

4d 

B3 

2.22 

39 

86 

+Lt?bfru fQ'uq-UMr 4U3n° 






291S 

1776 

+0h‘uUUL h 'ftUq.U'R'u UhU 

1b 

A2 

2.47 

41 

88 



horse flank marks 






fd-uq-UNP 4U3n° (Obverse *u =*u and t 

ligature) 




292S 

1776V 

H-ShlibUl h •RUaU-ft'u UhU 

4c 

B4 

2.21 

43 

90 

293H 

1776V 

+Ch‘ubUl h 'RUaU.’R'u UhU 

4c 

B4 

2.01 

43 

90 

+Lt3bn‘u 

fO'Uq.UbPP 4U30' 






294S 

1777 

-tChlihUL h •RUq.U'R'u UhU 

1b 

A2 

2.43 

45 

88 

295S 

1777 

+0h\jt?UL h •ftUaU'R'u UhU 

1b 

A2 

2.52 

45 

88 

296S 

1777 

+0h‘uUUl h «RUq,U-R‘u UhU 

1b 

A2 

2.48 

45 

92 



Nos. 294S-296S, horse flank marks 





297S 

1777a 

+0h\.t;Ul h 'RUaU'ft'u IhU 

1c 

A7 

2.60 

47 

94 

298S 

1778 

+0h‘uUUL h 'RUaU'R'u Uh 

1c 

A7 

2.53 

47 

96 

299S 

1778 

+eh‘utfUl h -RUaU-Rli Uh 

1c 

A7 

2.48 

47 

96 

300S 

1778 

-hOhlibUL h 'RUq.U'R'u Uh 

1c 

A7 

2.47 

47 

96 

301 S 

1778 

4^>h\jt?U.l h 'AUaU'ft'u Uh 

1c 

All 

2.52 

47 

70 

302S 

1778 

+0h‘uUUL h •RUaU.'ft'u Uh 

1c 

A2 

2.42 

47 

40 

303H 

1778 

+Ch‘ut?UL h 'RUq.U'R'u Uh 

1c 

A12 

2.58 

47 

98 

304H 

1778 

+0h‘uUUL h •ftUq.U-ft'b Uh 

1 c 

A2 

2.37 

47 

40 

305S 

1778a 

+0h‘ubUl h -ftUaU'R'u Ih 

1c 

A7 

2.59 

47 

48 

306S 

1778a 

+0h‘uUUL h -ftUq.U-ft'u Ih 

1b 

A12 

2.58 

45 

98 



horse flank marks 






307S 

1778a 

+Ch‘uUUL h ■ftuau.'ft’u Ih 

1c 

A9 

2.55 

47 

50 

308S 

1778a 

+Ch\jUUL h 'ftUaU'ft'u Ih 

1c 

A9 

2.51 

47 

50 

309S 

1778a 

-fOh'obUL h 'RUaU-R'u Ih 

1c 

A9 

2.60 

47 

50 

31 OS 

1778a 

+eh‘ubUL h 'RUaU'ft'u Ih 

1c 

A9 

2.47 

47 

50 

311S 

1779b 

+Ch‘ubUL 'RUaU'R'u UhU 

4e 

B3 

2.34 

49 

100 


I fO'Uq^UbPP <t.U3n 






312H 

1783 

+Sh‘ubUL h q^uauq^'u Uh 

1b 

A5 

2.57 

51 

102 



horse flank marks 






31 3S 

1789V 

+0h‘ubUL h q^uq,uq^*u Uh 

5b 

A5 

2.59 

53 

102 

+lt?bn‘u 

I fO'Uq^UNT 4U3' 






31 4S 

1791 

+0h\jt?UL h ■ftUq.U'R'u UhU 

1c 

A12 

2.55 

55 

104 
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No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

315S 

1791 

+eh‘ubUl h 'RUaU'R'u UhU 

1c 

A12 

2.56 

55 

104 

316H 

1791 

+Ch*ut?UL h >RUq,U'R‘u UhU 

1c 

A12 

2.60 

55 

104 

317H 

1793 

+Cb‘utUl h -RUaU-RTi IhU 

1c 

A9V 

2.52 

55 

66 

31 8S 

1793a 

+0b‘udUL h -813.0,11.4^*0 Uh 

1c 

A7 

2.56 

55 

68 

31 9S 

1793a 

+0h‘ut?Ul h -RUaU-ftlj Uh 

1c 

A7 

2.44 

55 

74 

320S 

1793a 

+Cb‘udU.l h -RUq.U'R'u Uh 

la 

A7 

2.37 

57 

74 

321 S 

1794 

h 4^U.q,U.-R\i Ih 

1c 

A7 

2.47 

55 

106 

322S 

1794 

-fQb'ubUl h -RUau.-ft'u Ih 

1c 

A7 

2.58 

55 

106 

323S 

1795 

■fOb'udUl h -RUaU-Rl. U 

1c 

A2 

2.40 

55 

108 

324S 

1795 

+0h‘ut?UL h -RUaU-ft'u U 

1c 

A2 

2.52 

55 

108 

325S 

1795a 

-tOhlidUL h 8Uq.U'R‘u 1 

1c 

A2 

2.47 

55 

78 

326S 

1795a 

+Cb‘ut?UL h 4iUaU-ft‘u 1 

1c 

A2 

2.46 

55 

78 

+1 bwi'u P‘uq.u^r^ 4U3' 






327S 

1796a 

+Cb‘ut3Ul -RUq,U-R*u IhU 

4c 

B3 

2.42 

59 

110 

328S 

1796a 

+0b‘ot?Ul -RUq.U4i‘u IhU 

4c 

B3 

2.59 

59 

110 

+Lt;^n‘u O'Uq.UWT 4U3 






329H 

1798 

+SMit?UL h q.uq,uq.*u uh 

3a 

A5 

2.55 

61 

112 

330S 

1799 

+Cb‘ut;Ul h 4^Uq,U-ft‘u U 

3a 

A12 

3.13 

61 

114 

331 S 

1799 

4Ch*ul7UL b •ftUq,U4^‘u U 

3a 

A5 

2.59 

61 

116 



Nos. 329H-331S, horse flank marks 




+ibbn‘u ra-uq^urr 4U 






332S 

1801V 

+Ob*ubUl b -RUaU-ftli UbU 

8a 

B8 

2.61 

63 

118 

+1 la'll, q-ubop 4un 






333S 

1803a 

+0b*ubl b -ftUq,U-R b UbU 

5aV 

B9 

2.24 

65 

120 


Metrology 

These coins show a somewhat higher average weight than that indicated for the 12 weighed 
specimens in Bedoukian's corpus. If we ignore a singleton of type 1804 weighing 1.40 grams 
(mentioned by Bedoukian), we find his coins range in weight from 2.05 to 2.57 grams, with a mean 
of 2.28 grams. By contrast, Nercessian achieves a mean of 2.45 grams in his large group arid 2.50 
grams in his supplemental group. Our 133 coins attain a mean of 2.48 grams (even ignoring the 
unusually high but definitely authentic 3.13 gram coin in the Saryan collection). A few coins in our 
hoard are clipped, which could reduce an individual weight by about 0.5 to 2.0 %. These coins fall 
within a very tight weight range, as indicated by the observed coefficient of variation of 
calculated for our hoard (4.8% if we delete the 3.13 gram piece). This suggests generally good 
control of mint operations during Levon's reign. 


Obv 1 

A 58 

B 1 

C 
D 

Total 59 


Table II. Obverse versus reverse design 


2 3 4 

21 35 

2 1 9 


5 6 

1 

1 


3 


7 


8 

1 


Total 

115 

15 

3 


23 36 9 2 3 


133 
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We obsen/e, like Nercessian, that the lower weight coins in our group definitely belong to 
type 4/B, although not all such coins are underweight. Since type B coins are artistic coins, it is 
tempting to ascribe them to the beginning of Levon's reign. At least some B coins vyere struck at a 
time and/or place where control of planchet weight was less satisfactory. Possibly the under- 
weight B coins were struck before the mint had become well controlled, followed by some B coins 
which were of normal weight. 

It is worth mentioning that two coins in this group belonging to type 4f/B7 have sustained 
more circulation wear than average for this group. This can be explained by postulating that these 
were early or idiosyncratic types. Subsequently, the weight of the coins may have been adjusted 
upward to an average of about 2.50 grams for the bulk of Levon's emission. 


Table III. Weight distribution based on obverse design 


Under 1.91 2.01 2.11 2.21 2.31 2.41 2.51 2.61 over 

Cross 1.90 2.00 2.10 2.20 2.30 2.40 2.50 2.60 2.70 2.70 


Total 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


1 

2 

3 

1 


9 

2 

5 

2 


19 

11 

13 

1 

1 


27 

7 

8 
1 
1 
1 


2 

3 

6 


1 


59 

23 

36 

9 

2 

3 

1 


Total 


19 


45 


45 12 


133 


Table IV. Weight distribution based on reverse cross 


Cross 


Under 

1.90 


1.91 

2.00 


2.01 

2.10 


2.11 

2.20 


2.21 

2.30 


2.31 

2.40 


2.41 

2.50 


2.51 

2.50 


2.61 

2.70 


over 

2.70 


Total 


A 

B 

C 

D 


3 

4 


15 

3 

1 


42 

2 

1 


41 

3 

1 


11 

1 


115 

15 

3 


Total 


19 


45 


45 


12 


133 


Stylistic Comments and Mint Organization 

A study of the more than 200 coins catalogued in Bedoukian, and over 300 coins in these two 
articles, reveals a variety of design types in which the majority of coins conform to a fairly uniform 
pattern, as follows: 


Obverse: King on horseback riding right, carrying a mace, with three dots arranged in a triangle 

in the field behind the king (Nercessian styles 1 , 2, and 3). 

Reverse: Lion walking right with with cross above, curved tail with one dot in the field near the 

tail (Nercessian style A). 

In this collection, fully 1 18 specimens (88.7%) conform to the above obverse description, and 
115 specimens (86.5%) conform to the reverse description. 
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The distribution of obverse and reverse design styles is very similar to that reported by 
Nercessian in the accompanying paper. Our obverses are distributed as follows; 1 , 44.4%; 2, 
17.3%: 3, 27.1%; 4, 6.8%; 5, 1.5%; 6, 2.2%; and 8, 0.7%. Reverses are A, 86.5%; B, 11.3%; and 
C, 2.2%. This differs in some respect from that indicated in Bedoukian's corpus, which is not a 
single hoard but rather an inventory of several important private and museum collections gathered 
over several decades. On the one hand, the similar compositions of our collection and that of 
Nercessian supports the hypothesis that all of these coins derived from the same larger hoard. In 
Bedoukian's corpus, however, fully 32 of 210 listed examples show obverse style Bed. 1746 
(figure 8-like symbol behind rider), and 11 examples of Bed. types 1748, 1761, and 1762 (open 
circle to left of rider), of which not even one example is found in over three hundred coins 
reported here. 



Chart I. Obverse design percentage distribution Chart II. Reverse design percentage distribution 


Even brief examination of Levon's takvorins shows that specific obverses and reverses are 
associated with each other; certain combinations occur together very frequently, and others 
almost never (see Table II). For example, both Nercessian's group and our own show many coins 
of obverse-reverse combination 1/A and several of 4/B, but very few of 1/B and none of 4/A. 
Coins of type 6/C, while rare, appear to form a third independent group. This finding has important 
implications with respect to the organization of mint activities, suggesting that dies were engraved 
and coins were struck at discrete times in between which production was interrupted, and/or that 
coins were struck at more that one location or workshop with almost no exchange of dies. 

Among the intriguing and enchanting features of these coins is the multiplicity of design 
variations. Possibly, the various cross types on the reverse of these coins correspond to the 
principal Christian ethnic groups who lived in Cilicia — Latins (from Venice and Genoa), Greeks, 
Crusaders, and Armenians. Could these have been cut by engravers of different nationalities or 
for use by specific communities? Reverse lion tail designs, and the obverse field marks behind the 
rider might be correlated to a chronological system or represent signatures of specific die cutters. 
Proof of such a scheme must await the establishment of a die chronology. 


Die Linkage and Estimation of the Size of Levon's Coinage 

A partial die linkage chart showing the interrelationships of several coins from this hoard is 
illustrated. Note that this chart shows that reverses B1 and B2 (represented by dies 06, 22, and 
28) are linked to the majority A varieties. No linkages to other B reverses are apparent, supporting 
the notion that separate officinae were striking coins. 
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It is possible to use the data in this paper to estimate separately the total number of obverse 
and reverse dies used in Levon's silver coinage. Although it can be seen that this hoard is a non- 
random sample with several types excluded, such an estimate might illustrate the potential of 
statistical methods to reveal new and interesting information. From a seminal review on the topic 
by Esty, the method of Good was selected.’ 



Fig. 1. Obverse-reverse die linkage 


To compute the total number of reverse dies in this coinage, the number of different dies 
observed in the sample (60), the number of dies which occur exactly once in the sample (21), and 
the number of dies which appear exactly twice in the sample (19) are required. The calculations 
show that perhaps about 91 total reverse dies were used, with a 95% confidence limit of between 
67 and 143 dies. If we accept Esty's high estimate that each reverse die was used to strike 30,000 
coins, an output of approximately 2.0 to 4.3 million pieces would have been achieved. 

Similar computations were made for the obverse dies. The calculations yield a total die 
inventory of about 63 obverse dies, with a 95% confidence limit of between 45 and 106 dies. 
Similar obverse dies were fixed, they had a longer lifetime and could strike more coins. This result 
is consistent with the finding for the reverse dies, and lends some credibility to the calculation. 


Conclusion 

The following sequence of events is proposed as a reasonable speculation based on the 
limited evidence at hand. The artistic 4/B coins, several of which were underweight, were struck at 
the beginning of Levon's reign before the mint was fully reorganized following the more that 10 
year virtual hiatus of silver coin. Later, B coins of better weight were produced, but the need to 
manufacture coins in quantity led to the creation of A obverses which, while still attractive, could 
be more simply engraved. Large production of coins of types 1/A, 2/A and 3/A, with an intended 
weight of 2.50 grams, was then achieved. The hoard itself was possibly buried in the middle of 
Levon's reign, before coins of Bedoukian types 1746, 1748, 1761, and 1762 were placed into 
circulation. The total silver coinage of Levon III was approximately 3 million pieces. 


’ Warren W. Esty, "Estimation of the Size of a Coinage: a Survey and Comparison of Methods," Numismatic 
Chronicie, Vol. 146 (1986), pp. 185-215, see esp. pp. 188-190, 208. 
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i.Tji'fi'u ^^•u.9'n^np^‘u‘ul»p^^ u.31. n*pu.u*u»9'M'S irp 

[Ml/ iJimJjnLjf ] 


4bn hClul^(ltipll Ijn Cl<uipuiq.phC iUnC 9'-|i iqiuuil^uiCnr\ 133 piuq,mnpfiCCbpt puii\l^iugiu6 
fiuuiupuiduu Jd 5 1990 p. bpp ^pbCp cvObg^C luiu lupami^biuj ippiaUCbpo, ^pbCg qbl^mgnlbguu 
qiucap l<n l^uiqat 700 l<uinpGng Tl.pluamq^lu^^ Up auiup: 

T’piuJCbpp p.iuuuunpnibgtuC puin i^iupbfi 'nuinil|biuG|i UfiiJil^biuG ^mnuuwiuGp ripiuGGbp]] qp^ji 
mqqmia-buiG b ‘ubputubiuGfi imauipumumid uil<nixG}i U pb^npUJi u^uunl^bpuun}iuibpniG munuIGiuulipm- 
ja-biuG fimJuip iquunpuiuiniud q6iuqpnipJuGGbpniG: 


T.piuGGbpru UbdiuvluiuGnip-fiiGn (uiibi^ti puiG 85%) l^D u^uunlpuGtiG uibuuil< u^ulUlllbpulu 1 ^lu^^lG: 
^^^luqnlnp^GGbpnl t 2.48 qpiuU: 


4hUGnui6 uuifiJuiGuatuu^ inmbuq^Gbpm fibqfiGuil<Gbpp l)’bGpuiri.pbG 4/B uibuui^ 

p. puiUGbpp Guiliiuuntu l^u^pnuu6 bG (mJuiGp Gp j»bf»U ^iu2m()5 UunGg fibuiUiud t quiGqniiu6uiifiG 
wnnmplinuIGbpp, np ruGbguid bG unllnplul^luG l^2^n. 1/A, 2/A U 3/ A: n.pmGGbpm qiuCuiquiC 
u^luppbplul^Gbpm piugiuliiuini]»)iiGp, Pluim^brnGli pin 1746, 1748, 1761, 1762 U uiqG, l^p j»b^iup.pt 
r»t qpmGmq^lUlp i^uxqmmd t lUnG)i qlufilul^mlmI»bmG G\\ 2 b: Cuui tuuiMi fiui 2 nuuuimfinipbmG lUnG 

q. _fi l^nqJt l»nqulpl^raul6 j»mqninp)iGGbpp l)p fiiu 2 »nl;G Goimuinpuiu<tu 3 J)ii^|inG: 


1. U. UUPdU'u U Q. U. AUdP'utU'u 

9.ptiG$tiiq, flifiupiuGujiG 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


1 SARYAN, Levon A. An Ancient Bronze Depicting an Armenian Tiara, by L, A. 
Saryan. Numismatic Circular, VoL XCIX (May 1991), No. 4 pp. 112, illus. 

Saryan is seeking information on a Middle Eastern bronze piece. The obverse displays 
a device which resembles an Armenian tiara. The four-peaked tiara faces left. On the 
reverse there is a horse to right. Metrological data and Greek legends are pubhshed. 

Uaipbuih bujhopni.pi,uh lip UpLbihujh limnpfi J p Juiujib: bpbujjij 

ufUJU,bbnni.iub ^ u,n.ujpliujj J p, q^np jli^lituh [un^pl, it p kP Qnpu upujbuijp quiq^p- 

bbpn^ lunjpp lip iquimlib pn,.ujb ^ iji J p qk^fi Z, p uj a, u. p lu lin umb bb 

^tut^tujqliutuiliujij mtiLbui ihbpii ni. jni.'Uiuuiuin. j^p^uiqpni.p^ {u-iiiib ppi bfi''b 

2 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenian Numismatic Society Marks Twenty Years of Service, 
by L. A. Saryan. Armenian Observer, Vol. XXI (13 February 1991), No. 14, p. 5; 
Armenian Weekly, Vol. LXI (9 February 1991), No. 9 (29485), p. 11; Armenian Life, Vol. 
VI (15 February 1991), No. 19, pp. 25, 26; California Courier, Vol. XXXin (30 May 1991), 

No. 47, p. 2. . - 

Saryan introduces the Armenian Numismatic Society to the readers, mentions some oi 
Society's publications and its donation of nearly $20,000 worth of books to replenish 
libraries in Armenia. On its twenUeth aimiversary, the Society appeals to the public^ 
purchase and distribute its publications to various libraries. 

Uujpbuih phpbpguiu^phbpnL.% lip h b p liuj j ut ^uij 'h p uut m q f uun Qi^lib puiligni.p fu-ij p, l{p 
IfUjqJailfbpiqrti.pbujh npa^ C. puim m pu,\n,.p fiuiiiib p p L [, p $ 20 , 000 -^ Jou, u,p6-nq q^ppbpni. 
hni.^pp ilbpujliujqiTbinL qptuqm puAAib p px hp puuibbpnpq muj pbquj pdfi'U, pblibpujlf- 

gni.p[,i.hp ^ujhpn,.pbujh lip q[,J^, np qiibb [,p qp^bpp L 'Unu[,pb'U qujhuiqujii qpuiqujpujlbb pni-ii-. 

3 SARYAN, Levon A. Numismatic Society Marks Twenty Years of Service. Armenian 
Reporter, Vol. XXIV (7 February 1991), No. 18, p. 12. 

See abstract of No. 2 
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A HOARD OF COPPER COINS OF TIGRANES THE GREAT AND A HOARD 
OF ARTAXIAD COINS, by Paul Z. Bedoukian. Los Angeles: Armenian Nu- 
mismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 7, 32 pp., 2 pis., card covers. Bilingual 
in English and Armenian. ISBN No. 0-9606842-7-1. $5.50 plus shipping. 

Bedoukian catalogues two hoards belonging to ancient Armenia. He hopes that 
the information recorded will help advance our knowledge of the coinage of this 
period. 

One hundred thirty- three copper coins, all attributed to Tigranes the Great 
(95-55 B.C.), are catalogued in the first hoard. They are classified under the 
following headings: Tyche of Antioch, Heracles, Cornucopia, Nike, letter "A" to 
left of king's head, head of wheat, overstruck coins, and unpublished coins. 

Thirty-four silver and copper coins are catalogued in the second hoard. The 
coins are attributed to the following rulers of Armenia: Tiribazus (400-384 B.C.), 
Mithridates of Armenia (163-130 B.C.); Commagenian coins including rulers 
Arsames, Gallinicus and Epiphanus; Tigranes I, Tigranes II, and Artavasdes 
II. 

This study should be a source of new information and a valuable asset to the 
library of all those who have an interest in the study of ancient Armenian coins. 


Date 

ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

8511 Beverly Park Place 

Pico Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. 

Please send me copies of the book entitled A Hoard of Copper Coins of 

Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad Coins, by Paul Z. Bedoukian, $5.50 

each. Enclosed is a check for $ (cost of the book plus postage and handling, 

per copy $1.25 U.S.A., $1.50 elsewhere). California residents please add $0.45 for 
sales tax. Foreign remittance may be made by international money order, or a 
draft drawn on a branch of U.S. bank. 

Name 

Address 

ZIP 


A HOARD OF COPPER COINS OF TIGRANES THE GREAT AND A HOARD 
OF ARTAXIAD COINS, by Paul Z. Bedoiikian. Los Angeles: Armenian Nu- 
mismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 7, 32 pp., 2 pis., card covers. Bilingual 
in English and Armenian. ISBN No. 0-9606842-7-1. $5.50 plus shipping. 

The Armenian Numismatic Society is offering this titie to its membership for 
$4.50 + shipping and handling expenses. 


Date 

ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

8511 Beverly Park Place 

Pico Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. 

Please send me copies of the book entitled A Hoard of Copper Coins of 

Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad Coins, by Paul Z. Bedoukian, $4.50 
each. Enclosed is a check for $...... (cost of the book plus postage and handling, 

per copy $1.25 U.S.A., $1.50 elsewhere). California residents please add $0.37 for 
sales tax. Foreign remittance may be made by international money order, or a 
draft drawn on a branch of U.S. hank. 

Name 

Address 

ZIP 


Y. T. NERCESSiAN 

Specialist in Armenian Coins and Books 
8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U.S.A. 
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1992 Bulletin No. 15 
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Tigranes II The Great (95-55 B.C.) 

001 . Silver, tetradrachm. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r., clean shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed tiara, 
edged with pearls. A broad diadem knotted at the back encircles the head and falls downward. Divided 
drapes cover the ear and the neck. The tiara is adorned with an eight-pointed star flanked by two eagles 
back to back and with heads turned to each other. Floral design to left and right of eagles. Rllet border. 
Rev.: Tyche of Antioch, draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated r. on rock, holding a palm branch in 
her r. hand; at her feet the upper portion of a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Orontes swimming 
r. Whole within laurel wreath. To r. downward BAEIAEnZ; I. downward TITPANOY. Field marks. Silver, 

tetradrachm, type Bed 20 , -VF 1400.00 002. -, Type Bed 21, VFA/F+ 1650.00 

04a. -, Type Bed 1 9/1 7, VF 1 1 00.00 04b. -, Type Bed 1 9, 5% off center, VF 0950.00 

04c. -, Type Bed 19, F/VF 0650.00 

04d. “, Type Bed 19, double strike on king's nose (reverse is very attractive), F+/VF 0475.00 

04e. -, Type Bed 19, VF 1050.00 04f. -, Type Bed 20, VF 1025.00 

005. Silver, drachm. Similar to the above, but "King of kings" inscription. Bed type 64, VF 1 850.00 


We have been able to obtain a small parcel of Artaxiad copper coins. They ail have black and geen patina. They 
grade F to VF. The eight-pointed star and both eagles can be seen on most of them. 

06a. Reverse Tyche. Overstruck on Phoenician copper. A head covered with a helmet can be seen under the 

bust of Tigranes. Type Bed. 92. F-VF 75.00 

06b. “, Overstruck on Phoenician copper. Understrike visible. Type Bed 92. F-VF 75.00 

12a. Reverse Vahagn (Heracles). Type Bed 99. F-VF 75.00 

12b. ", overstruck on Phoenician copper. Undertrike visible. Type Bed 100. F-VF 85.00 

12c. --, Type Bed. 100. F-VF 75.00 12d. --, Type Bed 101. F-VF 60 00 

^2e. --, Type Bed 101, F-VF 60.00 12f. --, Type Bed 101, F-VF 65.00 

Reverse cornucopiae. Overstruck on Phoenician copper. Understrike legend is visible under the bust of 
Tigranes. Very sharp and attractive copper coin. Type Bed 104. VF 125.00 


Levon I trams (1198-1219) 

26a. Silver, tram. Obv.: king seated on a throne ornamented with Ibns, wearing crown and royal mantle onhis 
shoulders. He holds a cross with his r. hand and fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. Rev.: long cross between two 
lions rampant regardant. Armenian inscription on both sides. Obv.: Lt 3 Wl\j ((►U.q.fT UlTU'u 4U3ri8. Bed 


126. Mint lustre on the coin. EF 075.00 

028. ", Type Bed 189, F+ 011.00 

28b. ", Type Bed 215, F+ 020.00 

29a. ", Type Bed 251, 4U3UU8 VF+ 040.00 

031 . ", Type Bed 288, F+/-VF 01 7 50 

31b. ", Type Bed 318a, F+ 012 50 

035. ", Type Bed 345, F/F+ 015 00 

037. ", Type Bed 387, F+ 012 00 

37b. ", Type Bed 474V, -VF 020 00 

038. ", Type Bed 486b, F-i- 012 50 

040. ", Type Bed 529, -VF 025 00 

041. ", Type Bed 593, F 017.50 

42a. ", Type bed 616V, F+ 012.50 

43a. ”, Type Bed 657c, l,bb‘u inscr., VF 030.00 

044. ", Type Bed 660, -F 010.00 


027. ", Type Bed 170, F+ 015.00 

28a. ", Type Bed 158, F+ 020.00 

029. ", Type Bed 216, F+ 01 1 .00 

30a. ", Type Bed 284, VF 030.00 

31a. ", Type Bed 299, VF+ 040.00 

034. ", Type Bed 331 , -F 010.00 

036. ", Type Bed 345V, F+ 015.00 

37a. ", Type Bed 468a, -VF 015.00 

37c. ", Type Bed 486b, -VF 015.00 

039. ", Type Bed 529, F-i- 015.00 

40a. ", Type Bed 565, VF/-VF 030.00 

042. ", Type Bed 597, F+ 01 1 .00 

043. ", Type Bed 623, F+ 01 7.50 

43b. ", Type Bed 636, F+ 01 0.00 


Kaikhusrew II dirhams (635-644 A.H./A.D. 1237-1245) 

55a. Obv.: Ibn surmounted by sun. Star in various places. Rev.; Within square four-line inscription. Sivas (mint) 
and the date on margin and outer cirbe. These zodiacal dirhams are among highly popular seljuq coinage. 
The name of Kaikhusrew II also appears on the bilingual trams of Hetoum I. Coins grade VF to -VF. All coins 
are catalogued, asigned a BMC number, graded, dated (A.H.) and in plastb envelopes. Each 020.00 


Hetoum I trams (1226-1271) 

57a. Hetoum-Zabel regular silver tram. Obv.: on the left, queen to r. but facing; on the right, Hetoum to I. and 
facing. Both crowned, wearing royal vestments, and holding a long cross. Rev.: lion to r., crowned and a 



cross behind him. Type Bed 852, VF 

025.00 

058. 

--, Type Bed 857, VF 

035.00 

059. 

", Type Bed 874, F+, 

030.00 

060. 

--, Type Bed 875, -VF 

025.00 

60a. 

--, Type Bed 887, VFA/F+ 

035.00 

061. 

--, Type Bed 896, VF+ 

025.00 

61a. 

--, Type Bed 920, VF+ 

035.00 

064. 

--, Type Bed 925, -EF 

040.00 

065. 

--, Type Bed 952, VF 

035.00 

64a. 

--, Type Bed 944, VF+ 

030.00 

64a. 

--, Type Bed 944, VF+ 

030.00 

066. 

--, Type Bed 959, VF 

035.00 

76a. 

--, Type Bed 985, VF+ 

045.00 

67b. 

--, Type Bed 971, -VF 

030.00 

067. 

--, Type Bed 983, -VF 

030.00 

068. 

--, Type Bed 987, VF 

035.00 

069. 

--, Type Bed 988, VF 

030.00 

070. 

--, Type Bed 1006, -VF 

025.00 

70a. 

--, Type Bed 1032, VF+ 

035.00 

071. 

--, Type Bed 1032, -VF 

025.00 

073. 

--, Type Bed 1035, VF 

035.00 

074. 

--, Type Bed 1045, VF+ 

040.00 

075. 

--, Type Bed 1051, VF 

030.00 

75a. 

", Type Bed 1063, VF+ 

030.00 


75b. -, Type Bed 1165, VF+ 045.00 

274. Copper coin, equestrian kardez. Obv.: king on horseback to right Rev.: cross. Circular Armenian 

inscription on both sides. Type Bed 1373, -F 010.00 

275. Type Bed 1383, FA/G 008.00 

Smpad poghs (1296-1298) 

276. Copper pogh. Obv.: King on horseback to right. He holds reins with left hand, and mace with his right, 

extending over his right shoulder. Rev.: Cross with four doves in flight in four quarters. Type Bed 
1687V, VG+ 010.00 

277. Similar to Bed 1697, F+ 015.00 278. -, Similar to Bed 1699, VG+ 007.50 

Levon V (1374-1375) copper 

279. Copper pogh. Obv.: Lion of Cyprus walking right. Rev.: Simple cross. Similar to Bed 2239, VG 01 5.00 

Commagene 

280. Antiochus IV (A.D. 38-82). Obv.: head of Antiochus to right. Rev.: scorpion within laurel wreath. Type 

BMC p. 106. No. 7. tetrachalcon, VF 95.00 

281 . Queen lotape, wife of Antiochus IV (A.D. 38-82). Obv.: head of lotape to right. Rev.: scorpion within laurel 

wreath. Type BMC p. 109. No. 1. tetrachalcon, F+/F 110.00 

Marcus Aurelius (163 - 164) 

282. AR denarius. Rev.: Armenia seated in attitude of mourning and ARMEN inscr., Bed type 403, F.... 75.00 


Bank Notes of Armenia 

283. Republic of Armenia (1 91 9), 1 ,000 r., Nercessian Bank Notes of Armenia (BNA) III.6, Pick S649 67.00 

284. Republic of Armenia (1919), 5 rubles, BNA 111.13, Pick S657, VF 17.50 

285. Republic of Armenia (1919), 10 rubles, BNA lll.14.a. Pick S658, VF-F 17.50 

286. Republic of Armenia (1919), 100 rubles, BNA III. 19. b. Pick S663, VF 25.00 

287. Republic of Armenia (1920), 5000 rubles, BNA 111.31 .b. Pick S673a, EF+ 45.00 

288. Republic of Armenia (1920), 5000 rubles, BNA 111.31 .c, Pick S673, EF 35.00 


Armenian Antiquity 

289. Six silver bracelets were found with a hoard of 810 Hetoum-Zabel trams.The cross, bird, and other 
engraved decorations on the bracelets indicate that they have been manufactured by the Armenians. 
[Color photographs available: set of 17 pictures for $5.00 (within US), foreign orders $7.00]. To the best 
of our knowledge this is the first time that such a priceless discovery has been made. We have catalogued 
numerous Armenian manusctipts, tens of thousands of Armenian coins, but not a single Armenian jewelry 
from medieval period. Six bracelets 7,500.00 
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EDITORIAL 


To many of you who have written or spoken and requested articles on 
counterfeit detection, grading and cleaning of Armenian coins., your wishes 
are to be fulfilled. Although space within Armenian Numismatic Journal is 
limited because of our meager revenues, we are pleased to be able to 
inaugurate a series on these topics in this issue. 

In this series, "Counterfeit Armenian Coin Detection," is the first to 
grace the pages of our journal's present issue. The second article will 
present grading of ancient and medieval Armenian coins, followed by a 
discussion of coin cleaning. 

Your response to both of these articles is very important. Therefore, it 
is up to you to send us feedback in form of comments from your experiences, 
unknown sources where additional information can be found, and 
recommendations to improve the quality of the articles in this series. 

One of our long range plans is to publish a book on "Armenian Coins 
and Their Values" (ACTVj which wlU be more or less based and guided by Dr. 
Paul Z. Bedouklan's books, the standard reference on the respective series: 
coinage of the Armenian kingdom of Sophene, coinage of the Artaxlads of 
Armenia, coinage of the Armenian kingdom of Commagene, and coinage of 
Cilician Armenia. The revised or the expanded version of both articles 
mentioned above will be included in the appendix of this book. It is our 
conviction that information/ education is the best material we can offer to our 
members and readers in general since collector's best protection is 
knowledge. 

The time table for the publication of ACTV will depend on our 
Society's finances and how fast the photographs can be prepared and 
accumulated for the missing coins. It is hoped that this can be completed 
sometime during the next few years. 

Two veteran Armenian numismatists have been asked to compose 
articles and transmit to our membership/readers their wisdom and 
experience of cleaning ancient Armenian coins. Based on what I have seen, I 
am hopeful that neither one of them will disappoint our audience. 

Y. T. Nercessian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society, 
an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico 
Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors, 
Levon A. Satyan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscriptions 
(individuals and institutions) $10.00 per year. Back issues available. 
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LETTERS 

Thank you for your kind letter and the offprint [Levon III hoard), which I am 
pleased to have for my bookshelf, —and congratulations on a fine piece of work. 

Michael Metcalf 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 


Thanks for your note of 16 March 1992. 

...You may reprint the UNESCO report. The Journal Is really very nice. I think 
you can be proud of what you have done and I know you will have the courage to 
continue. ... I always read the journal with great Interest. Your latest article [LIII hoard) 
was very Interesting and the way you bind up the offprints Is very professional. 

Dlckran Kouymjlan 
Fresno, Cahfomla 

Your package of February 25, 1992 and letter arrived Intact and I will soon 
deliver Chuck’s material and reprints [offprints). Thanks very much for your help and 
effort. It was worthwhile. 

Levon A. Saryan 
Greenfield. Wisconsin 

Enclosed are two checks for the Armenian Numismatic Journal One Is for the 
dues for this year and two more years (if I missed 1991 use this towards that year). The 
second check Is to be used as a donation to keep the Society going. I enjoy the articles 
and the study of Armenian coins. I thank you for your hard work. At times you may 
think that most Armenians don't care about their numismatic heritage and you are 
right! Don't let that discourage you — many of us will pass the numismatic lamp to the 
next generation — perhaps there will be thousands of collectors by then. 

Charles A. Hajlnian 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 

-.^puitnwptulfbi btf J[t jorf.ni.iub1jb p, li’nLq^uiplfbtf lurLUjiiiliit bptupntlt Utniugmj 1990- 

1991 PP' 0'puiUiuq.)nmul(iuC 4uiCr|.t:u^ LPh^ ^tuJaip'iibpp L fnl ^og.nLMiirlt iun.uj'uAiiujui[tuibppt 
IXn.ui’bilth tip gpbJ iTmnpnLir"Ubpp ^lumnplbpf, pn in p q.^ui^bpni.J luim j),np<.iuli$u i biT 

L. nuptujuf np ^uAiri^up utuipni.it ^ L. uiutppb putput p t,piuutuMpiuliijii.itx 

fi'uthtiuipui'hp Jbp nLitlt 'Unp uiitoptjt U^l^pk'h tr ut^'Uiutpupbui'ii, tifitnutli uiiuinit lupuAt 
puMpbuigiulpuit nu uiijuuiuiiuu^px IjiuqiTiulib pighg if ft ^buiiupppfip gni.giuAiu'itq.^u hni.fi pnLiub (Jnifu^u 
fUnpbhuignLhx fun. iL t;fth gutb i hb pliut jutghb i puthgut puthft lujh ut pxH;phb p p, npnhg Jutufth 
uiutuiitutC,utipp fuoubi ^ ftp AlUing 'OtUUnJniI»)uC/»i.//i dni.guigpbi bhp L gpunthbpx 

If^ll nuputfuiu ift ptup jutiuthbJ' bpLuihni.it liut gJ ut lib p uin i.b g gpunt utg^uthb p ft 

phlibpni.pfii.h, 1991 p. uqgphbpfihx C'^libpni.pftLhp nuhft liuth nh ut g p n t. p fi i.h , h ut fu ut guti,h f IT- 

^luipuiigbuinifp, lutm hni.ftpni.uiir nt. gn pirnt-hbuti b pftuiuiuui pg fx ^puiuiiupiulib pn. bhp it ft tftnppftli 
unfuutgftp i'hpuntutgi^utrr uihnuuihnuit nifx bu utjg igui ppb putliuth ft gftututliuth fun p^pguiutni-h bitx bn 
utni.bi bit ftpbhg Sbp <iuug^hx bpLft pj^ utpgfh hiuitiuli gpb i bhx Uftpblft bgfinr, ni.piufu tip 
ifthbhp np PgPuiIig^px U,n.iuf^fih <utJiupfi hfn.pbpp <,un.utpbi bhp, puijg gxt-ni.iupni.pfn.hhbpp lutui 
bh, b^birnf it bp fipiuLfi&iulifigx 

bu it ft iftnppftli jogni.iuir bit gpbi 2b p Qh^b putligni.pbiuh itiuufihx fuhgpni.J bit lutung 
nugutplil^p 2b p Ifhlib piuligni.pbuih itiuufih ^buiLbiuip 

1. 'fiuihfi Jutpg ^ phggpni.utir Qhlib putligni.pb uth itll utn. 1 8 ni.hni.iu p ft 1992 p. L piuhfi bptipftgx 

2 . ^pututut piulini.p fn.hhb p ft ^bn.iuhliiupfi ituiufthx 

hhgpni.it bit utbgbtinuPfn.h lutjuth^p 2ntpbi dl ut n ulib uth ft itutufthx bplint- uttupft ^ n^ J ft 
ptt.p ppnp Xiiuituilihbpfiu ^ uiiuutuiufuuihni.if, gnug^ 4ftt.iuhg ^x Zfutut bit iuh^iuhguinuihni.itx 
fli.giuplini.it bit jogni.iuir h‘ Upnifbiuhfi igiuuilib pnif itbgiufhbpfi itiuufihx— 


Henry Sarkissian 
Yerevan 
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COUNTERFEIT ARMENIAN COIN DETECTION 

By Y. T. Nercessian 
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Introduction 

People^ often question how one knows if a coin is authentic and how one can tell if 
his coin is a genuine piece or counterfeit. These are very good questions to which there 
are no short, precise, and clear cut answers. The fact that numerous collectors have 
solicited this information indicates that there is a need for a convenient reference about 
counterfeit Armenian coin detection. Knowledge is the best protection that the 
numismatic community can have against any kind of counterfeit coin. But information 
on this subject is built gradually and cannot be acquired overnight. This knowledge 
includes technical aspects as well as the wisdom of differentiating of what is genuine 
and what is imitation or forgery. Generally, a collector would do well to purchase his 
coins through reputable and known dealers who specialize in the field of ancient and 
medieval coins. If a collector can demonstrate that a dealer sold him (unknowingly) a 
counterfeit coin, chances are that a reputable dealer will be more than happy to trade it 
for a genmne piece. 

One of the technical characteristics of a hammered or struck coin is the cracks 
appearing on the edge and passing through the flan. It is very hard to find a hammered 
genuine coin which does not have cracks on the edge. Holding an ancient or medieval 
coin in one's fingers, rotating around under a magnifying glass, can quickly reveal if 
the edge possesses cracks or is cut and filed to reduce excess weight or the evidence of 
casting. A genuine tetradrachm of the Artaxiad period or a Roupenian silver coin will 
display numerous cracks on the edge. A close examination with a strong magnifying 
glass will persuade the student that it may be a genuine piece. In ancient period 
(Artaxiad dynasty), blanks of silver (gold or copper) were cast or cut from bars.^ In 
medieval period (Roupenian dynasty), the metal was flattened by hammering and cut 
with scissors into circular blanks.^ They were carefully weighed, trimmed to shape or to 
bring the weight within required tolerance (unlike gold and silver, the tolerance on 
copper or bronze coins was not extremely tight), heated, placed between obverse and 
reverse dies and struck with a heavy hammer on the back of the upper die. In most 
cases, during the striking process, very fine cracks developed on the edges of hammered 
coins. However, there is no guarantee that all struck coins are authentic. Modern 
forgers are in the market to manufacture coins and strike them with presses. The small 
time operator prepares his fake coin by casting. This writer has not yet encountered a 
genuine cast Armenian coin. Coimterfeit Armenian coins, particularly rare ones, is 
always a possibility that a collector must consider in struck form. On many ancient 
authentic coins (but not medieval) there is a concavity on the reverse side which is 
hardly noticeable; in contrast, forgeries have a flat or even convex reverse. 

The weight of a coin is another indication if it is authentic. If a tetradrachm of the 
Artaxiad period has a weight of 18 grams (or 10 grams low weight) or if a bilingual 
tram has a weight of 4 grams (or 2 grams low weight), this alone would be sufficient to 
raise the suspicion of a collector. This is where purchasing a book, learning about the 
average weight and size of a coin becomes extremely useful. Once the student is armed 
with the basic knowledge about the coin, he can learn peripheral information gradually 
or very fast depending on his motivation. The important point is that the information 
should be available to him for reference whenever necessary. 


^ Read during the December 7, 1985 meeting of the Armenian Numismatic Society in Pico Rivera, 
California as a part of 'Odd and Curious Armenian Money' lecture. 

2Q. F. Hill, Ancient Methods of Coining (Numismatic Chronicle reprint series, New York, 1977). 

2 P. Z. Bedoukian, 'The Art of Coinage in Cilician Armenia," Handes Amsorya, Vol. LXXVIl (April-June 
1963), Nos. 4-6, pp. 247-264 (in Armenian); also in Selected Numismatic Studies [henceforth SNS] (Los 
Angeles, 1981), pp 371-380. 
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Determination of specific gravity is another good indication of a coin's authenticity. 
For the measurement of specific gravity of ancient and medieval coins, the well-known 
method of Greek scientist Archimedes is very useful. The fineness of silver coins of 
Levon I and Hetoum I is very high (more than 90%) whereas those of Levon III and 
Levon IV is much less (around 50%). It must be kept in mind that precautions should be 
undertaken so that the result is accurate and repeatable. Internal spaces and external 
corrosion can cause problems — coin needs to be in good condition for a good result. 
According to Caley, "It is reliable for estimating silver in silver objects only when the 
proportion of silver is very high. No quantitative significance can be attached to the 
specific gravity of ancient objects composed of alloys of base metals".^ 

Perhaps the most important factor that will protect a collector against forgeries is the 
education of what constitutes a genuine coin. The student must be willing to invest a 
small amount of money in a good numismatic book relating to his subject. He should 
study, make himself familiar with the requirements of a genuine coin and know where 
to quickly locate metrological data for reference. This would be his strongest defense 
against becoming a victim of a deception scheme. 

Last but not least, if possible, the student should have in his library for reference, 
literature and information revealing all about the existing imitations and forgeries. If 
the student is knowledgeable enough that another party is trying to deceive him, already 
he is alerted and to certain extent protected against becoming a victim. Forgeries of 
Armenian coins are not abundant since they do not command a very high price yet. 
There are sufficient forgeries and collectors should be alerted to it. 


CATALOGUE OF FORGERIES 

The coins catalogued below give an indication of the accumulated fake Armenian 
coins. Some of these coins are dehberately manufactured with built in "errors" to protect 
the manufacturer from the law. His defense would be imitating a coin for a souvenir 
and not exactly duplicating it. But there is a thin line between a coin manufactured to be 
only "display" or "souvenir" copy and a coin intended to deceive collectors. Today's 
innocent imitation manufactured for a display case can be tomorrow's deception coin in 
the hands of unscrupulous coin dealers. One of the best protection a collector can have 
against counterfeits is the knowledge and information on existing forgeries. The 
catalogue in hand is not intended to be a complete list of existing forgeries, but it should 
be used as a guide to help a collector in identifying if his coin is genuine or coimterfeit. 
Readers having unpublished counterfeit Armenian coins are encouraged to contact the 
author or Armenian Numismatic Society. 

Tigranes II tetradrachm^ 

1. The tetradrachm is an electrotype. It is almost perfectly circular, the edge is nice 
smooth, rounded and some places it is flat. Black material similar to tar is used to give 
toning or patina effect. The detail workmanship is very crude. The coin apparently 
passed through rollers and flattened. The weight is too low. The die is copied® from CAA, 
No. 29. 

AR 27 mm, 12.67 grams YN collection 


^ E. R. Caley, "Estimation of Composition of Ancient Metal Objects; Utility of Specific Gravity 
Measurements," Analytical Chemistry, Vol. XXIV (1952), pp. 676-681. 

® There are numerous gold pieces struck and cast with the portrait of Tigranes II. Paul Z. Bedoukian 
concludes that all of them are forgeries without exception. Therefore, no need is seen to catalogue these 
fantasy pieces, imitations or souvenirs in this paper. The student is encouraged to read Bedoukian's "Gold 
Forgeries of Tigranes the Great of Armenia," Museum Notes, Vol. XI (1964), pp. 303-306, plate XLIX; also 
in SNS, pp. 72-76. 

® Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia [henceforth CAA] (London, 1978). 
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Obv.: Bust of Tigranes II draped right, wearing Armenian tiara. A diadem knotted at 

the back encircles the head and falls down. Divided drapes cover the ear and 
neck. The tiara is decorated with an eight-pointed star flanked by two eagles. 
Fillet border. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch seated right on a rock, holding a palm-branch in right hand. At 
her feet, the river god Orontes is swimming right. To r. downward BA2IAEQZ. 
To left downward TIFPANOY. Behind Tyche, the letters A above M and in right 
field the letter H. 

Tigranes II tetradrachm 

2. The tetradrachm is one of the Greek counterfeits of Carl Wilhelm Becker.'^ This is a 
flawless piece whose obverse portrait has never been seen on a genuine coin, and the 
reverse is absolutely a perfect execution, it should should raise the suspicion of any 
potential buyer. The collector needs to do some research in reference material. He needs 
to check the weight, specific gravity, counterfeits, and other related literature to see if the 
coin is a forgery or genuine. If needed, the collector should seek the advice of an expert. 
This coin closely resembles two types of coins illustrated in Bedoukian: CAA, plates 2 
and 3, Nos. 19 and 34, respectively. Note that for No. 19, Bedoukian calls the "letter Y" 
and in 34 "circle o." But both obverse and reverse of 19 and 34 look identical in 
illustrations. In CAA, No. 34, Bedoukian labels the last two coins "both forgeries" for 
Vienna Mekhitarist Museum tetradrachms. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 1. 

Rev.: Similar to No. 1. Monogram H on rock and circle o in right field. 

Tigranes II tetradrachm 

3. The tetradrachm is a modern forgery. Here again the obverse is unique and has 
never appeared on any other genuine tetradrachm. In addition to being of almost perfect 
execution there is also a star to the left of king's ear. This star has never been seen on 
any other genuine tetradrachm or drachm. The reverse monogram A is another 
giveaway. Philip Kinns® has an extensive study and catalogue on this type of forgeries. 
CAA, No. 27. 

Obv.: Similar to No. 1, but a small star to the left of ear. 

Rev.: Similar to No. 1, but monogram X on rock, in right field, A. 

Tigranes II tetradrachm 

4. The tetradrachm is a modern forgery. The obverse is similar to the coin described 
in No. 3. However, the reverse is different where the Tyche holds the head of river god 
Orontes, decapitated body is below swimming in the river. Philip Kinns^also discusses 
this type of coin forgery in his study. Both gold and silver specimens are modern 
forgeries. There is no satisfactory explanation^® why this modern forgery was 
conceived. CAA, No. 16. 

Obv.: Similar to No, 3. 

Rev.: Similar to No. 1, but monogram X on rock. Antioch Tyche is holding by hair 

head of river god Orontes instead of palm-branch. At her feet decapitated river 

god Orontes swimming, 

Levon I gold 

5. Recently numerous gold coins of King Levon I have surfaced on the market. Of one 


^ G. F. Hill, Becker the Counterfeiter (reprint, Chicago, 1979), part I, p. 71. No. 121, plate VIII. 

® After the above lecture was delivered, P. Kinns published an article entitled "Myrina and Related 
Forgeries," Museum Notes, Vol. XXX (1985), pp. 61-63, No. 29, plate 27, where he discusses two types 
of Armenian forgeries. 

® ibid.. No. 30. 

Haji Toros discusses this coin extensively in “Tigran’s Fantasy Enhanced," Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 125-129. The explanation is not considered satisfactory and not 
accepted by numismatists. 
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type at least several specimens are known and they are obvious forgeries. They are 
manufactured in Antakya, Turkey, by a jeweler and the workmanship are poor. Their 
average weight is 2.5 grams. P. Z. Bedoukian has illustrated and discussed this type of 
extensively.^^ The gold pieces are struck froni the same dies that they have used to 
strike the silver coins Nos. 7 and 8. 

AV24 mm, 3.01 gm, about 0.5 mm thick NJ collection 

Obv. and Rev.: Similar to No. 7. 


Levon I tram 

6. This type coins have been examined by Fr. Clement SibiUani^ and he concludes that 
both specimens are cast and obvious forgeries. However, Sibilian states that the Venice 
(Fig. 6a) and Vienna (Fig. 6b) specimens have been cast from different dies.^^ The 
Vienna specimen is much heavier than any other known tram of King Levon I. 
Bedoukian published the photograph of Vienna specimen (Fig. 6c) and notes that there 
are three specimens of this forgery, all from the same mold, although due to difficulties 
in casting, they appear somewhat different on first glance. (With the four letters in 
parentheses on the reverse side, presumably the counterfeiter had an Armenian date in 
mind, 3133?) Catalogued in CCA , No. 771. 

Obv.: The king is seated on a throne ornamented with lions, wearing a crown and 

royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross in his right hand and fleur-de- 
lis in his left. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

+it?hn‘u o-uq^uhnn 4U3Uua 

Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant regardant. Clockwise Armenian 

inscription, 

-i-i^upnanhf9'B‘u un (q.diq.) 


Levon I tram • i i 

7. The coin is apparently struck with a modern press. In an effort to reduce weight the 

edges are cut and filed. The marks are visible. King s chest and knees have a high 
relief similar to the lions on the reverse. The workmanship is very crude. Definitely, 
the lettering is not representative of the Roupenian period. If nothing else even the 
novice should notice that the weight is very heavy. Also on the reverse, the second letter 
from the end of the last word "U.USnMrn3" (God) is engraved with "0" letter. This letter 
does not exist in the Armenian alphabet. This forgery is catalogued in CCA, No. 775. 
AR23 mm, 3.15 grams YN collection 

Obv.: Similar to No. 6. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

HVhnij f9'U9.nn uirtij 4U3na 

Rev.: Similar to No. 6. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

-f-iiurnanhfa'B'u uusritr n 3 

Levon I tram 

8. This coin is identical to the fake coin described above. No. 7. It is struck exactly with 
the same dies. To eliminate the high relief, these silver pieces are apparently flattened 
between rollers frequently used by jewelers to straighten, flatten, and thin precious 
metals. Catalogued in CCA, No. 774. 

AR22 mm, 2.23 grams collection 


P. Z. Bedoukian, “Armenian Gold Coins of the Roupenian Dynasty,’ Museum Notes, Vol. XXV (1962), 
pp. 113-120, plate XXV; also in SNS, pp. 63-71; Coinage of Cilician Armenia [henceforth CCA] (New York, 
1962; Danbury, CT, 1979), pp. 68-75, 226. 

’2 Fr. C. Sibilian, Classification of Roupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), pp. 11-12, Fig. 5, plate I, No. 12 
(in Armenian). 

It is interesting to read “Fr. Clement Sibilian's Letters Addressed to Fr. Abraham Charian, Venice, 
Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XV (1989), p. 86, letter No. 5 (in Armenian), where Fr. Sibilian is 
discussing these coins. 

P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, p. 100. 
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Levon I tram • 

9. The coin is apparently struck with a modern press. In an effort to reduce weight the 
edges are cut and filed. The marks are visible. The workmanship is ve^ crude. The 
lettering is definitely not representative of the Roupenian period. If nothing else, 

the novice can observe immediately the fourth letter of king's name is spelled with O 
letter instead of "0" in Armenian. In the entire coinage of the Roupenian dynasty not a 
single silver coin exists engraved with "0" letter. Not listed in CCA. 

AR23 mm, 3.15 grams collection 

Obv.: Similar to No. 6. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

+lbhO‘u fo-uq-uhnn 4U3na 

Rev.: Similar to No. 6. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

+bunnanhnn‘u uusnhtrns 

Levon I tank 

10. The coin is struck and not cast. The workmanship is very crude. The design is 
completely different from all other known tanks of Levon I. The line drawing of this 
coin was published by Sibilian (Fig. 10a). Three specimens of this coin are known in 
Vienna and Venice Mekhitarist Museums. According to Sibilian,^® the coin is made of 
yollowish bronze. Bedoukiani® concludes that it is obvious forgery struck with a very 
crudely made die and there are two varieties of this curious looking coin. Catalogued in 
CCA, Nos. 772, 773 (Figures 10b and 10c). 

Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king facing, wearing crown with many dots. Clockwise 

Armenian inscription, 

HbhO'u fO-uq-UhOP 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

+0b‘ubUl h ’ftUT.U'R'u UbU 

Levon I tank 

11. Examination with a powerful magnifying glass reveals this coin to be cast. Cracks 

on the edge are missing. Furthermore, on some letters, a cavity is formed due to trapped 
air bubbles. It is cast in a white alloy metal and copper plated, then covered with a black 
material resembling tar. During the process of cleaning the tar, the copper plating 
started coming off. Scratching the corrosion underneath the copper plating revealed the 
white alloy. The coin is copied from CCA, No. 746. This forgery is not listed in CCA. 
AE28 mm, 4.83 grams YN collection 

Obv.: Similar to No. 10. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

Hbhn'u fO'uq^uhnp 4U3hn8 

Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two stars in the field. Clockwise Armenian inscription, 

+Cb‘ut?ui b ctuauq.'u b UbU 

Levon I tank 

12. The coin is cast from the same dies as coin No. 11. This example is cast from lead, 
covered with black tar, and can be bent under pressure like soft metal. After cleaning 
the black tar coating, the white lead was revealed. Even without a magnifying glass, a 
trained eye can detect evidence of casting. This forgery is not listed in CCA. 

AE28 mm, 7.79 grams YN collection 

Hetoum-Zabel tram 

13. This coin is a cast piece. First it was covered with black tar. This black material 
should arouse a collector's suspicion. After cleaning all the black coating on one of 
them, it was immediately apparent that the silver piece was cast. First, the fabric did not 
resemble a struck coin by not having a smooth texture. Second, numerous "tiny holes" 
of trapped air bubbles exist on the coin. A good example of this hole is on the reverse, last 


Sibilian, pp. 21-22, Fig. 9. 

P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, p. 101. 
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word second letter from the end, upper portion of the right arm of the Armenian letter 
"A" (A). Also the edge is cut and filed; there are no edge cracks. Furthermore, the 
purchased lot had several similar pieces, all covered with the same black tar. A second 
piece was cleaned. Then the coins were studied under powerful microscope. The 
conclusion was the same. Normally this coin would catalogue CCA, No. 1083. It is not 

listed in CCA. ,, 

AU 01 Q nr: m-omc YN collection 

1 iniiij o.Uo ^rsins ^ i * i i tt i i. i x*i, j .r 

Obv.: On the left, queen to right but facing. On the right, Hetoum to left and facing. 
Both crowned and wearing royal vestments. Both holding the cross. Clockwise 
Armenian inscription, 

+bupm,nf9‘ p'o'u u3 1 . 

Rev.: Lion walking to right, with left paw uplifted. Cross behind the lion. Clockwise 

inscription, 

+<bl0'nMT fd'UWWT' 4U3 


Hetoum-Kaikhusrewtram r • i uv j 

14. The bilingual tram is a modern forgery. N. M. Lowick published this coin and 
brought to the attention of numismatic community. The execution seems to be carried 
on with some care but the lettering reveals numerous weaknesses on close examination. 
The Armenian lettering does not resemble very neat, orderly, and meticulous 
engraving as is customarily seen on Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual trams, 
Hetoum’s name is misspelled in Armenian, some characters do not even resemble 
Armenian letters, and others blundered. On the reverse, the ^abic letters have 
weaknesses also. The word sanah (year) is poorly rendered, and the word arba (four) 
fades off in a strange way. At the left-hand end of the second line, the letter mim is not 
closed up. In the fourth line, the letter qaf in Kaiqobad is not properly closed up. 
Furthermore, the forgery is thicker than the originals and slightly convex on both sides. 
The forgery is dated A.H. 644. If nothing else, its heavy weight (3.19 and_ 3.80 gram) 
should make a collector suspicious. It is copied from a coin similar to author s ADABT, 
plates III, No. 36 and VIII, No. 54. This forgery is not listed in CCA. 

AR22 mm, 3.19 grams 

Obv.: King on horseback to right, wearing a 

crown and holding in his right hand a 
sceptre which extends over his right _ 

shoulder. Clockwise inscription, ? 

-i-^bfa-nMr (O'uo.uhnn ^U3na 

Rev.: Arabic legend in four lines, ^ 


YN collection 


|l 








t: 

F 


Hetoum I tank made of gold r . -4. 

15. This is an obvious cast gold piece. Perhaps a jeweler tried to manufacture it as a 
souvenir. Once it is in unscrupulous hands then they look for potential victims for their 
deception (as they tried on this writer for some astronomical price). The cast mold may 
have been copied from a coin catalogued CCA, No. 1321. However, the gold forgery is not 

listed in CCA. , 1 i u 

Obv • The king is seated on a throne adorned with lions. He holds the globus cruciger 

in his left hand and in his right a fleur-de-lis extending over his right shoulder. 

Circular Armenian inscription in clockwise fashion, 

+^,t?i0‘nMT 4U3na .... 

Rev.: Potent cross with four lines in four quarters. Circular inscription in 

clockwisefashion, 

-f-OMibUl h q>U1.U9.‘u h UbU 


N. M. Lowick, "A Forgery of the Hetoum/Kaikhusrew Tram,’ Numismatic Circular, Vol. LXXXIV 
(June 1976), No. 6, p. 233; also in Armenian Numismatic Journal. Series I. Vol. II (1976), p. 41. 

1 ® Y. T. Nercessian. Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams (Los Angeles, 1983), pp. 24- 
26, plate 111, No. 36 and for an enlarged illustration see plate VIII, No. 54. 
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A MEDAL OF THE ARMENIAN COLLEGE IN CALCUTTA 

By Paul Z. Bedoukian, Ph. D. 


Although the striking of Armenian coins ceased with the collapse of the Roupenian 
dynasty in 1375, the issuEince of medals requiring only the efforts of an institution or an 
individual continued through the ensuing centuries. 

It is unfortunate that so few Armenian medals have appeared in publications. In his 
classic work Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature, Y. Nercessian^ lists 
nearly 1300 references of which merely 100 refer to medals, including a handful struck 
outside of Armenia. 

An interesting silver medal which came to the writer's possession some time ago 
was struck by the Armenian College in Calcutta established in 1826 (Plate III, No. 1). 
According to the Armenian Encyclopedia,^ \he Armenian colony in Calcutta was in 
existence before the coming of the British. Armenian tombstones have been found dated 
1630 and 1648. In 1724, the colony was sufficiently large £md prosperous to build the St. 
Nazareth Armenian Church. In 1820, the Armenians published a newspaper and 
continued publication of other books and periodicals. Some schools and cultural 
organizations are in operation to this day. By 1979, however, through assimilation or 
dispersion, the count of Armenians living in Calcutta numbered barely 180. 

The medal under discussion was issued by the Armenian College to be given to 
students on special occasions. On the reverse is a wreath arovmd the border surrounding 
a blank space in the center for inscriptions befitting the occasion. In the blank space of 
our medal is inscribed "29-12-24," obviously the date of the presentation of the medal, 
over the word "FLY," the meaning of which remains obscure. 

The obverse is quite interesting; The legend reads: (above) "ARMENIAN 
COLLEGE" and (below) CALCUTTA. The design in the center represents the coat of 
arms of Armenia. 

The representation of the coat of arms is in itself worthy of special study. Several 
designs of coats of arms of Armenia have appeared in publications during the past 
century. None of these is official, of course, except the one on passports issued by the 
independent Republic of Armenia. S. Vratzian,^ in his volume Republic of Armenia 
shows another version, again different from the one seen on our medal. 

Above the shield of the coat of arms is a crown adorned with a cross on the top, 
undoubtedly denoting the Christian nature of the crown. The crown itself as usual is 
adorned with precious stones. 

In the center of the shield is a circle portraying Mt. Ararat, with Noah's Ark. 

In the upper right hand quarter of the shield are figures of the sun, the legendary 
dragon (Vishap) and flames. This is indeed a mythical presentation of the beliefs in 
prehistoric Armenia. In ancient times, the Persians and Armenians worshipped the fire 
and the sun. The cult of the dragons was also practiced in Armenia and to this day 
many large stones in Armenia are called Vishaps. The pictorial representation here, 
however, is that of a winged creature with the head of a serpent. It should be recalled that 


^ Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature (Los Angeles, 1984). 

^ Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia - umlbimulfiuG f!uiGpuiq.fnmupuiC (Yerevan, 1979), Vol. V, p. 178. 

S. Vratzian, Republic of Armenia - ^luimuinmCft ^iuGpLuufhwmj 9 ^f)iG (Paris, 1928). 
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the concept of the sun God conquering the Vishap dates back to the earliest times of 
Egyptian history. 

lower right hand quarter shows the moon, nine 5"pointed stars and the head and 
shoulders of a lamb. The significance of this is not clear. The third or lower left hand 
corners show a seated lion and a towel or a sheet of linen with the imprint of a head. 
This lion was the insignia of the Roupenian kings of Cilician Armenia the imprint 
of a head refers to the legend mentioned by Moses of Khorene: "Anan, Abgar’s 
messenger, brought his letter with the Saviour s portrait from life, which has remained 
in the city of Edessa up to the present."^ 

The fourth, upper left-hand corner shows the figure of an eagle, the emblem of the 
Artaxiad dynasty, and an edifice with three spires. The significance of this structure is 
not apparent, but may refer to a building of the pre-Christian era. 

The shield is held by two lions with their heads turned backwards. The two lions 
wear different crowns. The one on the left wears a squarish crown possibly related to the 
crowns seen on the coins of the Artaxiads. The crown of the right lion is reminiscent of 
the crowns worn by more modern kings, perhaps those of Cilician Armenia. 

The background of these decorations consists of two large flags on each side, a lance 
on the left (French polaxe, 15th century) and another lance (a double ^e) on the right.^ 
Nearest the crown on either side are two indistinct weapons of the medieval period. 

It is obvious that the medal was designed by a knowledgeable person, possibly a‘ 
teacher of history at the Armenian College. 

The medal is made of silver, and weighs 28.65 grams. Its diameter is 38 mm. and 
thickness is 2.5 mm. 

Possibly, some of these medals could have been struck in gold or in copper. It may be 
of interest to write to the Armenian College in Calcutta requesting any information they 
may be able to provide. 

\U,if ] 

biu^lliupiu pun|iup)iC ilt2 fiminipiuC Up uoqpiuft t: q.hpUqiIiu(lmpuiphp l<iuC, npnCp 

j»miuqpniiu 5 hC 1630 U 1648 : lihp^iuiliu, 180 fimj IpuphiJi pu '^1 Q-UiClil 

fi)iiICuiri.pnuu6 t 1826 p-nifiC: M.iupduipuiCfi p-nqiupljiud Uhqiu]^}iG 
huiUp ul^qpl1C iqiupuaq l^njunuuft t (Siuiuimuli III, !)*• Cluin hplatiif^li, iiuuiml| um[ipahpniC 
TUUuiCnqChpniC upupqhiuunpnibii^ni Ciquiuiuil|ni[ dtinCiupl^niiu& ilhqiu^ iIpG t: buiUji pnuuqpmp-juGG t 
«29-12-24», qnp iupdiuGuiqpniiu& t «FLY» piunfiG ifpuq, npni Gmiuunul^p luGiuiiin l^p GGiup 

Ubiquqji hphufiG i[puij|i t «ARMENIAN COLLEGE^ U «CALCUTTA»; bh.ri.pnGp 

qpnuuqniiuh t 4 iuiuiuuuuGti q^GluG2luGo: b,iufiiuGti Upu^C qhuihqniiuh t puiq 6p: bUqpnGp, 
2P2UiGiul^liG Uli 2 l^ 1 |D C2UuipmJi Upuipiuin i.hnp U ‘uniji imuu|iuGp: b.hpp UI2^G u^mull^hpnlu^6 t lupUG ni 
ii|i2uuq Up, iliupp lU2^G' iniufiGC m muinqhpp U qumGnili)i Up niup, itmpp aiujuliG' Guimud lunjud Up 
U 3^umu^1 Gl^lupnll luGdhnng Up, qhpp diululiG' uip 61 ii Up U hphp upui6uqp qiuqiupm[ 2tCp Up: 

b,iufiiuGp pnGnuuS t hpljni iunlii6Ghpni puii»hpni|_: bulj l^_lufiluG^ hln^G l^uiG qpo2iul<Ghp, G^qlul^GUp 
U Uli2CuiquiphiuG qtGphp: Uhqiuip 2^Cnlu^6 t wpSmpt, 28.65 qpiuU, 38 UU uipiuUiuqli6 U 2.5 UU 
fiiuuinnip|uG: 

^UPbd. uiSDhbbU'u 


^ R. W. Thomson, Moses Khorenatsi, History of the Armenians (Cambridge, MA, 1978). 
® Dictionary of the Middle Ages, Vol. 7 (New York, 1986), p. 324, Scribners. 
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Historical Background 

In commemoration of its 45th anniversary the Fresno Numismatic Society, founded 
in 1946, has issued silver and gold plated bronze medals dedicated to the Armenian 
community of Fresno. Fresno's Armenian community is one of the oldest in America 
and the members of that community have contributed both as individuals and as a 
community to not only Fresno and California but to the United States and the greater 
Armenian population. 

Interestingly, Armenian immigration into America began in 1618 when Martin the 
Armenian came to Jamestown, Virginia, as a member of the Virginia Company of 
London. In 1653 George the Armenian and another, both of whom had "a high reputation 
in their native land for their skill and experience in raising silk worm," also arrived. ‘ 
However, the first mass immigration to America began when Armenians arrived spo- 
radically from Constantinople and Western Armenia during the nineteenth century. 
This was due to the work of American missionaries in the Ottoman Empire. They usu- 
ally came to America as single individuals, usually to attend college or seminary and 
few actually settled.^ A new wave of immigrants came because of the Turkish persecu- 
tions before World War I, during the time of the massacre of 300,000 Armenians in the 
Ottoman Empire from 1894 to 1896 under Sultan Abdul Hamid II.^ More than 4,000 came 
each year to the United States during that time. Another group followed the 1909 .mas- 
sacre of 30,000 Armenians in Adana, Cilicia, which prepared the way for the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915.“* * These immigrants usually travelled in family units and settled per- 
manently in the United States. During World War I Armenians that survived the 
Genocide, but were otherwise displaced, came to the United States. As of June, 1917, 
55,057 Armenians immigrated to the United States. By 1923, communities established 
themselves in New York, Fresno, Boston, Worchester, Detroit, Chicago, Philadelphia, 
West Hoboken, Jersey City, Cleveland, Los Angeles, Providence, Saint Louis, San 
Francisco, Lowell, Lawrence, Lynn, Hartford, Bridgeport, and New Haven.^ California 
around the Fresno and the San Joaquin Valley became the great center for the Arme- 
nian community in America. 

The first Armenians to settle in Fresno were Hagop and Garabed Seropian in 1881. 
They opened a general store and eventually entered the fruit packing business. As a 
consequence of their letters, 40 Armenians left Marsovan, the Seropian's hometown, in 
1883 and settled in the San Joaquin Valley.® Yet Armenians arrived not only from their 
ancient communities in Asia Minor but also from the East Coast, being lured to the area 
because of its similarity in climate and fertility to the Armenian countryside. However, 
by 1894 there were an estimated 360 Armenians in Fresno. This was to rise dramati- 
cally to an estimated 3,000 as a result of the Hamidian massacres.^ 

In Fresno, those with money invested in land or opened businesses. Others worked 
as manual laborers. Nevertheless, because of their business acumen and work ethic the 
Armenians in and around Fresno achieved considerable success by the time of World 
War I. Besides owning many businesses in town, they also helped pioneer many of the 
agricultural enterprises of the area, notably in the grape and raisin industry, but also 


^ James H. Tashjian, The Armenians of the United States and Canada {Boston, 1946), p. 6. 

^ Gary A. Kulhanjian, The Historical and Sociological Aspects ofAnnenian Immigration to the United States 1890 to 
1930 (San Francisco, 1975), p. 47. 

® Fredrick D.Greene, Armenian Massacres or the Sword of Mohammed (New York, 1 896). 

* Christopher J. Walker, Armenia: The Survival of a Nation (New York, 1 980). 

® Vartan M. Malcom, The Armenians in America (Boston, 1919), p. 75. 

® David Waldstreicher, The Armenian Americans from The Peoples of North America (New York, 1989), p. 59. 

^ Robert Mirak, Tom Between Two Lands/ Armenians in America, 1890 to World War I (Cambridge, 1983), p. 1 13. 
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the animal and poultry, hay, Armenian cucumber, watermelon, berry, and even tobacco 
industries.® 

There has been cases of prejudice towards Armenian immigrants and Armenians 
have been mistreated and discriminated against like other minority groups. The most 
significant case of discrimination on a national level is evidenced by the case of the 
United States vs. Cartozian, when the United States sued for the annulment of the natu- 
ralization papers of Tatos 0. Cartozian in 1925 because Armenians were of Asiatic des- 
cent. On July 27, 1925, in Portland, Oregon, District Court Judge C. Wolverton, after 
hearing anthropologists and historians, allowed Cartozian and Armenians to be natu- 
ralized because they were of European Alpine descent.^ Most other overt cases of racial 
discrimination take place in Fresno. Armenians were prohibited from owning land 
through covenants incorporated to the deed, and Fresno's Armenians were also excluded 
from certain social groups and churches. Discrimination also included insulting and 
derogatory ethnic stereotypes imposed on the population. 

However, currently much has changed. The population of Armenians in America 
approaches nearly a million, and the population of Armenians in Fresno and the San 
JoaQuin Valley area is somewhere near 40,000. Nevertheless, the Greater Los Angeles 
area has supplanted Fresno as the dominant Armenian center. Yet at the Fresno County 
Courthouse, by the intersection of Tulare and M streets, the bronze statue of the 
legendary Armenian folk hero David of Sassoun {Sassountzi Davit) was erected in 
honor of the contribution of the Armenians to the citys history. The statue was executed 
in 1970 by sculptor Varaz Samuelian, an inhabitant of Fresno who moved from his 
native Yerevan, Armenia as a consequence of World War II. 


The medallions j 

As stated previously, the Fresno Numismatic Society had the unique idea of dedicat- 
ing its 45th anniversary medal to the Armenian community of Fresno (Plate III, No. 2). 
The medals were issued in silver and gold plated bronze. Mrs. Ruth Phillips, Fresno 
Numismatic Society representative, conceived the idea and design of the medal. Pressed 
Metal Products of Vancouver, British Columbia, cut the dies and transformed the 
conceptual design into reality. 


Obverse; The imposing statue of David of Sassoun on a horse to right. David holds a 
sword pointed downward with his right hand. Horse's hind legs are mounted 
on a trapezoid shaped base. Horse's tail falls back and touches the ground be- 
hind the trapezoid base. Circular inscription, "FRESNO NUMISMATIC SO- 
CIETY 45TH ANNIVERSARY," below it "1946-1991." In the right field the 
four lined dedication reads, "HONORING FRESNO'S ARMENIAN HER- 
ITAGE." In the left field is the sculptor's signature, Varaz. 

Reverse: On the back of the medal is the logo of "FRESNO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 

ORGANIZED 1946." The map of California, divided into numerous sections, 
with "Fresno" in the middle, dominates the reverse. To the right of the map 
is the motto of the Society "THE HOBBY OF COINS, CURRENCY AND 
MEDALS." To the left of California map, on two lines, is "A.N.A. 12477, 
C.S.N.A. 796," membership numbers of Fresno Numismatic Society with 
American Numismatic Association and California State Numismatic Asso- 
ciation. 

Rim.: The engraving on the edge reads, ".999 silver 9NP. Note that there is no 

engraving on the rim of gold plated bronze medal. 9 M P represents the 
three initials of Pressed Metal Products. 

Data: Diameter 38 mm, thickness 2.5 mm, silver 31.91 grams, gold plated bronze 

22.12 grams. 


pp.1 19-122. 

® 'Decides for Armenians,' New York Times, (28 July, 1925), 12:8. 
Mirak, pp.1 44-146. 
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The silver tetradrachms of Tigranes II the Great (95-56 B.C.) are, along with those of his son 
Artavasdes, the largest and intrinsically the most valuable of all ancient and medieval Armenian 
coins.They have been highly prized by collectors for their rarity and aesthetic excellence ever 
since they were first introduced to the numismatic world by Spanhem in 1664 and 1671 

Various attempts have been made in the past to classify the coinage of Tigranes, by MacDon- 
ald, ^ Garabetian,® Haji Toros,"* Bedoukian,® and most recently by Foss.® Generally, numismatists 
subdivide their classifications based on differences in style, reverse inscriptions, and Greek letter 
monograms appearing on the reverse of the coins. Suffice it to say that Bedoukian's efforts in this 
regard represent the most comprehensive for the large number of specimens recorded (more 
than 450, of which nearly 200 are silver tetradrachms of Tigranes ), including examples held by the 
world's principal public and private collections. In this writer's opinion, Bedoukian provides the 
most plausible attribution of mint cities, and his classification scheme offers the advantages of 
logical arrangement and comprehensibility for the average collector. Nevertheless, many ques- 
tions about the Artaxiad coinage remain unanswered. 

It is unusual that, although 40 types and varieties of Tigranes tetradrachms are known to nu- 
mismatic scholarship, most of the known examples are restricted to one of three different principal 
types (Bedoukian Nos. 17, 20, and 21). The comparative rarity of Tigranes tetradrachms is related 
to the fact that very few excavations of Armenian sites have been allowed in Western Armenia. 
Another factor to be kept in mind is that these coins have been popular with collectors for more 
than a century, and many examples in private collections remain unrecorded. Thus there is a good 
reason to anticipate that new varieties will be revealed as hoards are unearthed and old collections 
are dispersed. 

A recently discovered hoard of Tigranes silver pieces, reportedly numbering about 80 coins, 
has reached the numismatic market. This article describes three previously unreported Tigranes 
tetradrachms obtained for the author's collection in November 1 990, part of a group of eight which 
is believed to have originated from this hoard. This report should interest researchers attempting 
to explicate the series. 

The Tiara 

The principal design features of the silver coinage of Tigranes are remarkably consistent from 
specimen to specimen. Tigranes is always shown on the obverse, facing right, wearing a unique 
tiara which is characteristic of the ancient Armenian series.^ The reverse designs are restricted to 
only two principal types, a statue of the city goddess Tyche seated facing either right (the com- 
mon "Antioch" type) or left (the extremely rare "Damascus" type). Likewise, only two basic varia- 
tions in the Greek-lettered inscription are found, either "KING TIGRANES" (common te- 
tradrachms), or "KING OF KINGS TIGRANES" (extremely rare for tetradrachms). 

The tiara of Tigranes typically shows a prominent, centrally-placed eight-pointed sun or star 
flanked by two eagles back to back with heads twisted towards the sun. Only two very rare vari- 
eties on this theme have been reported; the "comet" type, in which one of the ray of the star is ex- 


* See Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature (Los Angeles, 1984), 
citations 51 0 and 685. 

2 George MacDonald, "The Coinage of Tigranes I," Arm.N.J., Ser. I, Vol. V (1979), No. 2, pp. 13-22. 
Reprinted from Numismatic Chronicle of 1 902. 

® Berj M. Garabetian, "The Coinage of Tigranes the Great," Arm.N.J., Ser. I, Vol. Ill (1977), No. 2, pp. 
13-16. Reprinted from Bazmavep of 1952. 

"* Haji Toros, "Tigran's Tetradrachms," Arm.N.J., Vol. ll(1976),Na1, pp. 5-8. Reprinted from SANoi 1970. 

® Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), pp. 14-16, 47-55. 

® Clive Foss, "The Coinage of Tigranes the Great; Problems, Suggestions, and a New Find," Numismatic 
Chronicle, Vol. 146 (1986), pp. 19-66, esp. pp. 19-38. 

^Y. T. Nercessian, "The Evolution of the Armenian Tiara," Arm.N.J., Vol. XI (1985), No. 1, pp. 2-12. 
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tended to form a comet and the eagles are deleted; and the Damascus type, which shows the 
usual star with one eagle instead of two. 

Coin 1 reported below is highly unusual in that the central star has six rays or points rather than 
eight. The writer has been unable to locate any other Tigranes coins in the numismatic literature 
with the tiara showing a six-pointed star.s In this writer’s opinion, the star appearing on the tiara was 
intended to be the most important element of the design; its central placement draws and focuses 
the viewer's attention. The star may represent the Mithraic Sun God,9and was undoubtedly of 
deep religious significance. The reason for this deviation from the normal depiction is unknown. It 
may be a reflection of the craftsmanship of a particular die engraver, or less likely the product of a 
hitherto unknown mint. It seems unlikely, however, that a six-pointed star reflects a different sym- 
bolism than the usual eight-pointed depiction. 

Reverse Monograms 

The reverse monograms on Tigranes silver coins are used in the various classification 
schemes, since these are easily identified differences from coin to coin. In the Seleucid series, 
monograms may represent dates, mint officinae, city mint marks, or may have undetermined sig- 
nificance. A satisfactory interpretation of these symbols is not presently available,^ ^ Accordingly, a 
complete corpus of the monograms used and their associations continues to be of importance for 
Armenian numismatics. 

Coins 2 and 3 below bear a hitherto unreported variety of reverse monogram, which appears 
on the rock beneath the seated statue of Tyche. The monogram is a circle with five internal lines, 
appearing as a cross with an extra line within a circle, resembling a wheel with five spokes or alter- 
natively, a pie with five unequal slices. The 0 monogram could be interpreted as a Greek letter 
Theta superimposed on a Y. 

Examination of these two coins show their reverses to be related to Bedoukian 22. The re- 
verses, while different from each other and Bedoukian's illustration, both show "elongated fin- 
gers" on the hand holding the palm-branch (one shows also a ribbon hanging from the hand) that 
possibly represents the signature of a specific die cutter. The obverses of the two coins de- 
scribed differ from Bedoukian's illustrated example, but do appear to derive from the same die. 

Catalogue 

1 . Tetradrachm of Tigranes II, similar to Bedoukian 21 or 23, except that the obverse tiara shows 
a six pointed star ^ in the center of the band instead of the typical eight-pointed star. Peaks 
of the tiara are mostly off the edge of the coin, but appear to be formed from triangles rather 
than beads. The facial features of the king are realistic. The reverse monogram is as indicated 
for Bedoukian 21, Weight 15.27 grams, specific gravity 9.62 (49% silver),^^ diameter 26-27 
mm, die axis^, black patina, preservation VF. (Plate III, Rg. 3.a) 

2. Tetradrachm of Tigranes II, similar to Bedoukian 21 or 22. Obverse die linked to coin 3. re- 
verse monograms: © on rock beneath statue, and Z near swimmer's feet. A dot appears in 
the field to the right of the palm-branch. The outstretched hand of the statue has "elongated 
fingers" and appears to be holding a hanging ribbon in addition to the palm-branch. Weight 
15.37 grams, specific gravity 9.83 (62% silver), diameter 26 mm, die axis i, silver patina, 
preservation F+. (Plate III, Fig. 3.b) 

3. Tetradrachm of Tigranes II, similar to Bedoukian 22. Obverse die linked to coin 2. Statue has 
"elongated fingers" but does not hold ribbon. Reverse monogram ® on rock; no other 
monograms or field marks are visible, although a monogram near the feet of the swimrner may 
be off the edge of the flan. Weight 15.08 grams, specific gravity 9.80 (60% silver), diameter 
26-27 mm, die axis T, silver patina, presen/ation VF-. (Plate III, Fig. 3.c) 


® Bedoukian, op. cit; Foss, op. cit.; Nercessian, "The Evolution..."; Toros, op. cit. 

® Nercessian, "The Evolution...," p. 11. 

Foss, pp. 27-28. 

Terenik Nercessian, "Artaxiad Armenian Coin Monograms," Arm.N.J., Vol. XIV (1988), No. 1, pp. 7-10. 
Silver contents were estimated from specific gravities determined on a five-place Sartorius anajytical 
balance, assuming a binary silver:Copper alloy. For details see Table VI in Earle R. Caley, "Estimation of 
Composition of Ancient Metal Objects," Analytical Chemistry, Vol. 24 (April 1952), No. 4, pp. 676-681. 
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SOME REM[ARKS ON THE POLITICAL 
PORTRAITURE OF ARSAMES, KING OF SOPHENE 


The question of political portraiture pertains not only to the field of political history 
but also to the field of art history and particularly numismatics. Unfortymately, one of 
the most fascinating questions, whether or not, and to what degree, political portraiture 
depicts the realistic portrait of a certain ruler with all its characteristic traits (as in 
some Hellenistic and many Roman political portraits), or whether it mainly serves to 
spread political messages, or whether it merely symbolizes the status of an enhanced, 
almost divine authority (as in late Roman, Byzantine, and particularly Sasanian 
"portraitures"), is not often analyzed. Political historians, and even art historians, 
often neglect the wealth of numismatic sources, while numismatists seem to be reluctant 
to research any deeper into that subject matter, perhaps because "true portrait coinage is 
like scattered but welcome oases in a vast Sahara...," to borrow the words of a great 
modern numismatist, Edward T. Newell. Another reason is that there is no such thing 
as a "true political portrait," since all political portraiture from the antiquity to the pre- 
sent also contains ideology and is a medium to transmit messages to the masses.^ 

Recently, an extremely rare one chalcus piece of the type "king’s head/winged 
thunderbolt" of Arsames I (ca. 240 B.C.), King of Sophene, a sub-kingdom of Greater 
Armenia, appeared on the European market. Its very fine preservation and good artistic 
quality enables some remarks to be made on this portrait (Plate III, No. 4). The hitherto 
apparently unique piece of that type from the collection of the American Numismatic So- 
ciety seems to be of such a poor condition as not to permit any detailed analysis; even 
some of the inscription on it seems to be uncertain, not to mention the king's portrait. 
The newly acquired copper piece mentioned above. 



Fig. 1. King Arsames I, with winged thunderbolt revese 

Obverse: Head of King Arsames right. He is clean shaven and wears a conical head- 

dress with tight earflaps. The headdress is ornamented with pearls all along 
its edges. 

Reverse: In the center is a winged thunderbolt with five rays. Inscription to left up- 

ward BAZIA[EnZ]/APZA[MOY]; to right upward 0EO[ZEBOYE] or 0EO[Y]. 

Data: AE 17 mm, 3.96 grams, die axis orientation T ^ Author's collection 


"I For example the idealized portraits of modern politicians with their stereotyped "keep smiling" to 
indicate an optimistic outlook — particularly during election periods. We also know the grim face of modern 
military dictators which signifies that no opposition will be tolerated. 

Research on political portraiture of antiquity, although a rather new field, has brought amazing results; 
however, it has mainly concentrated on Roman imperial portraiture. It is self-evident that for those centuries 
when coins were virtually the only means for official mass-communication, replacing newspapers, 
television, telecommunication, etc., rulers and dynasts of those days used their coins for political 
propaganda. 
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Of the known total of approximately eight coins of different types ascribed to 
Arsames I, five have been published and illustrated by the dean and architect of Arme- 
nian numismatics, Paul Z. Bedoukian, in his book on the coinage of Sophene and 
Commagene.^ Unfortunately, only one of them, namely a two chalcus piece in the 
Bedoiakian collection, is of such quality of the Hellenistic art of portraiture as to enable 
comparisons and conclusions.^ Comparing Bedoukian's specimen and the newly ac- 
quired piece to the portrait of the royal predecessor and dynastic founder Sames (ca. 260 
B.C.),'* we see that the two Arsames coins are fundamentally different depictions, and 
that the Bedoukian Arsames resembles Sames. The "Arsames" of Bedoukian's two 
chalcus piece shows the portrait of a youthful man with rather chubby cheeks, a some- 
what small mouth, a very delicate straight nose, and straight eyebrows. The characteris- 
tic straight nose and the general physiognomic features are also to be seen in the portrait 
of Sames; although it seems as if the en^aver of the portrait of Bedoukian’s "Arsames" 
coin aimed toward a more youthful ideahzation. However, the portrait of the newly ac- 
quired Arsames coin shows a different personality: a vigorous face with tight cheek and 
a dominant, rather strong nose, very slightly hooked and slightly aquiline on the tip 
(quite common with satrapal and particularly Parthian portraits), full lips of a rather 
large mouth and a vigorous chin, and slightly arched eyebrows. Of course, the inscrip- 
tion on both of the Arsames coins indicates clearly that both of them are coins issued by 
Arsames I. 

This leads us to a phenomenon not at all exceptional in ancient numismatics, where 
the direct successor to the dynastic founder, or even all rulers of a dynasty, continue to 
issue the portrait of the royal founder while putting (or even omitting) their own names 
on their coins. Typical examples of that practice are the Ptolemaic series where we find 
the portrait of the dynastic founder Ptolemy I Soter (323-285 B.C.), for roughly three cen- 
turies, while individual portraits of the actually reigning kings are very rare excep- 
tions. 

Another example, geographically closer to the Armenian realms, is the Pergamum 
kingdom of the Attalids. A variation of this practice is also to be fotmd with the Parthian 
Arsacids, politically and culturally so closely related to Armenia and the Armenian 
dynasties. The rulers of that dynasty kept to the picture of the enthroned dynastic fonder, 
Arsaces (238-21 B.C.), on the reverses of their coins for almost five hundred years. We 
also know of another practice with Artaxias II of Greater Armenia, who, although reign- 
ing for ten years, apparently only put the name of his grandfather, Tigranes II, or his 
father's name, Artavasdes (who was betrayed by Anthony and assassinated by Cleopa- 
tra), on his coin. However, existing Artaxias II coins, being poorly preserved, do not 
permit any certain conclusions about the actual portraiture used. 

Beside portraiture and script there are also some other important criteria used to dis- 
tinguish rulers of antiquity: the royal insignias, particularly the royal headdress. For- 
tunately, many rulers of the ancient period practiced a habit completely contrary to 
modern dynasts who rather cling to the ancestral crown as one of the basic insignias of 
legitimacy. Not so the antique dynasts, who, whenever wearing a headdress at all, were 
eager to differentiate it from those of their predecessors, either by slight variations in 
construction and style, or even by complete change. In fact, there are some important an- 
tique series for which the dynastic chronology is based mainly on variations of the 
royal headdress, e.g. the more than four hundred year Sasanian series. When we exam- 
ine the headdresses on all coins ascribed to Arsames I, we find two types. While all are 
of conical construction, those with a royal portrait similar to Sames have a draping cov- 
ering the neck but no draping covering the ear completely, sometimes even showing part 


2 Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene (Los Angeles, 
1985). 

2 ibid., p. 32, plate I, No. 2b. 

4 ibid., p. 32, plate I, No. 1 . 
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of the ear with an earring. However, the two known one chalcus pieces of the type 
"King's head/winged-th underbolt," show a headdress with a straight draping covering 
the ear completely. Furthermore, it seems that only on these two coins the conical tiara 
is adorned with exceptionally large pearls all along the edge and with a big pearl on the 
very top of the conical tiara. 

Portraiture and royal headdress seem to indicate that, during the probably short 
reign of Arsames I, only the type with "winged thunderbolt" on the reverse represents 
the effigy of the ruling king, while on the other few specimens extant the portrait of the 
dynastic founder, Sames, has been perpetuated. Whether that was done deliberately, as 
part of the internal policy of the newly ascended king (out of piety and/or political rea- 
sons of legitimacy), or whether it happened so because the die-cutter lacked an immedi- 
ate model of the newly ascended ruling king, is beyond our knowledge.^ 

EMANUEL SEVRUGIAN, Ph. D. 

University of Heidelberg 


U.'i'blLPii'ubP (9'lL‘HJ.bnP 

U.PblUrb ‘TibSlLhlL'u 0'Mnk‘bblLPb‘u 4,PIL3 

4.b pu Lpnupul^w’U tlputj juj juthiupb pni.b gsUL. (J^p^wif pujql^nubnp ppnUtj^ 

q.puuT iT p, npttL. but Jib l^p lu pnL.Jt p-butLnp l^tujbiul^ if p (Si^ HI) PJ’‘- My" q.pmif Jih juiui 

puL mui^muAinLuib ijjt&iulip uipinoU^ ^b tjJiU ui l^Jib if Ji piubji rf.Jiuinqnt.p [tL.bltb p l^ujuiut pb lu ppiu^ui- 
l^uib q.Jitfuj'bl^uip Jih tjpujp di^Jprf- biuboj} btpul^Jt bif nLfp np l^p tipu ut l^uib Jt U,JbpJil^bujb 'hpuitf 
inuil^ujb Qbl^bpuil^gni-IB^biub luj^binJiuJi tjji&uil^ it p rti.bji, np l^iupbf^Ji Jun pititf.pni.p Jiub p pb^bp— 

piubb b uippujjJi q.Jiit lupiabrj-iul^p ni.uni.itbutu Ji pb p Jubr^pnj lu n.ui p l^iu j ^bq^Jibuil^Jib ^uiLwpuibnjJib 

u£iu in l^iub n pinql^nup nL.bJi 17 it it inpinit inqjtb L 3.96 qpiuit bulb p n^p JtL.bi IjpbuJib ijpiuj iqiuin— 
l^bpni-inir ^ Up^inif Ji l^Jiuiubqp Jib qi^iqjt in^ qmpiiuirx Uppiub mb Jt i^nLinir ^ U. ^mqmb upmbmjp 
l^nbmAU. qqml£ it p, np m If^mb ^m If^m ^ b p ni.bjix Q'pmitji bmjib qpni.mqnL.mb ^ ^Jjbq &mn.mqmjPniJ 
pbmt-np l^mjbml^ it px QnL.bmmmn. pnpmqpni.pjiL.bp, Ampi^b q^iqji ijb p BAXIA[E^2X]/AP2A[MOY], 

m^^b q^iqji ijbp 0EO[2EBOY2] Ij^rnit 0EO[Y]j 

api mJ U,—Ji bmbop pnpip nup qpmitbb p^b ^J>'bqp ^pmmm pml^ni.mb bb S^nipb^ ^mnLl^bmbJi 
l^nqitp Hunbgit^ itjimjb if^l^p, ^mnLl^bmbJi ^mLmpmbn puijimqmbq puL. ijji&ml^ it p nL.bJi L. l^m— 
pbf^Ji ^ nt-unuitbrnu Ji pb Uippnif Ji qjiitmbl^mppx ^mnul^bmbji qpmitjib >Jp>^jJi U»ppLiit p nifuji bpjimm— 
umpq mbA, l^^npmq^it mjmbp, ijinpp pbpmb, bnupp b. ^mml^ ^bqjibml^ji qpmitJib ‘Jp'^jJ’ 

U,ppuit p nifuji mm ppb p qjiit mbl^mp it p bn.mbqni.b q^it p, ubqit mjmbp, qb Jimljjn.nq Ijbn. pJ}P% it bb 
pbpmb Ji it p iqmmljmbnq jbgnub jppbb p, bn.mbqni.b Ijqmlj L. pbpb. it p njnpni.b jobpbpx Jj pljni. 
qpmitbb pnitu mj ‘Jp’^jJt m pAmbmqpni.p Jiubbb p p Ijp jJtj^mmmljbb pj^ qpmitbb pp Ijp iqmmljmbjib 
llpi mit pmqmun p Jibx 

‘y Ji it mb Ijm pb b p ^ qmm Ijmj bmh. qqmlfbb pni. AL.bpni.b nuunLitb mu Ji pni.p JiL.b px U^unbp nub Jib 
bpljnL. mbumlj l^nbmAL. qqml^bp it Jib Ijp bitmbji JJmit^uJi qpmitbb pni.b L. nubji tjq^‘^ p 
mljmb^mljmp Ifjimp it^lj pmqljnubng IjmnpJib m Ijmb ^^m Ijm jp mitpnq^nijjib Ijp bmblj^ mljmb^px X/mb. 
itjimjb mju bpljnL qpmitbbpp qmpqmpnumb bb pmgmn.miq^u pnjnp it m pqm p Jimbb pnijx 

'hjiit mbtjm pbb pb nL qqmlpibpp Ijp bj^bb p^ lJ,pjmit U,-Ji qm^mlpu jni.pbmb pnqmpljni.mb pb.m— 
Lnp ijmjbmlj niAibgnq qpmit p Ijp bbpl^mjmgbi^ UpjmitJi Jiuljmljmb q^itmbl^mpp, it Jib^qbn. itjii-ubbpp 
^mbmgmb bb jmub ptbmgbb j Xfnijipji Pmqmi.npni.pbmb ^JiitbmqJip Umit^uji qpmitjib ijp^^pi 'lt’~ 
it mbljm ppx 

tirahnPH ubhnnh^bWUi Ph.D. 


® The author is inclined to believe in the deliberate continuation of the Sames-portrait during the primary 
period of the newly ascended king (a practice not unusual with Hellenistic rulers eager to stabilize their 
ascendancy), later on replacing it by his own effigy. Arsames also tries to link his rule to that of his 
predecessor by using a similar epitheton indicating to be 0EOIEBOY (pious) or 0EOY (divine). The 
epitheton of Sames as published in Bedoukian (see above, note 2, p. 32) as 0EOZEBOYE/KAI ^jIKAIOY is 
either misread or misprinted as it should read AIKAIOY (meaning, just). For this information the author is 
indebted to Dr. Philip Brize, Archaeological Institute, University of Heidelberg. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XVIII (1992) 


42 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 

4 BEDOUKIAN Paul Z. A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of 
Artaxiad Coins, by Paul Z. Bedouklan. Los Angeles; Armenian Numismatic Society, 
Special Publication, No, 7, 1991, 30 pp.. 2 pis. Bilingual in EngUsh and Armenian. 

Bedouklan catalogues two hoards belonging to ancient Armenia. One hundred thirty- 
three copper coins, all attributed to Tigranes the Great (95-55 B.C.). are catalogued in the 
first hoard. They are classified under the following headings: Tyche of Antioch. 
Heracles, Comucopiae. Nike, letter "A" to left of king's head, head of wheat, overstruck 
coins, and unpubhshed coins. Thirty-four silver and copper coins are catalogued in the 
second hoard. The coins are attributed to the following rulers of Armenia: Tirlbazus 
(400-384 B.C.), Mithrldates of Armenia (163-130 B.C.); Commagenian coins including 
rulers Arsames, Galllnicus and Eplphanus; Tigranes I. Tigranes II. and Artavasdes II. 

Hn-iuHtii if^2, l(p q^iuuint.np^ iiup/ti-p tphunt-h kpkp mqitibuij 

q.puiiT'ukp ,[kpuiif.pnLiu}lr' Slmput^ lfb}r[,h (96-56 ^ptuifljbpp gni.gtulpaifpni.ujir bij AbutLbtuf 

[unptuifpbpni. iibppL- WUutlinplt Put^aut, lluj^uiifU, uttTtupbq2l,i.p, Q ut gP tuit uj If, «A» uttun.p ujppiujP 
g-lfuni. iiupit'U, gnpbb[t ^ujutltlf, lipipiuigpnjjT nt.ujb rfputJ'ubp L ui'Uinltui ffpiuiTitb pi bplfpnpq. 
g.pmiTuig.lii.tnlt'U tf^^ ^tnnLlfbiuh Ifp q.ut u uj Ln p ^ bpbunLh ^npu lupiriupbujf nt. tgrpjibujj gpuitTubp, 

npn'Up t[b pujg.pnt.uib b'h },uj fujuutujij ft ^butLbtuf ut [t pujlfuj ^b pni-Yt— Sp^ltpi^gnu (400-384 Xt-'P-), 
^tujtuuututijlt U'ft^.pgujut tupptu'U (163-130 Xj-P), Ifntl tT ujgbijbut'U gptuJ'Ubp npn'Up Ifp ufuj p n ib tu Ifbh 
Upfuitf, bmapbltlinu L buifttfttubnu. Sltgputb U, S[tgpujb fi L U,putujt.tugg fii b^Xj 

5 MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. Siwnik'i dramatan gandzg [The Coin Hoard of Siwniq 

R/Iint] - U ftL.bpp[t g p ju tf tu ut tub gtubip, gpbg lu uj fuj tn n t. p IT nt.fb gbtub , HondCS AmSOryCL, Vol. 

CIV (1990), pp. 140-183. In Armenian. 

The coin hoard consists of 1924 silver coins. However, only 1224 coins are described in 
the catalogue. The hoard was discovered in April 1986, in the village of Siwniq, Sissian 
region. Soviet Armenia. The hoard is divided into the following subgroups: Sassanlan 
kingdom (sixth to seventh century), Pre-Reform Arab-Sassanian (seventh to eighth 
century), ‘Abbasid governors of Tabaristan (eighth century), Post-Reform Umayyad 
Caliphate (eighth century), ‘Abbasid Caliphate (eighth to ninth century), and worn 
coins with cufiq inscription. The earliest drachm is attributed to King Kavad I (484, 
488-497, 499-531) of Sassanian dynasty. The latest dirham is Inscribed with the name 
of ‘Abbasid governor al-Ma‘mun (201 A.H/A.D. 816-817). Mousheghian concludes that 
the hoard reflects the international relaUonship of Armenia with North Africa, Iran, 
the Persian Gulf and the Transcaspian countries in the ninth century. A map. a table of 
53 mints showing the geographic locations where the coins were struck, and four charts 
displaying the chronology of the coins, are attached. YTN 

^Ujbip Ifp putglfujbutj 1924 ujpbujp gpujtTbbp^- uujifujjb blfut pujgpnt.utb bb J ftujfb 1224 

gputtfbb pi ^jubAp gtnbnLtub ^ h/npipgtujftb ^ujjututntub, U (ju ftutb ^ fp^iubftb tf^^. 

^tubAp utnnpiuptud-ujbnLUjb ^ ^btnLbiu f bb^tupuLtf pbpnt.— U wu b tub putgutt-npnLp [tt.b 'tHr''' 

but ptun-b^nptf b tub tuptup—utuutubbtub 't'tf P'ujput p putntub ^ btu^tubgtu tgb utbb p tP g--)i 

QtTtufbtub jutu fjt^ju jnt.p b tub jbtnn-bi^n ptT b tub fp^tub tP Upptuubiub jutu fjt^tu fnt.p jii-b tP—P* 

gg-)i tf tufnt.tub gputtfbb p tu ptuptulftub puL^jt gpnt.p Itt-bbb pntf^i ^utgtugnjb tuptuptfutb t^b ptugpnt.tub 

^ IJujutubbtub ^tu puutnt.pbtub b tut-tutu [i (484, 488—497, 499—531) tupptujitbi HtfbbtunLf g^pAbtfp 
tu pAtubtugpnt.tuir ^ Upptuubtub btu^tubgtutgbtn tu f—U' tu tf n L.b ^ (201 816—817) tubnt.bnt^i 

U'nt.fbgb tub If b gp tu Iftu gb ^ gtubAp If tu put tu gn ftu gb^ ^tu ftu u ut tub ft tf ft ^tu gg tu f ^b 

tj^tu&jun.tulf‘^bjulf‘^b nt.ggnt.p ^t.bbb p p pbbb pn pg gtupnL.b ^^t.u ^utu ^jtb Hiltplilf^p f>ptub^ b. ^tupu^tg 
bngjt nt. dbgplfjuutgbtub b plfft pbb pnt.b ^btni b gn^^^^ ptuptn^g ifp, tuglit.utulf tf p gputtfbb pnt. 

^UiutuiUiI U4% 53 tji n rjji p n g bbpnt-b L puut [tpbbg tu f put p^tugp tuff tub gpppltb, [tbf^uf^u btuL ^npu 
tugjii.uiu[^b p npnbp gnjg ifttt. ut tub gptutfbbpnt. tftutf tubtubutgpnt-P jitJubb ppi ttP'Xj 

6 SEKOULIAN. Au. Arajark me: Azat ankakh Hayastani dramin anune (A Proposal: 
The name of Free and Independent Armenian’s Currency] - U.n.tuiutpb tf p. dgutut utbifutp 

^tu jtuutntub ft gptutf fib tubnubp, tfpb fg Otfnuutitbnu bipg-' U ft pnt.fbtub . Armenian Life, Vol. 

VII (13 March 1992), No. 23, p. 32, In Armenian. 

With a proposal for the names of currency of independent Armenia, Fr, Au. Sekoulian 
mentions all of the names of ancient coins. YTN 

dblftup ^tu ftuutntub ^ gputtfbb pnt.b tubnt-tub tun.tu^tuplfltb ^btn, 0- U It pttL fbtub Ifd jt’tf ^[tb 

gputtfbb pntAt tubnt.bbb ppi bP'Xt 
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Fig. 1. Paul Z. Bedoukian, A Medal of 

the Armenian College in Calcutta 


Fig. 2. Armen Nercessian, A Medal Honor- 
ing Fresno's Armenian Cmmunity 




Fig. 3. Levon A. Saryan, Three Unreported Tetradrachms 



of Tigranes the Great 



Fig. 4. Emanuel Sevmglan, Some Remarks on Political Portraiture of Arsames (enlarged) 
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CAUTION & WARNING 

It was sixteen years ago that we printed our first article on "Cleaning and 
Preservation of Ancient Coins." by Capt. A F. Johnson. USN Ret. iArmNJ. Vol. H (1976). 
pp. 18-20). In the footnote of this article we stated "The editorial department does not 
encourage cleaning ancient and medieval coins unless it is an absolute necessity. This 
article is being offered in the Interest of service to collectors, since man y collectors do 
like cleaning their coins. Under no condition shall either the Armenian Numismatic 
Society or the writer be responsible for any damage which may result from the above 
suggested procedure." Today our position has not changed. 

In this issue of ArmNJ we have an article and some notes on ancient and medieval 
coin cleaning. Both authors are experts in their fields. Prof. Dickran Kouymjian is an 
expert numismatist and in this professional capacity was employed by the United Na- 
tions Educational. Scientific and Cultural Oiganlzation (UNESCO). Dr. Mesrop Abgari- 
ans. a retired dentist and a veteran numismatist, is an old hand in cleaning of coins. 
However, beginners should not undertake cleaning of their coins without serious 
thought. 


I CAUTION I 


Regardless of how badly your coin is oxidized. Initial 
attempts should not be made with a very strong acid 
solution. The acidity should be Increased gradually. 


A collector needs to keep in mind that a badfy corroded copper coin may have its 
inside fabric d ama ged and eaten. In other words, its exterior skin may be only a shell. 


IwarnincTI 


Do not start coin cleaning with your most valuable coins. 

Do your "on the job training" with inexpensive pieces. 

It will cause a great sorrow to a novice coin cleaner if in his ignorance he ruins a 
very rare or valuable coin. 


Finally, for those who are not satisfied with the material presented here and would 
like to pursue this subject further, we recommend your local library and suggest 
research books and articles on coin cleaning. One good starting point might be G. 

Welter and H. Schuknan. Cleaning and Preservation of Coins and Medals (New York 
1976). 117 pp. 

Y. T. Nercesslan 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society 

an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place Pico 

Rivera, C^ifomia ^0-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors 

rtnH^iHnaif tnH " Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subLriptlons 

(individuals and institutions) $1 0.00 per year. Back issues available. 
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LETTERS 


...As you probably know, I have been working on Armenian stamps for some time. 
As ^th coins, I now have a very large collection that justifies a publication. The tide 
will probably be "Stamps of Armenia" since there are no "Armenian Stamps." I will 
cover stamps used in historic Armenia, Clhcia and Soviet stamps with Armenian 

Before long I will look into the practical aspects of publishing such a volume. Will 
keep you posted. 

If our Society wants to get involved let me know. 

Paul Z. Bedouklan 
Wilton. CT 


J'al regu 11 y a quelques Jours le paquet de Hvres que vous donnez genereusement a 
notre bibllotheque, et je vous en exprime, au nom du Cabinet des Medailles, notre vlve 
f 6 0 o s s c ^ 

Nous avons verlfle, a cette occasion, que nous avons acquis, par don de la Soclete 
Frangalse de Numlsmatlque, quelques fascicules de V Armenian Numismatic Journal 
mals nous sommes loin d'etre a Jour. , 1 ., 

Aurlez- vous I'obllgeance, Je vous pile, de faire paivenlr a notre bibllotheque une 
llste des pubhcations de rArmenian Numsmatic Society depuis ses orlgines (en 1971, Je 
crols)? Cela nous permettralt de passer co mm ande de ce qul nous manque sans risque 


d'erreur. ^ 

En vous renouvelant nos plus chaleureux remerciements pour votre generosite, Je 

vous pile d’accepter, cher Monsieur, I’expression de mes sentiments amicaux et 

respectueux. Mme Dominique Gerln 

Bibllotheque Natlonale 
Paris 


2.bn cCounterfeit Armenian Coins>|i j^ui{t.pni.if No. S-Ji 2-|iq. bu nt-^bifi 

'^“*4Pbkb3 •duugu.i' k lOO u«J.l Lb^b* 

•Unjl* uiutnup^ pujnuM.np|i ui^ui'U^tt iuiju 1^1^11111^. RCV. Z iro\ion.jiu«rp^ puijg ui2 k~l‘^b ^ 

^ uibubj^. biT op[i^u.l^|i ilpuij mubL|i mu,^ gnjg ^ itnu^Jiu, np BAZIAEilS pum-j, ^‘‘Pib^ uiuin.ij 

^ ^ Mesrop T. Abgarlans 

Glendale, CA 

TTailiop. k/p— »l,bpnj[i^buiL Jon-r«LUibti Pin- 3 T.pimfti'b A muin.p ^p ELl“P A ‘to^O'lP*"^!!' "P 

Piu[uin{i ibivp|i1j L uipifunJi^(i uuul^pi 


MEETING NOTICE 


Date: September 12. 1992, 8:00 P.M., Saturday Evening 

Place: Home of Mr. & Mrs. Y. T. Nerceslan 

8511 beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920 

Telephone: 310/695-0380 

Subject "Copper Coinage of Levon I, an Iconographlc Approach" 
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GRADING OF ARMENIAN COINS 


Beginners and newcomers frequently ask how does one grade ancient coins? How 
does one know what he has is graded correctly? How can one grade the coins he pur- 
chased as a hoard? A collector who has handled a few coins cannot be expected to be able 
to grade his coins as well as a dealer who has handled thousands. Grading of ancient 
coins depends primarily on experience, capability of evaluating them for overall eye ap- 
peal and aesthetic beauty which carries with it thousands of years of history imprinted 
permanently on metallic miniatxire monuments. Some general guidelines, however, are 
given below which should serve as a guide to help a collector develop his own standards 
or gro\ind rules. At the same time a beginner needs to understand that there can never 
be a standard grading guide to ancient and medieval Armenian coins (similar to coins 
of the twentieth century) since it is very hard to find two ancient coins which look ex- 
actly alike. 

In this paper the terms "ancient coins" or "ancient Armenian coins" are used syn- 
onymously. The general guidelines given in this essay should be equally applicable to 
other ancient coins which have a very high relief and display the portrait of the ruler on 
the obverse side. Also, the expressions "medieval coins," "Roupenian coins," or 
"Cilician Armenian coins" are used synonymously. Once again, the general guide- 
lines given here should be equally applicable to other medieval coins whose basic design 
pattern is similar to Armenian coins (i.e. medieval coins of Cyprus or Jerusalem, etc.). 

Here it should be mentioned that most ancient coin dealers in Western Europe and 
North America use the following four most important grades: FDC, EF, VF, F. For coins 
with grades lower than "Fine," the standards as well as the terminology change. Many 
dealers utilize several grades. For standardization, convenience, and simplicity,^ we 
shall adapt and discuss the following seven grades: 

Fleur de Coin: A coin graded FDC is the finest quality, most desirable coin. In addi- 
tion to mint luster or radiant beauty, an FDC coin is characterized by being well-struck, 
and nearly perfectly centered on both sides. It should be a specimen of perfection and 
beauty, reflecting the best of the ancient or medieval moneyer's art. Note that the expres- 
sion "mint state" is avoided, since it could be misleading; a very poorly struck coin in 
mint state may have cracks, very flat areas, 30 percent of the design may be off the flan, 
and it may not even grade VF. 

Extremely Fine: A coin graded EF is characterized by light wear on coin's highest 
points. On both obverse and reverse sides the details should show. Very minor striking 
and centering problems typical to hammered coins may exist and are permissible. 

Very Fine: A VF graded coin is characterized by light even wear on all high points 
and surface. Lettering and major features of the portraits in sharp condition are desir- 
able, legends nearly 80 percent complete and all are legible. 

Fine: A coin graded F is characterized by moderate wear all over the coin. A loss of 
high point detail up to 50 percent can occur; loss of legends and design up to 30 percent is 


’ Most ancient coin dealers that this writer deals with in North America subscribe to these seven grades. 
In Europe the lower grades are slightly different. 
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permissible; however, at least half of legends on obverse and reverse sides need to be 
legible. 

... vri it; characterized by being'well-wom, high points and de- 

tJ:7houM beirs^^th'' s"?m?lfgrnds, less thL half, should erist on bothmdes. 

med‘byVetgTettIrmtglrdfnoTtMe^ 

which dynasty and/or ruler it belongs. 

To further describe a coin earty^ V eU- 

"good," or "nice ; and nearly as good,^ ^ rvF+) or "-" (-VF)- and split the grades when 

Ais writer prefers to use the symbols + ^ 

the obverse and reverse sides grade differently ( 

Most dealers are extremely 

fairly ^ they can. ^ '^fperts Numismatists, dealers, cataloguers, and col- 

of opinion exists even th^e exp® • . g j^or variations in com grades 

ne"ds r4d7rs4.d t7at ?SaL? i^xpected to 

"nrantl selling coins if he is to make a Imng and stay m business. 

Section L Ancient Coins fnr ancient coin grading, the student 

To have a full appreciation and under , m, j-^g ^ere engraved manually 

needs to underst^d how coins ^re ^ normally displaying the portrait of 

(intaglio) into a thick bronze disk. The^jerse^es, norma y ^ 

the ruler, were fitted on a flat anvil. produced by hammering, 

punch and placed above the obverse dies. The ^ooms^we«^^^^^ 

Blanks of silver (or copper), called within designated limits, heated, 

fully weighed, trimmed to shape on the back 

placed between obverse and reverse die , . ^ ^ malleable metal to flow 

of the upper die.^ The hea^ hammer a coS^ If a second or additional 

into the dies, receive f V»7ve"^ h^h X” cls, the coin may have 

Srarrinyretroc^sf c« ’bif-centeri Sd "double struck" coins. 

Fleur de Coin: Du™g the PP™^”„^b"c j (IMB.C.^o 

nasties: the kingdom of Sophene (ca. 260 • • p to 3*4 B C ) This writer has never 

r;.s ri. »- - » 

speak, they leave you breathless. 

. T. .V ri nmr/FF+^ an aureus of Lucius Verus(A.D.161-169) is presented. 

Th?i.ead":f LuriuTv-“ “ sharp as possible, is flawless and a 

masterpiece of perfection. It is centered as perfectly as possib . 


a, n order to make this gradir;g impersonal and unhrersal as much as possible, the author has tried to 
select examples from various sale f f W1 1964), pp. 11-12. 

rroSe^MetLlf^ W 
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The reverse of the first coin displays Lucius® Verus in military uniform, seated left 
atop a platform. The emperor flanked by two officers, extends his right hand toward So- 
hemus of Armenia who stands left of the platform on 'iground. The coin may represent 
the settlement of Armenian problems in A.D.163. The reverse is as sharp as "possible, all 
details are there, and there is no trace of wear. It is well-centered. On the reverse of the 
first coin, at 1:00 o'clock, the upper portion of two letters (MP) is slightly trimmed. This 
minor flaw reduces the reverse FDC grade to EF+, and the price is affected accordingly. 
Valuation of coins is beyond the scope of this paper. 

No. 2. Similar to the aureus of Lucius Verus above, this specimen is sharp, well- 
centered, and flawless. The reverse depicts winged Victory, nude to waist, standing to 
right.® Tlie reverse is as sharp as possible, all details are there,* and no sign of wear is 
visible. It is well-centered. FDC is a fitting grade for this gold piece. 

Extremely Fine: No. 3 (EF+), No. 4 (EF+), No. 5 (-EF). On ancient Armenian coins the 
high points could be the star and eagles, king's cheek, diadem, or even the pearls edged 
on the ear or neck flaps. They may have very minor centering problems (up to 10 per- 
cent), typical to most ancient coins. Here the reader is reminded that sometimes the 
strike may not be very sharp and the low areas which may look "worn" are actually 
nothing but a poor strike. In a case like this, due to the judgement of overall eye appe^ 
by the cataloguer, the grading and pricing will be affected. Very minor nicks can be ex- 
pected. Note Qiat edge cracks may be expected in all grades. 

No. 3. (EF+) is a tetradrachm of Tigranes the Great. The obverse and reverse look 
very sharp and crisp; all details are there. The star, eagles, and diadem display signs 
of light wear. The five peeiks of Armenian tiara on the obverse look extremely sharp. On 
the reverse, the Tyche and river god swimming in display light wear. Both sides are ex- 
tremely well-centered, the fillet borders and legends are complete. A very desirable 
coin. 

No. 4. The tetradrachm of Artavasdes II (EF+) is a very attractive coin.® A collector of 
Armenian coins cannot help but fall in love with such a beautiful specimen.® Both ob- 
verse and reverse are very crisp. Even the facial features of the charioteer can be seen 
on the reverse. The first peak of the tiara, diadem, and king's cheek show sign of wear. 
On the reverse, the fourth horse displays sign of wear. The coin is slightly off-center. 

No. 5. The two chalci of Tigranes IV (-EF) is another very attractive coin.^° The ob- 
verse portrait hardly displays sign of wear except the cheek. The reverse is very sharp 
including the face of Victory. Unfortimately, the word "MEFAAOY" is not as clear as it 
needs to be. Also, equally and more degrading is the minor crack developed during the 
striking process of the coin. Of course, still it is a rare gem and it would be a prize in 
the cabinet of any collector. 


® Numismatic Fine Arts International, Inc., Auction XXII: Ancient Greek & Roman Coins (Beverly Hills, 
California, June 1, 1989), No. 70. 

® Numismatic Fine Arts, Inc., Auction II: Ancient Coins (Beverly Hills, California, March 25-26, 1976), 
No. 431. 

^ Percy Gardner, Catalogue of Greek Coins: The Seleucid Kings of Syria (reprint, Bologne, 1963), pi. 
XXVII, No. 6. 

®Bank Leu AG Zurich, Auktion 30: Antike Munzen; Griechen Romer (Zurich, April 28, 1982), No. 201; 
Numismatic Fine Arts International, Inc., Auction XXII: Ancient Greek & Roman Coins (Beverly Hills, 
California, June 1, 1989), No. 337. 

® I remember very distinctly how an Armenian coin collector came to my house, and in my living room 
saw the Bank Leu auction catalogue No. 30. Then looking at the portrait of Artavasdes II on the front cover 
of the catalogue he said, "I have fallen in love with this coin." 

Gerhard Hirsch, Auktion 169: Munzen und Medalllen (Munich, February 20-22, 1991), p. 33, No. 547, 

pi. 23. 
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Very Fine: No. 6 (VF), No. 7 (-VFA^F), No. 8 (VF+ATF), No. 9 (VF+/-VF). A coin 
graded VF should show more than half of the details. On a coin of Tigranes perhaps a 
good portion of the star and eagles should be visible. All high points can be worn and 
display even wear including the legend. Some off-centering to certain extent (up to 20 
percent) is permissible. The coin will lack crispness but it must be sharp to a certain ex- 
tent. In this grade cracks, scratches, and some planchet defects will be noticeable. 

No. 6. The bronze chalcus of King Arsames (VF) displays light even wear on the 
forehead, drapery folds around the neck, and only half of dotted border is present.^^ The 
portrait shows all facial details. On the reverse, the coin is off-center and the high point 
on the eagle is worn, but all of the legend is there. 

No. 7. i~VF/VY) portrays the bust of Tigranes I to left.^^ All major features of the ob- 
verse (four-pointed tiara, facial features, diadem) are there. The details of ^e high 
points are not visible because of minor oxidation and patina that has developed during 
the past two thousand years. The star is barely visible. Both the obverse and reverse are 
well-centered. The reverse is much sharper than the obverse. The Victory and the palm- 
branch look very sharp, leaf separation can be seen; the legends are almost complete 
and look fairly sharp. An attractive and a desirable coin. 

No. 8. The four chalci of Tigranes the Great (VF+A^) is one of his very attractive 
coppers. Half of the eight-pointed star and eagles are present, the dotted border is 
slightly off-center, nevertheless the portrait looks fairly sharp. The reverse is also 
slightly off-center, except for the first and last letters of the first word all the legend is 
there. It is a desirable copper coin, has a very attractive overall eye appeal, and is rarely 
found in this condition. 

No. 9. The bust of Artavasdes II portrayed on a drachm (VF+/-VF) shows veiy ji&ht 
even wear on all high points: tiara peaks, diadem, cheek, ear and neck flaps and drap- 
ery folds around the neck.^^ On the reverse, the horses, charioteer, and the legend dis- 
play light and even wear. Furthermore, the reverse is off-center. The obverse portrait 
has a magnetic charm, the coin has an attractive eye appeal, and for this reason it 
would receive a split grading as noted. 

Fine: No. 10 (F/-F), No. 11 (-F), No. 12 (-F/F+). For an ancient i^enian coin bearmg 
a portrait on the obverse, moderately and smoothly worn high points may b^he eight- 
pointed star and eagles, king’s cheek, diadem, or pearls edged on the flaps. Typolo^cal 
details or major design features must be visible, although they may be up to (me-half of 
the details of high points. One-half of the obverse and reverse legends should be legible. 
Off-centering is permissible up to 30 percent. On the reverse, depending on the tj^e, ma- 
jor type details should be visible. On high points, like Antioch or Artaxata Tyche, less 
than half of the details on Tyche's head and fingers, palm-branch, river god should be 
present. Coins graded F, may have increased edge cracks, scratches, some corrosion 
and planchet defects. 

No. 10. On the obverse of this coin (F/-F),i® the upper part of the obverse of the portrait of 


Numismatic Fine Arts, Inc., Auction X: Ancient Coins (Beverly Hills, California, September 17-18, 


Hirsch, AuW/on 165: Munzen und Medaillen Antiken (Munich t^ebruary 14-16, 1990), p. 31, 
No. 505, pi. 19; Y. T. Nercessian, “An Unpublished Coin of Tigranes I," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. 

l.,Vol.)Wll(June1991), No.2, pp. 13-21. oo ioom n 97 

^3 Gerhard Hirsch, Auktion 168: Munzen und Medaillen Antiken (Munich, November 22, 1990), p. Zf, 

Numismatic Fine Arts, Inc., Auction V: Ancient Coins (Beverly Hills, California, February 23-24, 


Gerhard Hirsch, Auktion 163: Munzen und Medaillen Antiken (Munich, September 27-29, 1989), p. 
31, No. 495, pi. 16. 
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Tigranes the Great is better preserved or struck than the lower portion. The five-pointed 
tiara, eight-pointed star and eagles, diadem are all visible. The facial features are 
there. But all show moderate wear. On the reverse, th^! Tyche is moderately worn, the 
palm-branch is sharp, two-third of the legend is present, but river god's outline is barely 
visible. F is a just grade for this coin. 

No. 11. The four chalci of Tigranes/Antiochus (-F) demonstrates moderate wear.^® On 
the obverse the five-pointed tiara peaks are distinctly visible, the nose, eye, chin, ear Euid 
neck flaps are identifiable. The eight-pointed star and eagles are worn completely. The 
coin is well centered on both obverse and reverse sides. The lion of Commagene is mod- 
erately worn as well as the inscription above the lion. The lower half 'of the legend is 
practically invisible. 

No. 12. The copper coin of Tigranes V/Erato (-F/F+) is a very rare piece.^”^ On the ob- 
verse the portrait of Tigranes V is moderately worn and smooth. The facial features, 
five-pointed tiara, diadem can be seen very easily. About a small fraction of the obverse 
legend is visible. Both the obverse and reverse portraits are well centered. The portrait of 
Queen Erato is much sharper than Tigranes V. Also, just about half the reverse legend 
is there. Since it is a rare coin, if the finances of a collector permits, he should not pass 
the opportxmity to acquire coin of this type, even if the preservation may not be commen- 
surate with his personal high standards. 

Very Good: No. 13 (VG+/F+), No. 14 (VGA^G+). A coin graded VG is expected to lack 
detail design and most of the inscription. It may be off-center up to 40 percent. Fur- 
thermore, due to extensive circulation the coin may possess moderate planchet defects as 
well (corrosion and oxidation). 

No. 13. The obverse of a copper piece of Tigranes I (VG+/F+) is representative for V(j+ 
grade. The portrait is well worn, the high points are well roimded, and the student can 
notice the four-pointed tiara as well as the outline of facial features and the ribbon hang- 
ing behind the tiara. The reverse is preserved much better: the standing figure, spear, 
eagle all can be seen very distinctly, and almost three-quarters of the inscription is leg- 
ible. Therefore, it would call for a split grading as indicated above. 

No. 14. A two chalci of Tigranes the Great is VGA^G+.^® On the obverse the portrait is 
well-worn, the bust of Tigranes very well visible with some details. On the reverse the 
palm-branch can be seen, and even with the leaf separation. Some legend is present 
although not legible. 

Good: No. 15 (G).^° A coin graded G is expected to lack all of its legend and more than 
50 percent of its design as well. Due to extensive circulation and corrosion, the coin will 
be subject to extensive planchet defects. 

No. 15. This coin (G) displays the outline of an Armenian tiara. On the reverse, the le- 
gend is completely vanished, the outline of Victory is identifiable. 

fair: No. 16 (VG+/f). A coin grading f should be considered barely identifiable. 

No. 16. (VG+/f) is a copper coin of Tigranes the Great bearing a letter "A" behind the 


Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Coins and Books; Bulletin No. 10 [henceforth ACAB X] (Pico Rivera, 
California, 1980), p. 2, No. 15, pi. I. 

Courtesy of Vahe Samueiian, private collection. 

P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), p. 47, No. 5 ol 1 
No. 14. 

“ P. Z. Bedoukian, 68, No. 125, pi. 6. 
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tiara (Artaxata mint).^^ The obverse is corroded and pitted. The upper part of the tiara is 
not visible but the diadem, ear and neck flaps are visible. The reverse is completely ox- 
i(hzed and covered with dirt. The upper portion of Nike and two letter of the legend are 

visible. 


Subsequently, this coin was cleaned and the oxidation removed, 'l^e bust ^f Tigr^es 
and the letter A received a much sharper form. The entire silhouette of Nike could be 
seen on the reverse as well as most of the inscription on the right side except for the first 
letter which was off the flan. Consequently, the grade advanced to -FA?^G+. 


Section IL Medieval Armenian Coins j - ^ i 

While grading of ancient Armenian coins was undertaken, immediately it was ap- 
parent that it would not be possible to describe how to grade ancient and me^eval corns 
simultaneously. Ancient Armenian coins display the portrait of the ruler on the obverse 
without any inscription and they are executed with a very high rehef.22 Medieval i^e- 
nian coins, however, have very little relief, and have a circular inscription around the 
king seated on a throne. Also, on Roupenian coins there is no por^ait of a ruler so to 
speak, and practically, the engraving of inscription and rulers effigy have the same 
height. Nevertheless there are some similarities in grading between ancient and me- 
dieval coins. 

In order to fully appreciate and understand medieval coin grading, the student needs 
to understand how Cilician Armenian coins were produced. In western Europe, most ot 
the contemporary coins were punched. In Cilician Armenia, the indications are th^ a 
positive punch, after being engraved on a hard metal surface, w^ hammered mto softer 
metals; these in turn were hardened by tempering and used as ^es to strAe thousands 
of coins 23 The obverse dies were fitted on an anvil. The reverse dies were fitted mto the 
base of a punch or trussel. Blanks of silver (or copper) were cast or cut from sheet metal 
which was then carefully weighed, trimmed to shape or to bnng the weight withm 
designated limits, heated, placed between obverse and reverse dies, and struck ^th a 
hea'^ hammer on the back of the upper die.2^ Hammer's heavy blow would force the hot 
malleable metal to flow into the dies, take the shape of the die, and produce a com. 

On these metallic miniature monuments one can witness numerous historic events: 
double trams and coronation trams of King Levon I, bilin^al and regiflar trams of 
King Hetoum I, coins of Gosdantin I, copper poghs of King Levon V, etc. However, it a 
double tram of Levon I reflects the glory of Roupenian dynasty at its highest pe^, a 
takvorin of Gosdantin IV or a pogh of Levon V chronicles the history of this d^asty at 
its lowest point. During the last decades of this medieval kingdom, the quality as well 
as workmanship of the coinage declined: planchets were very small, thin, and i^egu- 
lar, the design and engraving was executed with less care, the depth of engra^ng is 
very shallow, and the silver fineness of the alloy decreased drastically. Although coins 
of these late kings are not very scarce, it is extremely hard to locate them m very well- 
executed condition, well-centered, and with complete legend on both obverse 
sides. Therefore, the collector needs to be reminded that for late Cilicia Armenian 
coins searching for very desirable specimen in extremely fine or very fine state ot 
preservation is frustrating not to say impossible. 


22 Cokis^sued^by Tigranes V/Erato and Tigranes V/Augustus must be considered an exception since 

they have inscription on the obverse and reverse sides. . „ , yy\/ii rAnrii lime 

^23 p. z. Bedoukian, The Art of Coinage in Cilician Armenia, Handes Amsop^a, Vol. UCXVll (Apnl -Jun 

1963), Nos. 4-6, pp. 247-264 (in Armenian); also in Selected Numismatic Studies (Los Angeles, 198 ), pp 
371 "380 

2 ^ G. F. Hill, Ancient Methods of Coining (Numismatic Chronicle reprint series, New York, 1 977). 
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Fleur de Coin: Based on the obverse and reverse iconography as well as the legends 
and field marks, it should be a specimen of perfection, beauty, and a piece of art. No. 17 
(-FDC/FDC), No. 18 (FDC). 

The kings of the Roupenian dynasty issued millions of coins during its 300 year exis- 
tence. Most of them have been melted for their silver and recycled into jewelry or new 
money. Less than one hundred thousand coins have reached us from five barons and 
fourteen kings. Coins capable of meeting discriminating high standards and worthy of 
being graded FDC are very few, all of them in silver, and primarily belong to the first 
two kings. A collector can expect to see only a few coins in FDC grade in a very large 
hoard, perhaps in the order of one in one thousand pieces or more. 

No. 17. The first coin (-FDC/FDC) is a very rare type double tram^® of King Levon I. 
The obverse design is flawless, it is crisp and very sharp. The centering is almost per- 
fect but due to striking technical problems letters at the bottom are not as sharp as they 
should be. The reverse iconography is superb and breathtaking in every respect, crisp 
and sharp, beautifully executed lion to right, well-centered, sharp and crisp legend. This 
is a very attractive and a desirable coin in addition to being a rare variety of this type. 

No. 18. (FDC) is a regular tram^® of King Levon I. The obverse design and the legend 
are crisp, sharp, well-centered, and show hardly any sign of wear. On the reverse, the 
design and legend are crisp and sharp, showing no sign of wear. Very slight off-center- 
ing is present but all of the design is on the planchet and this is permissible for ancient 
and medieval coins. This is the type of coin that an average collector may come across 
in this superb grade if he is willing to pay the price. 

Extremely Fine: No. 19 (EF), No. 20 (EF), No. 21 (-EF), No. 22 (-EF). As it was noted 
above, the obverse and reverse iconography design, and the circular inscription, basi- 
cally, have the same height. The legends on both sides have dotted circles inside and 
outside of them. Because of these circles, one would think that the obverse or reverse de- 
tail design "high" points would be susceptible to wear at a much faster rate than the in- 
scription struck around the edge of the coin which would be "protected" by the circles to 
certain extent. The person who has handled these coins, most likely has rubbed the cen- 
tral portion first. On the other hand, due to various inherent hammering problems, the 
deficiencies most likely would be prevalent in the legends. They may have very minor 
centering problems (5 to 10 percent), typical to most medieval hammered coins. Coins in 
EF grade are available in large hoards at least at a rate of 2 to 3 percent. 

No. 19. (EF) is a two-lion coronation tram^'’' of King Levon I, The iconography looks 
sharp and just about all of the details can be seen on the obverse and reverse sides. Both 
sides are well-centered. The obverse has a slight indication of wear on king's garment, 
shoulder, and crown. On Virgin Mary's figure, the garment folds have very minor 
light wear. The upper right portion of the obverse legend is slightly flattened. On the ob- 
verse and reverse, at 1:30 o'clock, there is a very minor off-centering which is permissi- 
ble. 

No. 20. The Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram^® (EF+/EF) is a very sharp looking 
coin. The obverse is practically flawless, well-centered, very sharp, all legends and 
field marks are there. There is a trace of wear on king's head and shoulders £ind 
horse's body. The reverse displays an equally sharp four line Arabic inscription but the 
edge at 7 o'clock it is flattened and the coin is not perfectly round. 


Munzen und Medaillen AG, Auktion 12: Munzen der Antike, des Mittelalters und der Neuzk aus 
Privatbesitz [henceforth MM 12\ (Basel, September 29 and 30, 1981), p. 47, No. 767, pi. 

2® YN collection. 

^ YN collection. 

^ YN collection. 
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No. 21. The tram^^ of King Gosdantin I (-EF), is a very rare coin, ^e iconography on 
the obverse and reverse look very sharp. The horse’s head, h^r, body, ^mgs figure, 
shoulder, and drapery folds as well as ornaments display all of the detafis. However 
both obverse and reverse inscription have minor problems; in addition to being clipped 
on both sides, they are flattened at 5 o’clock. This writer feels that -EF is'a very fair 

grade for this coin. 

No. 22. Most Armenian coin collectors may not realize toat very small copper (pogh) 
or silver (billon) coins are very fragile and it is extremely hard to find fliem in well 
preserved condition. Such a coin is the billon^o of King Hetoum II (-EF/EF). ^ove we 
indicated that the late Cilician Armenian coins have a very shallow depth. Here is a 
very rare coin which was issued when the kingdom was not very stable. The 
iconography on the obverse and reverse looks very shap. The insmption on the obverse 
probably is the finest a collector can see, in spite of the fact that the legend is slighUy 
clipped at the lower left side. King’s head and should^s display some we^ Also the 
planchet displays minor irregularities around the edge. The reverse cross and the dotted 
circle around it display superb crispness and sharpness. 

Very Fine: No. 23 (-VF), No. 24 (VF+), No. 25 (VF+), No. 26 (-VF), No. 27 (VF). A com 
eraded VF should show more than half of the details. On a Roupenian com 10 to 20 
percent off-centering is permissible. The coin will lack the crispness but it must retain 

some detail. 

No. 23. The single lion coronation tram^^ of King Levon I (-VF) where on the reverse a 
lion is holding a cross with two bars. The design of this coin is sharp On the obverse 
and reverse even light wear is present on all high points ^d surface. More th^ 80 per- 
cent of legends are present on both sides. On the obverse there ^e flat are^ at 2:00 ^d 
7-00 o’clock. Also there are some very fine minor cracks. On the reverse there is a fiat 
area around 5:00 o'clock. The flan also is not perfectly circular. For this rare com a 
grade of -VF assignment is just. 

No. 24. The double tram^^of King Levon I (VF+), where on the reverse a lion is holing 
a cross with two bars. The obverse of this coin is a very sharp except for the lung s face, 
knees, and the lions on the throne where slight but even wear c^ be noticed. On me re- 
verse, two of the lion’s legs are not struck sharply and the back is worn. The com dis- 
plays very slight off-centering problems at 1:0 o’clock; several letters on the top have 
been clipped. Otherwise it is a very attractive coin. 

No. 26. King Levon I struck only one type of large copper coin, known as t^k^^ (VF+). 
The obverse is perfectly centered. The iconography of the Wng is all there. The nve di- 
amonds on the king’s crown can be easily discerned. The legends at the right side dis- 
play some light wear, and the king’s mustache is lightly worn. The reverse is almost 
perfectly centered. The cross is lightly worn; most of the lettering looks sharp; however, 
a few of the letters display light wear. 

No. 26. The bilingual tram^* of Hetoum-Kaiqobad is a commemorative coin struck to 
mark an historical treaty obligation (-VF). Light even wear can be seen on the obverse 
iconography, legends, and field marks. Horse’s head, hair, and body have some wear. 


29 MM 12, p. 49, No. 830, pi. 

“Gerhard Hirsch, Auktion 170: Munzen und Medaillen Antiken 


(Munich, May, 1991, p. 107, No. 2637, 


pi. 91. 

32Credrt Suisse, Auctio^ 4: Important Ancient & Medieval Coins Including an Armenian & Judaean 
Collection (Bern, December 3, 1985), p. 112, No. 695. 


^ACABKp. 5, No. 48, pi. II. 
^ACABKp. 5, No. 53, pi. 111. 
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King's head and shoulders have some wear. The legend is complete and the coin is 
well-centered. The reverse Arabic legend is complete and better preserved, fairly sharp, 
and well-centered. 

No. 27. The bilingual half tram of Hetoum-Kaikhusrew (VF) is a rare and interesting 
coin.®® The coin is well centered and most of it very sharp. Less than twenty percent on 
obverse and reverse is flat. On the obverse the entire Armenian legend is readable. On 
the reverse, more than eighty percent of the Arabic legend is visible. A VF preservation 
for this coin is an acceptable and just grade. 

Fine: No. 28 (F/F+), No. 29 (F+), No. 30 (F+/F), No. 31 (F/-VF). Details up to one-half of 
the high points should be visible. One half of the obverse and reverse legends should be 
visible. Off centering to certain extent (20 to 30 percent) is permissible. On the reverse, 
depending on the type, major type details should be visible. 

No. 28. The copper coins®® of Baron Levon II (F/F+) are very interesting and extremely 
scarce. In this case we see high points of the knight and his shield, horse’s head, legs, 
and body are worn smooth. At least half of the legend is legible and the traces of the rest 
is visible. The coin is well-centered. The reverse is better preserved; the cross is very 
sharp even though it is worn, more than half of the legend is visible and legible but 
slightly off-center. 

No. 29. On this copper coin®'^ (F+), King Hetoum I is portrayed as an equestrian simi- 
lar to his silver bilingual coins. On the obverse all fine details are worn smooth, the 
horseman and the horse are well-worn as is the legend. However, the coin is almost per- 
fectly centered and the complete legend is legible. The reverse is fairly well-worn, all of 
the cross is visible, and the complete legend is legible. The reverse is slightly off-center. 

No. 30. Levon II changed the design of silver coins and issued a new tram®* (F+/F). 
On the obverse, the high points and fine details of the iconography is present, the legend 
is worn, complete, and legible but if there were any field marks they must be worn 
smooth. The coin is very well-centered. The reverse lion has striking problems; except 
for the 7 o'clock area the rest is very sharp, even the lettering is very sharp in addition 
to being complete and legible. It is very well centered. 

No. 31. This takvorin®* of Levon the Usurper is graded F/-VF. On the obverse we see 
the king's body, horse's head and body well-worn and smooth. From 9 to 12 o'clock the 
lettering is missing, the rest is worn but legible. The coin is slightly off-center. The re- 
verse is much better preserved than the obverse. The high points of the lion's head, body, 
and legs are worn, but all of the design is there without the details. The legend is very 
sharp and for a takvorin of this period it is well struck and well-centered. 

Very Good: No. 32 (VG/F), No. 33 (VG+/F), No. 34 (VG+A^G). 

No. 32. Levon II's kardez^® is graded VG/F. On the obverse side the lion is displayed to 
left. In spite of the fact that the coin is well-worn the lion looks fEiirly sharp; slightly 
more than half of the legends are present, but typical of this ruler's copper coins, the 
kardez is off-center. The reverse, in addition to being well worn, also has striking de- 
fects and the left side of the coin barely shows any detail; the cross, and the rest of the 
legend seems to be well worn. However, it is well-centered. 


®® Stephen Album, Price List 57 (Santa Rosa, California: March 1 989), No. 542. 
^ACABX,p. 4, No. 22, pi. 1. 

®MCAeX,p6, No. 75, pi. IV. 

^ACABX,p. 7, No. 84, pi. IV. 

^ACABXp. 9, No. 151, pi. VI. 

*°ACABX,p. 7, No. 90, pi. IV. 
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No. 33. The pogh^^ of Levon IV (VG+/F), again, is typical of the small average copper 
coins of this period that a collector will encounter. The obverse iconography is well worn 
and smooth, less than half of the legend is visible and legible, and the coin is off-center. 
The reverse is much better preserved, the cross and the inscription are sharp but worn. 
Surprisingly the coin has good centering. 

No. 34. The takvorin^^ gf Gosdantin IV (VG+A^G) is not scarce, but hard to find with 
good preservation. They are all struck with very shallow depth and poor workm^ship. 
The obverse iconography of this coin is well-worn, more than half of the legend is visi- 
ble and legible, and surprisingly well centered. The reverse, the lion is well-worn and 
smooth, more than half of circular inscription is preserved and legible, but the coin is 
off-center. 

Good: No. 35 (F/G). 

No. 35. The copper coin^ of Oshin (F/G) is known as pogh. On the obverse the design is 
quite visible; it is identifiable that it belongs to king Oshin, and a Bedoukian corpus 
number can be assigned to in spite of the fact that moderate wear has smoothed all high 
points. More than half of the legend is visible and the coin is well-centered. The reverse 
preservation is not as good as the obverse. A few letters are visible, the iconography is 
heavily worn and the coin is slightly off-center. 

fair: No. 36 (f). 

No. 36. The last coin (f) is the copper pogh'^ of Levon V. the last king of this dynasty. The 
coin is so worn that we cannot read the inscription. However, from the obverse lion, 
size and weight of the pogh we can conclusively attribute this coin to King Levon V of 
Clllcian Armenia.'^® 
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SIMPLE M£CHANICAL>CHEMICAL 
CLEANING OF ANCIENT COINS* 


The following methods for the cleaning of silver and bronze coins are intended for 
use in the field or in localities where laboratory facilities are limited. (Gold coins need 
nothing more than washing with warm, soapy water and a soft brush.) 

CAUTIONARY NOTE: Under no circumstances should even the most oxidized coin be 

cleaned with a strong acid solution. 

A. Silver coins 

1. Initial cleaning 

(a) Soap and water 

Soak the coin(s) in warm soapy water for several hours, turning it over 
from time to time, removing and brushing it with a soft brush. If soil or 
dirt still adheres, sprinkle some fine table salt on it and rub the coin 
gently with your fingers. 

(b) Sodium carbonate 

An alternative method is to boil the coin with washing soda (sodium 
carbonate, Na 2 C 03 ), which should remove accumulated dirt. 

2. Mechanical cleaning 

If dirt or corrosion persists, the use of instruments which do not scratch the 
surface of the coin should be employed. These include wooden toothpicks, bone 
stylus, and simple erasers of various hardnesses in the form of pencils. 

3. Chemical cleaning 

If oxides still adhere, the coin may be put in a mild chemical bath of either 2% 
citric acid, or 10% ammonia solution, or simple vinegar. (Several coins can be 
treated at the same time, but they should not touch each other.) The coin must be 
continuously inspected, t\imed, and rinsed. A coin should never be left overnight 
or for a long period in any solution. 


* An extract from Dickran Kouymjian, The Conservation and Preservation of Ancient Coins, UNESCO 
Technical Report, RP/1 975-76/3.421 .5, Paris, 1977. Mission to the Libyan Arab Republic. Aid to Member 
States for the Development of Their Museums, Annex II. Reprinted with the permission of the author. 
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4. Rinsing and soaking 

rieaned coins should be rinsed in warm water for several minutes. After 
Semkal treatment of any sort, the coin should^ soaked for half a day in a cup 
of distilled water which is changed every half hour (method employed by t^he 
American Numismatic Society). An alternative process is to boil the com with 
distilled water in a glass or enamel container, allow to cool to room temperature, 
and repeat for a total of three boilings (method employed by the British Museum). 

5. Drying and sealing 

(a) Drying 

While in baths or soaking, a coin absorbs water whkh should be removed 
either by displacement or by the application of heat. Displacement 
Evolves soaking the coin in 96% denatured alcohol or acetone which 
replaces the water and later evaporates. With silver coins the prwess 
should be repeated twice with just enough cover the com. Heat 

drying can be used if electricity is availably This can be done m ^ 
electric oven or with an electric hair dryer. The com can also be dried 
with an infra-red heating lamp. 

(b) Sealing 

After drying, the coin should be coated lightly ^th paraffin to prevent 
moisture from entering it and causing further oxidation. In fie d 
conditions, chemically free neutral shoe pohsh can be substituted. 


B. Bronze and copper coins 

1. Initial cleaning 

Brush the coin under running water to remove any loose dirt, exterior ffirt or 
sand. If running water is not available, clear shoe polish may us®d ^ ^ 
stiff toothbrush. This will usually remove initial layers of dirt and reveal the 

surface of the coin. 

2. Mechanical cleaning 

This is the preferred method for treating bronze coins ^d should be utilized 
whenever poSe. Great care needs to fee exercised in order to remove o^da ion 
and corrosion without harming the antique patina which acts 
for the core metal. The process is best accomplished by the use of ^ 
scalpels, and fiber glass erasers. Inexpensive scalpels 

removal blades are now available from any inedical supply comply. In us g 
picks or scalpels, work from the outer edge of each deposit toward the centre, 
often the corrosion will flake or chip off under pressure. 

A fiber glass eraser, made of a tight bundle of glass fibers, is very effective in 
removini various corrosion deposits, but again caution must be used ag^nst 
over-vigorous rubbing which removes patina. If electricity is available a small 
Tn Jl polisMng drilf with a fine fibrous point is 

minute areas and accelerating the cleaning process. In all j’ 

always stop before the surface becomes bright. If patina is accidentally amoved. 
In artificial patina can be re-established according to the method given in 

Section D below. 
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3. Chemical cleaning 

Badly corroded or oridized coins sometimes reqihre chemical baths to soften the 
surface in order to continue mechanical cleaning. Such baths should be mild 
ones; they should be used only in conjunction with further manual cleaning, in 
an alternating chemical, mechanical cycle. The two most-used baths are (a) 
alkaline glycerol and (b) Rochelle salts (sodium potassium tartarate) plus 
sodium hydroxide (lye). The latter solution is prepared by adding 450 gr. 
Rochelle salts 150 gr. lye to 2 liters of water. When either solution is employed, 
the coin must be continually watched, removed, brushed, mechanically cleaned, 
and rinsed before re-immersion. As soon as the solution turns blue, it should be 
cleaned. 

4. Rinsing and soaking 

After the chemical treatment, the coin must be soaked in distilled water, changed 
daily for at least two weeks, 

5. Stabilizing the coin after chemical treatment 

In order to prevent further corrosion, the coin should be stabilized after chemical 
treatment by allowing it to soak in a benzotriazole solution for at least three 
weeks. 

6. Drying and sealing 

Follow the same instructions as for silver coins (Section A. 4 above). 


C. Cleaning excavation coins in large quantities 
1. Bronze and copper coins 

The method described below is best suited for small bronze coins. It employs a 
reduction method where oxidation is decomposed by the separation of the oxygen, 
chlorine, sulphur, etc, from their compounds which make up the oxidations on the 
coin surface. 

On the bottom of a glass or porcelain beaker place a tea saucer and on that a 
sheet of clean, shiny zinc which has been pierced by nail-sized holes, 
approximately one every square centimetre. The rough side of the sheet shovdd be 
upwards; on it place a layer of coins making sure that they do not touch one 
another. Cover this with another sheet of zinc, then coins, then zinc, etc., in 
layers near to the top of the vessel, or until all coins are used, making sure to 
end with a sheet of zinc, this time with the smooth side up. Place another saucer 
or stone on top to hold the layers in place. 

Fill the container with a 2 to 4% solution of sodium hydroxide (lye) and water. A 
2% solution is made by adding about 17 gr. of sodium hydroxide (NaOH) to a 
litre of water, make sure the top-most zinc plate is covered by the solution. The 
coins may rest 6 to 24 hours, but they should be examined from time to time and 
should not be left unattended in the solution overnight. 

At the end of the process, the coins should be brushed under running water for 
several minutes and then soaked for several hours with repeated changes of 
distilled water. Individual coins may require further mechanical or chemical 
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cleaning or both, for which the procedure under Section A and B above should be 
followed. 

2. Silver coins 

Silver coins in good condition should not be treated by this method. These, 
however, can be submerged in a strong and hot solution of water and washing 
soda (sodium carbonate, Na 2 C 03 ) in contact with the edge of an aluminum plate 

in a glass or porcelain container. 


D. Recreating artificial patina on over-cleaned bronze coins 

Ancient patina, usually red, brown, or black in colour, is a protective coating on 
bronze or copper coins, which is formed over centuries. True ancient patina cannot 
b6 cli6iiiically r6produc6d. How6V6r, an artificial ona can ba givan to ovar-claanad 
coins. Though the hardness of true patina cannot be obtained. 

There are several methods which can be used; the easiest one employs ammonia 
fumes. The treatment works equally well for the entire surface of a coin or just to 
darken up spots caused during the process of mechanical cleaning. 

Ideally a glass beaker with cover should be used, but in fact any glass jar, even with 
a metal cover, will suffice. Place a piece of sturdy, but light, cloth (material from a 
bed sheet is fine) on top of a jar which contains a small amount (2 cm.) of fresh, 
concentrated ammonia. Hold the cloth in place with a rubber band or string, but 
allow it to sag in the middle to form a depression. Place the coin to be treated on the 
cloth and screw on the cover. In 15 to 30 minutes the fumes should have given the 
coin a patina; the longer the coin is left the darker the colour becomes. Always check 
the cloth while working, becaause strong ammonia will eat away around the edges 
of the coin and it will drop into the solution. 

DICKRAN KOUYMJIAN 

Haig & Isabel Berberian Professor of Armenian Studies 
Director, Armenian Studies Program 
California State University, Fresno 
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7 ALMA. Bedoukian Collection of Artifacts Donated to ALMA. Armenian 
Reporter, (15 Febraiy 1992), p. 16; Asbarez, Vol. LXXXTV (Saturday, 15 February 1992), 
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8 ARMENIAN REPORTER Armenian Coins Topic of Lecture Given by G. Derderian 
in Washington. Armenian Reporter, Vol. XXIV (11 April 1991), No. 27, p. 10. 

On 17 February 1991, George Derderian lectured on the Artaxiad and Roupenlan coins. 

2iop& r^tuuuifuouutb’ ^ uipuiui2_^ubuAt L. ttJiLpb'hbuih r^piuiTub pnL. Juiuftb 17 <pbutpnLJup 

1901 


9 APiMENlAN OBSERVER Azerbaijan Poet, Armenian Hero Subjects of New Coins. 

Armenian Observer, Vol. xn (12 February 1992), No. 13, p.7, illus. 

Two new Soviet Union coins marking the anniversaries of Azerbaijan poet Nizami 
Guyanjevi and Armenian hero David of Sassoun are described. The first is engraved on 
one ruble and the second on five ruble copper-nickel coins in the Leningrad mint. The 
diameters are 31 and 35 mm, respectively. YTN 

US nuit^pnuuiit bh hlnpApq.uijltb U'fim.pbiuh bplini. %np jni-iuiJbutiuiiiuif.piuJhbppp, finquip- 
Lm.uib jjt^uiisnul^b uttjjip^ ft piubiuuuibqb b. Autjng 4bpnu UuiurtL.hgp 

jnpb^bmhhbppx (Jin.ut ^ jii> p if.pni.utif.nt.utb ^ n.nt.p fjtltng L bplfpnptfp ^fthtf n.ni.pflAtng 

ufqJt'itStu-h ftlib fjt AutJutSni.fniaubp^'b, l^bb fihtfputtflt q.putif utAutinutputhlth tT^^x Cum Uutptflt mputtTm- 

tfjtbbpb bb 31 L 36 itJx 


10 CHAMLIAN ARMENIAN SCHOOL "BOOK FUND." Help for Armenia. ATM, Vol. II 
(Jufy, August/September 1991), Nos. 7, 8, p. 5. of each Issue. 

The advertisement of medals issued to mark the first anniversary of 7 December 1988 
earthquake of Armenia, is announced. Metrological data: gold, 3.11 grains, 18 mm; pal- 
ladium, 3.11 grams, 18 mm; silver, 31.1 grams. 40 mm. YTN 

4^ut&utn.^lt ifpnLJub b% 'UnLjt ftt^b puutf ^ftptf utjft pnqutplfmb jnLfmJbtfutfitbpp, %ni.[ipnLMtb ^utjut- 
umuth^ 7 Q^blfmbtfpbp 1988 bpIfputfUtpS-[t utnMt^jth mutpb fftgfthx Qmiftutiflimuilfut'it mntJimptbp nulfft, 
3.11 tfutif, 18 tgm fputf^nLjf, 3.11 tfpmtf, 18 i/</> ut pbm p, 31*1 tfputtt, ^ tftfx bPXt 


11 CRIBB, Joe. Money, by Joe Cribb. New York; Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., Eyewitness 
Bodes, 1990, p. 40. 

A "lion's face coin ... issued by the Christian Armenian kings of Cilicia, now Lesser Ar- 
menia (1187-1218)" is mentioned and the obverse of a copper tank of Levon I Is illus- 
trated in this general survey of coln^e and other forms of money. 

S^fnijub ^ p^ €utn.pt.bp tf^ifmifpbni^ tfputif dp ~ pnqutplfnt.utb 'fipftumnitbutj 4utj 

Puttfmun pitb pnt. Ifntfd^ (1187-1218)> L. ufmmlfb pnt.utb ^ l^L.nh tfm'ittfpb hlfutpp tfputditb pnt. 

dutupit ufutmpmumnLJub mju phtfAutitputlfutit m fpt turn uAt^ pit d^px bPXt 


12 DIKIJIAN, Armine D. Armenian Stamp and Coin Expert Valuable Resoin-ce to 
Community, by AGD. Armenian Reporter, Vol. XXIV (4 April 1991), No. 26, p. 5. 

Mention is made that Antranig Taizlan gives lectures on Armenian stamps and coins. 

Bpintuub ^ p^ Wtrfp utitplf P^ptfbutit ifp tfutuutpou^ ^ut flfutlpuit tfpnfdut pnufPb pnu L. tfputd— 
itbpnt. dutupitx bP^ 

13 HETTGER Joel. Coin in Slkorsl^ Fob Remains Enigma; Watch Fob Honors June 
1914 Flight of Russian Biplane, by Joel Hettger. Coin World, Vol. XXXHI (3 February 
1992), No. 1660, p. 20. 

The author describes an Abbasid dirham encased by a gold band belonging to Igor Siko- 
rsky. Tlie dirham was dated A.H. 175 and struck in Armenia. YTN 

^bifpitutlfp Ifp itlfutputtfp^ ptfjtp IJ plfnpulfftp ututmlfutitntf nulfp^ otfut Ifut ign tf^ fjt^mufutmnt.utb utp— 
putubuiit tfpp^bd d px 'j'ftpebd p pnt.uttfpnt.utb ^ 175 L. IfnpnLJub ^utjmumtuitx bPlt 


14 MacKENZIE, Kenneth M. Rare Paper (Currency) Tokens Used by the Jewish Com- 
munity in Constantinople, by Kenneth M. MacKenzie. Iniemational Bank Note Soci- 
ety Journal, Vol. XXX (1991), No. 4. pp. 10-15, Ulus. 

While describing the Jewish tokens printed in Constantinople, an Armenian token be- 
longing to SL John church (Amavut K6y) is published. YTN 

b’ ^nptnj d^2 mufnLMtb Apbmlfmit mnduutiptb pnt. itiftu puttfpnt.pbut'it utn.ppL, ^putmm pmifntjutb ^ (J‘ 
8ntj_^ bifbqbgpp {UphtunLJn ufutmlfuiitnif Auiflfutlfuiit mnduutlf d px bP'h 
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NOTES ON CLEANING ANCIENT COINS 


£icxd 

This method is used in many museums. This method is good for silver coins. For 

bronze or copper coins different methods should be used. j j • • *1. i 4.- 

Prepare a 10% to 15% solution of formic acid. Leave the corroded com m the solution 
for about 24 hours or more depending on the degree of oxidation. Then you have to 
neutralize the effect of the acid, leaving the coin 1/2 an hour in a strong solution of 
sodium bicarbonate or baking powder. 

[warning I 

Do not start coin cleaning with your most valuable coins. 

Do your initial experimentation with inexpensive pieces. 

If a coin has not been cleaned completely take some pounce or any fine cleaning 

powder, make a paste and rub the coin between your fingers. -v j n 4. 

To render the coin to its ancient appearance I use the following method. Put some 
soot on a piece of cotton slightly soaked in lubricating oil and paint the com, leaving a 
black film all over the coin. By rubbing between your fingers remove the surplus and 
leave to dry. If chimney soot is not available, light a candle. Hold a plate over it until 

sufficient soot accumulates. 

Vineirar or lemon juice , . . 4.- 

If a coin is not corroded, leave the coin in vinegar (white vinegar is 5% acetic acid) 

or lemon juice for a day or more. Then rub with powder paste mentioned above. 

Many ancient copper coins, like Artaxiad coins, have a fine green patina or rust 
which is very valuable. Removing this is not advisable. Leave it as is But if the com is 
corroded, put in formic acid solution not more than 24 hours, then mb the com 
vigorously with any cleansing powder. You may use even a fine metallic bmsh, but be 

extremely careful! 

Granular dry acid compovmd . n • 

The methods below are good for silver, copper (or bronze coins). Clewing copper 
coins with granular dry acid compound (trade name Sparex No. 2) requires constant 

In a tin box make a 50% solution of granular dry acid in water. Put the coin ir^shie, 
keep over a flame, and let it boil for a period of 1 to 5 minutes. Even the most coiroded 
copper coin will be cleaned by this method. After you have treated the com as mentioned 
above, neutralize it and apply an artificial patina. 

Crow's coin cleaner . 

Crow's coin cleaner is easy to use, and makes it possible to clean silver coins easily 
in a minimum of time. There is no loss of metallic silver other than that which was 

originally oxidized material from the surface of the coin. j • j 

Coins to be cleaned are simply immersed in the coin cleaner for two seconds, nnsed 
with clear water, and blot dried with a soft cloth. This process may be repeated as many 
times as necessary. 

Safety is important in using any cleaner. Crow s cleaner is non-flammable, non- 
toxic non-abrasive, and completely safe for all precious metals. It leaves no odor or 

residue on the coins after cleaning, ABGAKIANS, D.D.S. 

Glendale, California 
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Y. T. Nercessian, Grading of Armenian Coins: I. Ancient Coins 
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Y. T. Nercessian, Grading of Armenian Coins: I. Ancient Coins 
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Y. T. Nercessian, Grading of Armenian Coins: II. Medieval Coins 
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Y. T. NERCESSIAN 

Specialist in Armenian Coins and Books 
8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, CA 90660-1920, U.S.A. 
ANA ANS ArmNS IBNS RNS SAN 


1992 Bulletin No. 15 

Supplement D 

Tigranes II The Great (95-55 B.C.) copper coins 

All coins are catalogued, assigned a Bedoukian number, graded, and in plastic 2x2 envelopes or coin 
holders. Shipping and insurance for each lot below, $5.00. 

290. Lot 1 Ten AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 2 coins, Tyche overstruck 1 coin, 

Vahagn standing left 3 coins, Nike advancing left 3 coins, palm-branch cuved left 1 coin. Average grade 
about F or better, 10 pieces 350.00 

291. Lot 2 Ten AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 4 coins, Vahagn standing left 3 
coins, Nike advancing left 2 coins, head of wheat 1 coin. Average grade about fine or better, 

10 pieces 350.00 

292. Lot 3 Ten AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 5 coins, Vahagn standing left 3 

coins, Nike advancing left 2 coins. Average grade about F or better, 10 pieces 350.00 

293. Lot 4 Ten AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 4 coins, Vahagn standing left 3 
coins, Nike advancing left 2 coins, cornucopias 1 coin. Average grade about F or better 10 pieces 350.00 


Roupenian silver and copper coins (1296-1375) 

All coins are catalogued, assigned a Bedoukian number, graded, and in plastic 2x2 envelopes or coin 
holders. Shipping and insurance for each lot below, $2.50. 

Lot 5a Ten silver trams of Levon I and Hetoum-Zabel. Average grade F to VF, 10 pieces 1 00.00 

Lot 5b Ten silver trams of Levon I and Hetoum-Zabel. Average grade Fto VF, (similar to the the above) 10 

pieces 100.00 

Lot 6 Ten copper coins: Levon I 4 tanks, Hetoum I 4 kardezzes, Hetoum II 2 kardezzes. Average grade 

about F or better, 10 pieces 075.00 

Lot 7 Ten takvorins: of Levon IV 4 coins, Levon IV takvorin overstruck in Arabic, Gosdantin IV 4 takvorins 
Average grade VG or better, 10 pieces 075.00 



296. 


291 . 


Bank Notes of Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) 

295. Republic of Armenia (1919), 50 rubles., Nercessian BNA 111.36a, Pick S675, UNC 20.00 

296. Republic of Armenia (1919), 100 rubles., Nercessian BNA 111.37a, Pick S676, UNC 25.00 

297. Republic of Armenia (1919), 250 rubles., Nercessian BNA 111.38a, Pick S677, UNC 30.00 

298. Republic of Armenia (1919), 250 rubles as in 297 but VF 15.00 


Postage stamps of Republic of Armenia (1992) 

Note that all profits of these philatelic material will be given to Arm. Relief Society (as we did on Armenian 
earthquake stams of USSR) so that they can use them in Armenia on their various charitable projects. 


299. One set of 3 stamps, includes 0.20, 2.00, 5.00 06.50 

300. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains twenty sets of each 3 denominations 1 00.00 

301. First day of cancellation (FDC), includes stamps listed in No. 299 07.50 

302. Souvenir sheet, includes 7.00 unit stamp 07.50 


LATE ARRIVALS, Tigranes II The Great (95-55 B.C.) copper coins 

All coins as they are: not cleaned, not catalogue or graded. Grades, average as unearthed. Shipping and 
insurance for each lot below, $350. 

303. Lot 8 Six AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 2 coins, Vahagn standing left 1 coin, 

Nike advancing left 2 coins, tripod 1 coin, 6 pieces 140.00 

304. Lot 9 Six AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 1 coin, Vahagn standing left 2 coins, 

Nike advancing left 2 coins, palm-branch 1 coin, 6 pieces 130.00 

305. j Lot 10 Seven AE with following reverses: Tyche of Antioch seated right 2 coins, cornucopiae curved 

right 1 coin, Vahagn standing left 1 coin, Nike advancing left 2 coins, palm-brach 1 coin, 7 pieces. 1 60.00 

Bigger wholesale lots can be prepared from those coins which have accumulated in stock. If you are 
interested please contact us for a quote. Satisfaction guaranteed. On approval. 


Shipping extra 


California residents please add appropriate sales tax 
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BANK NOTES WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE 


After the First World War, political turmoil in the infant Republic of Armenia was 
worse than what it is today in post-Soviet Republic of Armenia. There are numerous 
parallels and many differences. However, the point we would like to focus on is that in 
1918, the ordinary people were concerned primarily with survival and procuring the 
necessities of life. 

During that chaotic period no organized effort was made to preserve for posterity a 
few specimens of each type of bank note issued by the Republic. Also, we do not know 
how many emissions were made. These are some areas which remain totally obscure to 
us. If information on the bank notes exists in the archives of Republic of Armenia, the 
curators assigned to the State Museum of Armenian History in Yerevan should take 
advantage of the relaxed political atmosphere to research and publish all the material 
relating to the bank notes printed in Armenia. 

Additionally, there are several examples we would like to see. In 1986, when I had 
the pleasure of examining the bank notes preserved in the Museum, there were many 
missing issues. It remains unknown to us if the quality and quantity of the collection 
has improved since that time. The bank notes we would like to see include the issues of 
Karakilise and Sardarabat as well as others not illustrated in Bank Notes of Armenia 
(Los Angeles, Armenian Numismatic Society, Special Publication No. 6, 1988). Note that 
since BNA was published, we have been able to locate, study and publish Vagharshapat 
and Kedabek bank notes. 

The Museum has preserved a sizable collection of paper tokens published from 1918- 
1920. Understandably, the understaffed condition of this institution may not be 
conducive to assign manpower for research, study, and publication of these tokens. 
However, it will enhance the prestige of the Museiim if gradual attempts are made to 
publish these tokens. A few years from now it will be impossible to find "contemporary" 
people and research the circumstance which forced the genesis of tokens, issued by 
organizations, merchants, and private individuals. If it is difficult to obtain 
information about the bank notes or tokens published seventy-five years ago and study 
them, what will happen a few centuries from now? 

The pages of Armenian Numismatic Journal are wide open to material relating 
Armenian tokens as well as the bank notes. All we can wish to the curators of the State 
Museum of Armenian History is "bari hachoghutiwn" (good luck). 


Y. T. Nercessian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society, 
an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico 
Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors, 
Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscriptions 
(individuals and institutions) $1 0.00 per year. Back issues available. 
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LETTERS 


...Yoiir surface-mall package arrived here today, it was intact. The offprints and the 
way you bind the offprints is very professional; I like the silver binding more than if it 
would have been a black binding. Thank you very much, also for the other offprints you 
Included. I am specially Interested in your researches on the Armenian tiara and on 
Armenian counterfeit detection. I will read them carefully in my leisure time. 

You and your family are really performing important work in keeping up the 
Armenian numismatic heritage which means a good part of Armenian culture. Keep up 
your marvelous work. 

Emanuel Sevruglan 
Heidelberg 

Saw the enclosed article on Armen Vartan in World Coin News (7-6-92), wasn’t to 
sure if you knew or not. 

Also, in the last and recent newsletter, Paul Bedoukian wants to write a book on 
Armenian stamps. Please let him know for me, that if he needs help. I’d be willing to 
loan my collection. Besides stamps, I have 16th- 17th century Armenian stampless 
letters, and many postal covers that are very interesting.... 

Stefan Karadlan N8BGD 
West Bloomfield, MI , 


DONATIONS 

(Period ending 30 September 1 992) 


Anonymous Donations,... 

.. 1000.00 

Karadian, S 

0017.00 

Der Houghasian, H 

.. 0025.00 

Movsessian, G 

0050.00 

Hagopian, L 

.. 0012.00 

Sarian, L 

0100.00 

Hajinian, Ch 

.. 0050.00 

Setian, Ch 

0075.00 

Jamgochian, N 

.. 0050.00 

Terzian.J. M 

0007.00 

Jernukian, A 

.. 0012.00 




MEMBERSHIP DUES 


Dear Member, 

Our records indicate that your membership dues for 1993 are payable at this time. 

Payment of your $8.00 ($10 for non-members or subscribers) will insure the 
uninterrupted delivery of Armenian Numismatic Journal. 

Because of computerized mailing system, each late payment costs the Society extra 
effort for admlnistraUon and follow-up letters, so prompt payment would be 
appreciated very much. 

We hope to hear from you soon. If you have any comments please do not hesitate to 
write a letter to the editor of the Armenian Numismatic JoumaL 

Sincerely, 

Y. T. Nercessian, 

Secretary 
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A SMALL HOARD OF LEVON II TRAMS 

By Y. T. Nercessian 

Historical Background 

Levon II was one of the two sons of King Hetoum I (1226-1270) and grandson of Levon I 
(1198-1219).’ Shortly before Levon ll's ascendancy to the throne of Cilician Armenian kingdom, 
the Mamiuks had invaded Cilicia while Hetoum I was in Tabriz to seek military assistance of the 
llkhanid Abagha Khan. While Hetoum was away, his two sons, Toros and Levon were in charge of 
the kingdom. The Mamiuk forces, outnumbering the Armenians, overran Cilicia, Toros was killed 
and Levon was captured as a prisoner of war. Hetoum returned with 9 Mongol army but was 
nevertheless forced to sign a peace treaty with the Mamiuks. His son, Levon, the crown prince, 
was traded in exchange for a Mamiuk prisoner of war held by the Mongols. In 1269, Hetoum 
retired to a monastery (where he died on October 28, 1970) and Levon took the helm of the 
Armenian kingdom. • 

Levon II (1270-1289) was crowned king of Cilician Armenia on January 6, 1271 , in Tarsus on 
Armenian Christmas day,^ delayed possibly for the mourning period in memory of Hetoum I. The 
reign of Levon II witnessed continuation of wars. In 1274, the Mamiuk Sultan Baybars, without 
pretext attacked Cilicia. Some of the barons chose to withdraw their soldiers from the battle, 
leaving the king too weak to offer an adequate defense. The Mamiuks captured Adana and 
Mamistra and their people were put to sword. Sis, the capital of the kingdom, resisted valiantly and 
never surrendered. Tarsus was captured; the royal palace and cathedral were burned down, the 
treasury looted, fifteen thousand people were killed, and ten thousand were carried to Egypt as 
prisoners or slaves. On their retreat, the port of Ayas was taken and entire Christian population of 
the city was killed. 

The Armenians were not completely crushed, however. Rallying around the king, the barons 
divided their forces into two parts. Constable Smpad, the king's uncle and commander-in-chief, 
launched a frontal assault while Levon took the second army around to trap the enemy and strike 
from the rear. Smpad chased the Mamiuks. into the Taurus Mountain pasges where they were 
surrounded and dealt a mortal blow. According to an Armenian historian, the dead impeded the 
flight of survivors. The Mamiuk sultan, Baybars, died from wounds he received from an Armenian 
archer. 

The victory was costly for the Armenians. They lost several hundred knights and their beloved 
commander-in-chief, Smpad, who was killed accidentally when his horse hurled him against a tree. 
He had been not only a brilliant military general, but also a scholar. In addition to writing a short 
chronicle of the period, he prepared books on jurisprudence including a translation of the Assizes 
of Antioch into Armenian. This translation is very valuable since the original text of the Assizes is 
lost. 


’ V. M. Kurkjian, A History of Armenia (New York, 1974), pp. 246-250; J. de Morgan, The History of the Armenian 
Peopie (Boston, 1965), pp. 237-240; S. Der Nersessian, 'The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia,' A History of the Crusades, 
Vol. II (Philadelphia, 1962), pp. 654-655; P. Z Bedoukian, Coinage ofCiiician Armenia [hereafter CCA] (New York, 1962; 
revised edition, Danbury, Connecticut, 1979), pp. 12-13. Note that the material from references has been used freely 
throughout the paper. 

^M. Ormanian, Azgabatoum (Constantinople, 1912), Vol. II, col. 1680 (in Armenian). 
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Y. T. Nercessian 


Durng the year 1281, there were new hostilities between the Mongols and Mamiuks. Levon 
who had a treaty of alliance with the Mongols joined the battle against the Mamiuks with 25,000 
men. The allies were defeated and Levon had no choice but come to terms with the Mamiuks. The 
peace terms were extremely severe and humiliating for the Armenians.^ Nevertheless, they gave 
the Armenians eleven years of peace and ultimately prosperity, since Ayas remained one of the 
few (if not the only) Christian seaports in the eastern Mediterranean for trade between Europe and 
the Orient. 

In this short period of peace, Levon II and his wife. Queen Keran, channeled all their energy to 
rebuild the devastated country. They championed education and culture, founded numerous 
schools and the Medzkar monastery college which later became very famous. The royal 
scriptorium produced some of the greatest masterpieces of Armenian manuscript illuminations. 
Levon was truly mourned at his death on February 6, 1289. He fathered eleven children of whom 
nine were alive at his death.* *^ 

The coinage of Levon II includes gold, silver, and copper coins.® The only known gold coin 
was lost in the Istanbul fire of 1 831 .® His silver coins include pre-coronation Hetoum-Zabel type 
trams,^ new silver trams,® half trams with® and without^® inscription: copper coins include tank^^ and 
kardez .^2 Basmadjian^® mentions that half trams of 8 mm diameter exist. Whereabouts of these 
coins are not known; neither Sibilian nor Bedoukian have catalogued them. 

• 

Initially, th^ silver coins of Levon II were struck with the same standards of his father Hetoum I. 
Under the pressures of war and the tribute he had to give the Mamiuks, the silver coins were 
debased over a period of eighteen years. His silver coins served as a transition between the tram 
and takvorin. From Bedoukian’s CCA, it appears that early issues of Levon's new trams have a 
silver content of 90 percent.^^ Somewhere in the middle of his reign, the silver content is reduced 
to 65 percent,^® and at the end the silver content is as low as 54 percent.’® 

New tram (silver coin) description. 

Obv.: King on horseback to right, holding reins with left hand, and with right a cross or royal staff 

with two bars extending over his right shoulder. Various field marks. The circular Armenian 
inscription reads, 

-riPfl'ij ((^U9.U^nP Uirt>‘uU3‘u 4U3U (Levon king of all the Armenians). 

Rev.: An Armenian crowned lion walking to left (or right), with left paw raised. Behind him is a 

cross with two bars. The circular Armenian inscription reads, 

-fChYibUl h ’ftUaU'R'u h UhU h (Struck in the city of Sis). 


® al-Makrizi, Histoire des sultans Mamelukes de I'Egypte, ttans. by Quatremere (Paris, 1837), Vol. II, pp. 1, 201- 

202 . 

* History of the Armenian People, Vol. Ill (Yerevan, 1976), p. 799. 

® P. Z Beckaukian, CCA, pp. 86-88. 

®C. Sibilian, Classification ofRoupenian Coins (Vienna, 1892), p. 37 (in Armenian). 

7 P. Z Bedoukian, CCA, p. 290, Nos. 1424-1427. 

® ibid, pp. 290-304, Nos. 1428-1521. 

® ibid, p. 304, Nos. 11522-1523. 

ibid., pp. 304-307, Nos. 1524-1539. 

” ibid, p. 312, No. 1570. 

’2 /b/d, pp. 307-313, Nos. 1540-1572. 

’®K. J. B^madjian, Numismatique g4n6ra!e de I'ArmSnie (Venice, 1936), p. 158 (in Armneian). 

ibid., p. 290, No. 1429. 

’® ibid., p. 294, No. 1454. 

’® ibid., p. 304, No. 1519. 
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Comments on the Hoard 

The purchase of a parcel of silver coin was mentioned in a previous article.^ Thirty-two trams of 
Levon II were included in this parcel. The Levon II hoard in itself is small but includes variants not 
catalogued previously. 

Examination of the hoard demonstrates that it has been picked over, since the grade of the 
individual coins ranges from F (fine) to VF (very fine). In a small hoard of this size one would not 
expect very many EF (extremely fine) or better grade coins. However, it is obvious that even 
within the existing quality range the most desirable pieces have been removed. 

Coins of King Levon II are relatively scarce compared to those of King Levon I, and hoard 
discoveries of Levon II are much less frequent than those of Levon I. In reviewing ArmeniBn 
Numismatic Bibliography and Literature,^^ Only two statements relate to the di^overy of Levon II 
coins; one of them is on a copper coin and the other on 2 silver coins. Reviewing Armenian Coin 
Hoards,'^ we find two reports on Levon II trams. Although Armenian numismatics has been 
studied by European and Armenian scholars, the first and only scholarly essay on the trams of 
King Levon II was authored in 1985 by Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian^® who studied in depth two Levon II 
tram hoards. His report included stylistic analysis, obverse/reverse legends and die linkage. In 
future reports, it would be useful to see incorporated the Bedoukian corpus number and the 
^weight of each coin. 


Cataloguing the Hoard 

Dr. Bedoukian's stylistic classification system seems to be adequate. However, because of 
the hoard differences, the obverse sketches were not sufficient to handle this new hoard even 
though it is one tenth of his combined two hoards; also for the reverses distinction must be made 
whether the lion is walking, holding the cross, or standing on four legs. 

The hoard includes three pieces which have white material resembling dirt on the surface. It 
may be speculated that these are intruders; perhaps the dirt was solidified and just could not be 
cleaned as others were. Most of the coins have been cleaned and had a bright shining patina. 

Dr. Bedoukian's classification,^^ according to completeness of legend, was followed to classify 
the coins of Levon II in Table I. The first column in the catalogue gives the assigned specimen 
number. The second column references to the corpus number in Bedoukian's Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia. The obverse Armenian legend is at the top of the block of coins, starting with specimen 
number. The reverse Armenian inscription is printed in the third column. The fourth and fifth 
columns indicate the obverse style and reverse design patterns, respectively (see Rgures 1 and 
2.). Column six is the weight of the coin in grams. Columns seven and eight give the 
obverse/reverse die varieties. Note that odd numbers have been assigned to the obverse dies 
and even numbers to the reverse dies. An astersisk in the last column indicates these specimens 
illustrated in the plate. 

Table II cross references the drawings to the plates where illustrations of coins display those 
patterns. 


T. Nercessian, 'A Hoard of Levon III Takvorins,' Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. I. Vol. XVIII (1992), pp. 3- 

12 ). 

Y. T. Nercessian, Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature (Los Angeles, 1984), Nos. 292 and 331 . 

P. Z Bedoukian, Armenian Coin Hoards (Los Angeles, 1987), pp. 46-47, Nos. 37-38 
2° P. Z. Bedoukian, 'Two Hoards of Levon II Trams,' Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 145 (1985), pp. 123-135, pis. 16-19. 
21 See above, note 8. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XVIII (1992) 


66 


Y. T. Nercessian 


Table I. Catalogue of Levon II trams 


No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

-abnii f()*u9.ubnn uuu'uus'u 4U3u 






01 

1438V 

-aJb'ubUL P •AUaU'R'u P UPU P 

la 

A1 

2.77 

01 

02 

-abnY. fa*uq.ubnn uub‘uU3‘u 4U3 






02 

1445V 

+0P‘ul;UL P •ftUaU’ft'u P UPU 

la 

A1 

2.76 

03 

04 

-fiblTu l(»*uq.ubnp UlTb‘liU3‘u 






03 

1453V 

4bP‘bbUl P 'RUaU'ftY. P UPU PU 

1b 

A1 

2.83 

05 

06 

04 

1455 

+CP‘ut?UL P -RUaU-ft'u P UPU 

Id 

A2 

2.72 

07 

08 

05 

1455 

-hCPYibUL P «RUq,U>R‘u P UPU 

Id 

A2 

2.62 

07 

10 

06 

1458 

+CP‘ubUl P 'RUaU'R'u P UPUPUP 

Id 

A3 

2.73 

07 

12 

+Lbn\i fa-Uq-UbOP UU'b‘uU3‘u u 






07 

1465V 

+CP‘ubUL •RUq.U'ft'u P UPU P 

1 e 

A4 

2.71 

09 

14 

Hbfi'u fa'Uq.Ubnp u‘ut?‘uU3‘u 






08 

1477V 

+CP‘ubUL 'RUaU'R'u P UPU P 

1b 

A2 

■ 2.85 

11 

16 

fa-U9*Ubnp UPb'uUO'u 






09 

1477V 

-fCPIjbUL 'RUaU'R'u P UPU 

1c 

A2 

2.77 

13 

18 

-abbn'u p-uq-ubop 4U3n 






10 

1487 

-fCP'ubUL P «RUaU>ft‘u P UPU 

2a 

D3 

2.63 

15 

20 

Hbbn'u p*uq.ubnp 4U3u 






11 

1489V 

+CP‘ubUU P 'ftUaU'R'o P uu 

2a 

B1 

2.58 

17 

22 

-abbfi'u f3-uq.ubnp 4U3bns 






12 

1495V 

-fOP'ubui p 'ftuau.'ft'u p UPU 

3a 

Cl 

2.82 

19 

24 

13 

1495V 

+CP‘ubUl P «RUaU-ft\j P UPU 

3a 

C3 

2.63 

21 

26 

14 

1495V 

+CP‘ubUL P -RUaU-RYi P UPU 

3a 

C2 

2.70 

23 

28 

Hbbn'u i(mq.ubnp 4U3bn 




• 


15 

1496V 

+CP‘ubUL P ■RUaU'ft'u P UPU 

3b 

C2 

2.42 

25 

28 

-HbbD'u P-UaUbOP 4U3U8 






16 

1498 

+OP‘ubUL P •ftUq.U'R'u P UPU 

2g 

D1 

2.56 

27 

30 

-abbn'u P-Uq-UbriP 4U3US 






17 

1498V 

+CP‘ubUL P -ftUaU-R'u P UPU 

2g 

D1 

2.66 

29 

32 

18 

1498V 

+OP‘ut?UL P ■RUO.U'ft'u P UPU 

2g 

D1 

2.61 

29 

34 

+lbbn‘u p*uq.ubnp 4U3U 






19 

1509V 

+0P‘ubUL P -RUaU-R'u P UPU 

2f 

D1 

3.00 

31 

36 

-abbfi'o p*uq.uunp 4U3u 






20 

1511 

+0P‘ubUL P 'ftuau-ft'u P UPU 

2b 

D3 

2.58 

33 

38 

21 

1513 

+0P‘ubUL P -AUaU-RY. P UPU 

2a 

D1 

2.66 

35 

40 

22 

1513V 

+CP‘ubUL P >RUaU>R‘u P UPU 

2a 

D1 

2.80 

37 

42 


PI 


♦ 
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No Bed No Reverse Legend “fr t Wt Obv/Rev Die PI 


23 

1515 

+Ob*ubUL b b UbU 

24 

1515 

-fCbiibUl b -RUaU'R'u b UbU 

25 

1515 

+Cb\jbUl b -ftUaU'R'o b UbU 

26 

1515 

+Ob‘ubUl b ■ftUaU.'ft'u b UbU 

27 

1515V 

+Ob‘ubUl b -RUaU-RXi b UbU 

28 

1515a 

•fCb'ubUl b •RUaU'ft'u b UbU 

29 

1515a 

-fCb'ubul b ■ftUT.U'R'o b UbU 

30 

1515a 

+Cb‘ubUL b •RUaU-ft’u b UbU 

31 

1516 

-Klb'ubUL b ■RUaU’ft'u b UbU 

32 

1516 

-KJb'uUUl b b UbU 


2c 

D1 

2.42 

39 

44 

2c 

D1 

2.41 

39 

44 

2e 

D1- 

2.59 

41 

46 

2c 

D2 

2.74 

39 

48 

2c 

D2 

2.73 

39 

48 

2c 

D1 

2.62 

39 

44 

2c 

D3 

2.87 

43 

38 

2c 

D3 

2.65 

39 

50 

2d 

D2 

2.68 

45 

48 

2d 

D1 

2.86 

45 

52 



'O' 

3a 3b 


Rg. 1 . Levon II tram obverse style patterns 



Rg. 2. Levon II tram reverse design patterns 
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Table II. Levon II coin design-plate cross reference 


la 

1 

2e 

25 

B1 

11 

1b 

3, 8 

2f 

19 

Cl 

12 

1c 

9 

2g 

17 

C2 

15 

Id 

4,6 

3a 

15 

C3 

13 

1 e 

7 

3b 

12, 13 

D1 

17, 

2a 

11 

A1 

3 

D2 

26, 

2b 

20 

A2 

4, 8,9 

D3- 

-20 

2c 

26. 27 

A3 

6 



2d 

32 

A4 

7 




Stylistic Grouping of Levon II Trams 

A cataloguer of the coins of Levon II encounters many stylistic variations. Perhaps this can be 
attributed to the fact that his new trams were a transition issue between the high quality trams of 
his predecessors and takvorins of his successors. The obverse of takvorin design (equestrian to 
right) was frozen and most of his successors followed this design. The reverse of Levon II 
takvorins have the lion to left and right. All his successors maintained the “lion to right" on the 
reverses of their takvorins. 

The king's staff, crown, crown's ornaments and field marks dominate the field and have been 
utilized for obverse stylistic classification (see Fig. 1) which basically falls into three varieties. In 
variety 1 the staff is a patriarchal cross with two horizontal arms. In variety 2 the king holds a royal 
staff. In variety 3 the king holds a regular cross with one horizontal arm. 

The reverse styles are based on the cross and lion (see Fig. 2). In variety A the lion is walking 
to left with a cross behind him. In variety B the lion is standing to left on four legs with a cross 
behind him. In variety C the lion is to right and left forearm is folded and holding a cross behind 
him. In variety D the lion is to right, standing on four legs and a cross is behind him. 

The 32 new trams catalogued in this paper are represented by 23 obverse and 26 reverse die 
varieties. There are quite a few coins which are very similar to each other but because of 
iconographic peculiarity they are not identical to each other and not from the same dies. Coins 
identical to each other are so indicated by the die number. 

Obverse varieties do not have equal distribution of coins. On 28 percent of the coins the king 
is holding a patiarchal cross (type 1), on 60 percent, he is holding a royal staff and not a cross (type 
2), and on 12 percent he is holding a cross with one arm (type 3). On reverse varieties 28 percent 
of the coins the lion is walking to left (type A), on 12 percent the lion is to right standing on three 
legs and holding a cross with one leg folded backwards (type C), and on 56 percent the lion is to 
right and standing on four legs. 


Obv. 

Table III. Obverse versus reverse design 
1 2 3 

Total 

A 

9 



9 

B 


i 


1 

C 



4 

4 

D 


18 


18 

Total 

9 

19 

4 

32 
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Table III summarizes the obverse styles and reverse designs. Bar chart I gives the obverse 
style variety percentage distribution (A, 28.13%; B, 3.12; C, 12.50%; D, 56.25%). Bar chart II 
gives the reverse design pattern variety percentage distribution (1, 28.12%; 2, 59.38%; 3, 
12.50%). 

The average weight of Levon II new trams, based on table I weight data, is 2.69 grams. Coins 
which have their weight as average weight or heavier, fall in three obverse and three reverse type 
patterns. In Dr. Bedoukian's corpus the average weight for Levon II new trams is 2.65 grams.^ 
The metrological weight distribution of Levon II new trams, based on obverse/reverse design, are 
tabulated in tables IV and V, respectively. 



Chart I. Obverse design percentage distribution Chart II. Reverse design percentage distribution • 


Table IV. Weight distribution based on obverse design 


Cross 

Under 

2.49 

2.50 

2.59 

2.60 

2.69 

2.70 

2.79 

2.80 

2.89 

2.90 

2.99 

3.00 

3.09 

3.10 

3.19 

3.20 

Over 

Total 

1 



1 

6 

2 





10 

2 

2 

4 

7 

2 

3 


1 



19 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 





4 

Total 

3 

4 

9 

9 

6 


1 



32 


Obv. 

Under 

2.49 

Table V. Weight distribution based on reverse cross 

2.50 2.60 2.70 2.80 2.90 3.00 3.10 

2.59 2.69 2.79 2.89 2.99 3.09 3.19 

3.20 

Over 

Total 

A 

1 



6 

2 



9 

B 


1 






1 

C 

1 


1 

1 

1 



4 

D 

2 

3 

7 

2 

3 

1 


18 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

9 

6 

1 


32 


^ P. Z Bedoukian, CCA p. Ill, English editions; p. 122, Armenian edition. Note that eight different type 33 coins 
(representing 264 new trams catalogued in the corpus) from the Bedoukian metrological data have been averaged to 
obtain 2.65 grama average weight 
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15 MARIBIAN, Zaruhl. Dranmerfe khosum en fThe Coins Speak] - 'hputiTubpi, fuaum-j 
q^phs' ^uipni.<i, iTuipftpbm'u. MesrobUm Reporter, Vol. vni (Febmary-March 1991- 
1992), No. 2, p. [9] from back. In Armenian. -- ^ 

It is reported that Y. T. Nercessian gave a lecture and exhibit on the coins of Armenia to 
the students of the Armenian Mesrobian School in Pico Rivera. California. YTN 

Sbqbl^iuqpnLMib b' fi'’ X/bpu^ubwh qmuut fuourtLp- fiLU nt. gni.giuAuihrf.^u mm-iub ^ ^uijmu— 

utui%li qpuitthb pnt3i ifuiujili, (J" bu pntgbiuh *l^utpfbiuptuhfi utjiul^b pmhb pntAi, fhfii[bp Ui^ 

i}^ nphfitut b^Xf 


16 NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Reference to God on Medieval Armenian Coins, by Y. T. 

Nercessian. Armach, Vol. DC (1992), No. 1 (17), pp. 39-49, pis., Armenian summary. 

The author reviews the Armenian coins where the name of God is inscribed. The coins 
Issued by the following are catalogued: barons, Gosdantln I (1095-1099), copper, Toros I 
(1100-1123), copper; Toros n (1144-1168), copper Roupen n (1175-1187), copper; Levon 
n (1187-1196), copper kings, Levon I (1196-1219), gold coins with single lion and two 
lions, coronation trams with single lion and two Hons, double tram, half double tram, 
regular tram, half tram, billons with Latin and Armenian legend; Hetoum I (1226- 
1271), regular tram, half tram; Levon n (1270-1289), Hetoum-Zabel type tram; Smpad 
(1296-1298), Levon I type tram, crudely struck tram; Gosdantln I (1298-1299), tram; 
Oshln (1308-1320), coronation tram, half coronation tram; Levon V (1374-1375), billon; 
Klurke n (1043-1100), copper. Author 

^bqjihiu/fp If^p qputifhbpp, nprthg if^puij UumniJfn^ luhniAip lu piuihmqpnuuib 

Qni.giul^uiqpnLJtib b% ^binbJiui^b pntii l^nrnf^ ^nipupl^ntjuit qpuiJ^bpp— fijJuuiU'hbp bnuuiujhqlih (JL 

(1006—1099), fi'npnu IJ, (1100-1123), ufqjil/d- fi'npnu (1144—1168), iggjtbii- fhnLp^^ ft (1175— 

1187), iqqJjhA- l^bnU (1187—1196), ignjAii- puigutt-n phb p l^b.nh U, (1196—1219), iT ^ b. b pl^ni. iun.lu.bni^ 

nul^bqpiuithb p, tf L. bplptu obiTuih qpinifhbp, bpl^qputiT, bpbqpiuif, Aiuuuipiulf qpiuit, 

ll^u qpuiif, puut ^huitnuin. ni. ^uijiumiun. p^^nhhbp- ^b^nL tT U, (1226-1271), ^uMuui puil^ gpusif, 
qpiuif~ fl (1270-1289), ^b^nLif-^muf^f^li mbuml^ qpiuit- U tf p utut (1296—1298), l^bnU Ui—ft mbuutl^ 
qputif, bn jut qpiuif- bnutniuUqjtb U, (1298-1299), qpmif- 0^^ (1308—1320, obtfutb qpuiil, obifuth If^u 
qpiutf' l^Lnh b (1374-1376), p/ni'’^' fi (1043-1100), iggphAi ^bqjthutlfp 


17 SARYAN, Levon A. Careful Searching Leads to Opportunities in the Acquisition of 
Rare Armenian Coins, by L. A, Saryan. CelatorYol. VI (July 1992), No. 7, pp. 40-41, 
illus. 

The author describes the acquisition of the following rare Armenian coins: Tlgranes 
the Great (95-56 B.C.), bronze, Tlgranes/Antlochus I Theos of Commagene; Tigranes IV 
(8-5 B.C.), bronze. Victory with outstretched arms; Levon I (1198-1219), double tram; 
Hetoum I (1226-1270), two Hetoum-Kalqobad bilingual trams; Hetoum I (1226-1270), 
Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual tram dated 643 A.H./A.D. 1245. Descriptions and 
metrological data of all coins are provided. YTN 

^bg^bml^p l^p ’bl^in pqm p^ p Abn.^ pbpbf^ ^bmb.buM ^ut jl^iul^ui'b 

^uignLMiqjti.tn qputiT'Ubpp— Sfiqpmh Ifbb (96-56 ppnbq, S [iqpuAj/bniTif Wbqftn^nu U, 

H nu‘ Sjtqpn/h 7 . (8-6 ^.•^.), pprrhq^f S ujq^uj%tul£p b pl^ui ptuh" ptuipni-l^b pntf^* IX (1198-1219), 

bpl^rf.ptuif • ^bpnLif H (1226-1270), bpI^nL ^bpnLjf-'fiuij^nu^utmfi bpl^pignt-buMh q.p$uiTub p- Z,bpni.J U, 
(1226—1270), ^b pnt-tf —"fiut ^funu pnif^jt b p p3 qn i.b tuh qpuMif PnLutqpLtnb 643 1246t Spni-tub bh 

qpuiiTbbpn’ blf^ut pmqpnt.p ftiAtib pb tu ^uii^iuq^uinil^uih utnubiu ^b ppi bfi'Xt 


18 SARYAN, Levon A. From Armenia to Chicago — Armenian Medals from the Windy 
City, by Leon A. Saryan. Centtnel, Vol. XXXIX (Winter 1991-1992), No. 4, pp. 14-18, 
Ulus. 

An historical background is given to the Armenicin community in Chicago and the 
following medals and tokens struck by All Saints Armenian Apostolic Church in 

(Continued on page 76) 
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Y. T, Nercessian, Grading of Armenian Coins: II. Medieval Coins 
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3n^eU.P2l3.‘u'ul3P 

^JU.al).sn^p u.pn^uju.’up n.MTumsiii;pfK 


riuiutuliiuit if.puiliuihni.p^buih hbpl^ulJu^gnLgllj^bpflg hjut^uiuinLp Hpnilbuih[i libpigutppf ^um- 
juib uiuitnlibpuiif.puiii$uh 'U^n.pbpft utint.^buM'U^ it ft puAi)i uiUg.uiit lupitmbuigb i ^ J bg.ui pug.n pb'bb pfi 
ni.iuirf.pnt.p^biu'bpt J'luituihuilili lutuiudn^ uijtj. Jbqjuihbpfi uiiuinit ni.^ fu-h p f^q.g. plpii.it ^ tiLft uimu- 
%iuitbiul£ L. ^uthiulpuui^u i^piuUp puui ^bhx If [n-u lin^pt^g, uijq- itbr^ui^bpp %uiIl itbr^iuputf.npb^bpfi 
uuuppbp r^mpag'iibpfi uifibqbuitpipbni.pbiiih mptpuujip bit jiu&uifu ftpiupiuitbpih, P‘“td ^ f^g-nitub fjn 

hf. tLpmlbuibfih 'Unt-fipni.uib lunjuf^fib mi^iatibinp uinbijbni.bg 1912 (tpbpfi pbpnLitnil^, ^mjpb- 

^bnjtu 3>pm "Uu^iut jni.it X U,njullih bpbunt.J ujuiuiljb pnuutb ^ ‘tP"'lb 'lb‘^‘"’P‘"'^'t‘“kP 
IjnLpbpp rj^ujjt Atuju Ij^iuuiP^px ^jut uipiuhijiuljfi ^b ppbuii.it tjpnuub ^ chj- lfcPfH,bU«*U)>( i^b pluii.it 

bVUtjJiiu'U nt. it uiAnuuh P’nuuljiu^^b ph b% < 1803 - 1848 >j *9 luinljbpfi u!^ lpigitni.it ^puhub p^h jbgnuni^ 

gpnLiub ^ ^bgji^utljji lu^ni^p^ ujpuljbin^ ujiuin piuuinit uAi uttupb^^Lp Zl ^^JPP cA« TGr-^lfirOukisH, 
ldl2, Paris»» u,jh ppnhqjig ^x Qiuilib pp 66x80 it it I 

h- Upnilbiu'iili gftJiupui’Urjjuljp hb pljuu juigni.uib ^ bit uiinuipui p puipAp nJtjJt^fi i[pnp ^pngp 

iijuimljb pnuub ^ b pjtiniuuiu pg. ^iuuiuljni.itx \ipiu ^fiuin ni. Ijui%n%iui.np uuAipni.uib itiugbpp, g^itiu— 
gbbpjt Ijiuinuipb piL^buib ^uiubng it puljnut p L. put pip oippni^ if^b pu pljni.ii, "pb ‘^bi.bd bpL.ni.it ^ 
if^b piiiujuiuj^ljp ipngljiuujnif^, ujiuinljb pjtit ^uignpgni-it bii ^b pit ni.^ jti^x 'fiiuiigiuljiugnpbp Ijbpmbj ^ 
itbb it iniubnrjji, lui^^i. itiupgni., ujnbinuiljuiii juiun.itni.iubp^ uiiiAiuiniuljiuiini.pbuih gJ^itiupiuiirjjulj, npp 
j^iujuib ifinpp puibbpfi itnisni.itbiiinuij uinbrjbuignpbni.piii.ii ^ 


Ijb puju! pni.buin ^ luiinuuir ^ itb pljur jiugni.g piuiigiuljutgn pb U^gpburu S^p~lT lu pnupb utU p 
(1871-1919) UMjiM uipnLbuiniugnpbiib pftg npji Ijbiiuiugpuiljuiii L uuibgbuign pburljurit ni-gfiii Jfiirpi. 

opu gitnuupni.pbuiit p ^ piugiu j in jut uri.it x U'jtutjii 20— pg g- SO— luljiuii PnLuiljiuiiiibpfi uljgpiib pjtir g[t~ 
iniuljuiii iujjuiup4pii jiujiniijt giupiiuii U,- S^p—lr>“p"^pbiuii^ itbgmjiujpii uinbgbiugn pbni.p jti^iib p jtx 
Hjiinuuitbiiiujiifii., U,- S^p-IT utpni-.gbiuitliii, npuj^u Jbguijiugnpb, ^uipgbpfi luJpng^iuljiuiM pjpn.ii- 
JuiJp, inuiljiui.liii ^ put gut j!U jinnLiub, piuii jt np Jbg jiujiniijt it put uuibgbuign pbni.p Iruiiiib p jt 

Joiniuui p ptuiuuljp I ^^mb jn i[ IU‘ Hpni^b luiipii iini.^pnuub igjuiljbinp, J^lj luiigiuJ Lu ^uiJnguii.J bu, 
np Jbguijiuj^ii uipniJiuinni.J g^Juuguunljbp^ iibpljuijiugJiuii ^iiuipuiuipni.pfii.iiiibpp luiiuiuAJiuii bit, 
frulj Jbgiu^bpjt uinbijbni.Jp ptupg ^ii^iiopfiiiiulj uipniJluinx /^ii^ig^u iijniJlg, hi' Hpnif^buiii p iibpljui— 
jiugnuub ^ g^uj^ ituju Ijfiuuiph^' Uuiljuijii iipiu ^lujbiugpfi ni.ggni.p ftiii p, igiuinljbpli L. ^lupPni.— 
pbiuii i,uiljuigpni.p jti^iib p p uinbgbni.J bit lujiiighult inujiuuipni.pfii.ii, np gftJuipiuiigiuljp gfimi.ni.J 
^ luJpng^ni-PbiuJp, pnjnp IjngJ b pfrgx Q»iu piuiigiuljiugnpb-Jbgiujiugnpbfi ^Jinni.pbiuii lupiniujiuj— 
inni.p fii.iiiib p fig ^ 


U,- Shp~V‘‘^P"‘-^biuiip igjiuljbuiiib p nt. JbgjujLbp ^ iinufipbj iiiuL. ^tu j JjjuljnjPfi luii n Liuii ft 
gnpbft^bp 0" ^ tu m Ijiuii b luii fiii , * 7 * U,giu J b tuit fiii , fhgui j b luii fiii , 9 >/»* U,pbpni.iint.ii, npniip 

nJubiiiu jntf IjnJujngJigfinii jni.bni.Jiib p ft j^gAiuii pnt.p fii.ii, ^brjJiiiiuljp Atuub j gfiJiuujiuinljbpiibpfi 
iib ppiiiujjuiu p^p piugiu jtu jutb jnt. Ijiuiniu pb jfini.pbiuiix U,- S^p~lT >t>pnt.pbtuiip ^bgfiiiiulj ^ iiiuL. J ft 
ptu piptupiuiigtuljfi, t^pp itnjiiig^u IjiupbjJi ^ gutubj J b gut jiu j fiii iupni.buinfi uutbgbiugnpbni.pfii.ii— 
iibpfi Pni.fiiix ftiij^ighu jiujiniifi gbgiupniJluutiuljiuii lupiniu jiu jinni.pbiuii iugiuutni.pfii.iip, jiuinljiuighu 
lupgb J !u J luii !u Ijit b p n lJ , ^iiiu piut.n pni.p fiuii bit jthibn.iMnt.J uutbgbbj J b gut jut j ftit jni.jiu piiuiiiib p 
giuiiljiugiub iLft L lupiniujiujinJiuii Jfi^ngp 


U,' Shp~U‘ ut pni.pbiuii ft jfijbiuj uuibgbiugn pbnL.p ftL.il p, npii ft g^uj ^puiuiui puiljunuJ uitLiu^ftii 

uiiigiuJ, lupJuiiifi h piiimupbiuii L npuj^u Jiuiipiupiuiiguilj nu ftp umbtjbJ uiii igiuinJnLpbiuii uiiLfi— 
Pnifx U'utiiptupiuiigiuljp ljuipbjfi h uiiinLiuiibj <LfU' U,pnifbuiiip giuuin fttu puilj—J tuiiljuiifui pJ'ix U,jii 
ftpbiiftg iib pljtu juigiinut ^ gfiuguiljuiii iibpun jPh (At mb p fib p), npmbg luii Ijiuii nit itumutb nu Ijiuiig— 
ituib bit mutppbp ^uiuutljfi gfiLgiug fiiib p {XO—pg g- Ijhubpft ggbumiibpnif, mgiuJuipgfilj' ifi lutfi ut p— 
iibpnif, Ijiuiiiujp gjpuijnpbpnif), iipiuiig gfiJutg itumiub ^ b pfimuiuuipg IXpnifbiuiip uitgnuljfi ifpiuj 
ibiLpftii putg gf>p.g' Ubiibiuljfi J^^mbgnuJ ^ Ipf* uuiifinp L bpljnu igiiiuljx U'luiipiuptuiigiuljp bpft— 
gnuJ h puiLuiljuiii jm jit gomft, npp ifbpbnLj Ijftutuijjnp ^x ^b rjjtii ut Ijp utJpng^ IjnJujngJtgfiiujfiit, 


’ Henry Sarkissian, "Medals Created by Andreas Ter-Maroukian," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. I, 

Vol. IV (1978), pp. 1 61 -1 67; Sbp-ltuipnL^juiiip Jbguijuignpbt, Ipuipbp 4uiUUipiulriul^UiC 9*flUim- 

PiniQChpli, (1981), pftu 10, 61-66. 
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^fa^l|l|l 4,- Uu*p>^ufaui^ 


p-t-nuJ ^ ^uiijnpif.bi^ ^ pbJft inbupt bp^HTI. qutptj.uipm.utb- ^ 1’P‘^‘P jutf^nprjnq nqljnjqnt!^ 

L tnbpbjttft \/bp^Lnt.J ttLitlt qpitt-fi- jtL.h' o|ipij_uiYiij_iuf^.^[i^ C,btf^|i^ui^|ig, S>{i{u[iu, 22>5.19U p. bp 30- 

uitfbuij jopb|^biu^b u*n-Pb'~^' ^X>lp“p P'l’’- 

^binui^p.gptuljutit iqtui ^ phuipbj ^tu'itqtuljtuqitpbp, p-Ljti.tf ^ pih ^b pgni.nq utnbqbuttjnpbnt.p^buth 
qptuJ tutuftlj tqtuA,bpjig tf^k^ k* ^ PP P (.utub j ^ ftp qtu qtu ph tu ljl;m fth , ftulj nt.'blpt- 

qft p%b pft utqtuub Jp^itbpp L hbtupqtujfih il[t&tuljp tuhutqtuub jji nt.jtuq.pnupbtuht hj. U,pnt[btu^ p L 
^pbh J^p^tuuftuuinq tu'iti.'ittut.n paup ftL.%hb p p Ijiupbbu qtupibj b'h Jft lutt pn^m.p ftuU, p^U. jtt.put- 
^uAtjjtt.p Ijbptqtup uitLuAiitjiii uAt^tuiniuljtu%nt.p ^ult ^ ftp ^b ppiiiujjuiup^m^t U utljtu pt 'Ub plpu jtupnt.utb 
iqtuApii liptuit^ pnptpp tjtupibj b% ^luitiuiqiupiltuili tf fttuuhm.p ^uttt tujutt pmjub tfbb l.nLJtiuLjtpjjT‘ 
Ipt-P^P' tt* Sip-ir^upnt-^btuhp bpljtup uttuppbbp utjjutuutb j ^ kt- U,pnt[buAtli libpiqiuplt if^ptup 'bptu 
^btmu^p^pm.pfttiAtbpjt tuputtujutjutJtu'it qpuLnpnLiTitbplig ^ htuL luju if tultptu.put'bqtuijpi Hjh tjjttq- 
u^g ^ U. tuptf-tuhft tfbb ^tuhtuljnif^ tf btniuqntf^ 3ini.jb jm. ^tutftupx Quttftb p p pujltnt.pfit.'bp 29 utf, ptupi- 
pnt.pftt.hp 28 utf {iqtuAtJtLtf ^ Qtupbhgft qptulpuhntpbtuh L. utpntJiuuifi piuhqtuputhnttf, Pftt. 1062)s 

l^hpq^u juijuthfi fiptfiuhqtuq^fi qpiuljtuh qnpbnth^ntpbtu'it ^Q-tutf butljp jptuhnLtf ^p 1910 
P; utulpupt japb jbtuhtuljuAi bpbljnh uibijji nthbgtut 1911 p~ U'tujftuft 22-frltt 'PhhiupIjnLjtq iftuhptu— 
^luhijtuljp IjtutqnLjub ^ ibZ.^‘“L bpbljnjjt ^butt U,- S^p—lTtupm.^buM\tjt "Untftptutnt.nL.— 

Pftiitp It, pum b pbjtjPjih, It put tuiitf ft^tuljtuh JiuuhtuljgntP fttitp bpbl^njjth iqtuuttu^tulpu'U ^^pt 4,bp- 
t! ltp‘lj"^‘L‘'''t^l’ i^P'^ utnqbpp H- S^p-V “tpnt^buihjt ifiuaph hptu IjbhuiuqpuiljutU l^tlUlG|2b 
pruibg ip-gt^ ^ iu^ pui^uAtr^iul^f^ piugtu jUMjmnLjt ^ ^iu jlf^usl^uih tT ^ui l^n j p- ji tuUniauh^ ^bplj^ui^^ 

^ut^n$.Qft^bp nt, lip Zi JipiluAstpuq^ft Jtnb ptf ni.pbiuh dfihpi. opu uAtjus^in 

pbg <^kkp 

tSntpf^ bpb^ uiutuhtuifbutlj ^bhbutftfift IT pftputpbiuh htuptuAbn^ntpbutif p pn~ 

qutpljtnttf bit ^tu jlpuljuAt jftjututtuljtujftit ifbrjtujhbp hutfipnijub luhgbutjfi nt hb pljuijfi qptuljuAtnt— 
pbtuh, utpntbuutft, qftuintpbtuh, iqbuiutljuAi nt nauqtf tuljtuh qnpbft-ptb pfthx (Jipq^h Pnqtupljntb j bh 
J ft ^tuhft tntuuhbtulj tfbrjtujhbp {putn npnttf itpnj ifbqutjhbp bpljnt Juttftbpntf)x Utulpupt ifbqtujtu- 
Jtttpp iuhphij4tuin uttbjtuhnttf l^x (J,ju tfbtjtujhbpp nthbh phpitntpn jlt n&, uutijtujh hptuhgjig jtutnbpp 
nthbh ^tutf tu^ut jljtulpuh phn jP' ^luhqfiutuhtujntf ^lujljuiljiuh ifbqtujtujph utpntbutnft uthputtfuth 4iutn— 
ttubpx ITbrjtu jhbp bh hntftpnttub IXptntuj^u (i, Sftq-pttth P, kntf [nntuu fth, If pjtPtup U bptuuintugntit, 

tuhfiii, W ntfu^u Iffnpbiiutgntii, Qnif^ Pnttf tuhbtuh fth, bqjtjk Qmpbhgfth It tujjhx U,ju tfbq.utpu— 
jut p ft lunjuf^ph jftjutintulptbpftg ^ hf' Ifpn tfb uih pit itntftpntiub ifbq.utjp, pnqtupljntjub utqfiinutlj ifb- 
tntutjpg, nuljbqob It jtutn ^bt P utpbtuPftgx Ifbqtujp tuttutf^pit bpbuph iqtutnljb pnttub 

k hf' Hpntfbtuhft qfnf tu^tuitrjtuljp Ijhuutp^^ rj^iqji itupx ^tutnljbpft itup It i«£ l^nqtfb pnttf bqpnif 
tjpnttub ^ <h]ui^uiinni.p U,pni|^bui1i>t \,bp.pltntif qpntutb ^ pnqtuptf utit pntutlf^tuit p Cl969>> 1} pIjP''P'I 
bpbupit iqtutnljb pnttub ^ P lu^^nt qjitf utptuitqiuljp IjfiutuPk^ qJ^iqb ut^x ^tupfig nth ft qpntpfith 

‘^f_bg ‘tP^lb ut^nttuh Pnttuljtuhhbpp <1836-1888>« 

k ^zbb "P I960 P’ jbtnnj hj’ lip nifbtuhfih hntjt pnttub ntjq ifbqiujp nthbgbj ^ if ft ^luhjt 
Pnqiu pljntifhb p, ^tuh ft np lu jh qpnttuqtnttf ^ ifiu&utn.pft Aiuifiupx Plug ft ntjq, P- Ifpnifb uth ft tfb— 
qtuptb pft bpljpnpq bpbuhbpp tffnptupphtnttf bh lujj Ijnif iqnqjtgftnh It qftif luptuhqiuljhb p ft intuppb- 
piuljUb pnif^x 

hf- Op ntfbiuhp hbpljiujiugntiub ^ ^mtfbtf tuuttuputp ptupip ttb jft^ntf Zl, fhutjtub iftnpp Jmiftb p ph 
(qptf lu^tuhqtuljp tjpiurjb ghnttf ^ tfbqtujft qtujtnp tutf pnq^ntpbutif p) ut jh in tqtu tn p ft ^ ^ ^ ^bttnt 
Hjntutuhljiup^iu jphlt htf tuhntp ftth ftgx p- Ifpnifbiuhft q ft tf ut iqtutnljb p p, npft ^fttf.gnttf phijtub ^ tfbb 
fntjtuttnp^ ^luhptu jtu jut L jihqnthb jp tqiutnljbphbpfig tf^ljp, tfbqtujjt tfputj uuiutgbj ^ fihphntpnjh 
uutbqbtuqnpbntpbiuh luputiujiujtnntPfithx 'h b P P ^ifiujft^ tftupqnt, tfbb if intubnqp (,uttiu- 
_ptuljtuh Ijb piqtu p npft luputiu^ph luhAnqntpbiuh intulj qqtugtntif ^ hbp.gfth jut pntiubntP ftth nt 
luhAuthqutnnLp ftthx 

1984 P‘ hjntbg hj tuj^uttnntp U,pntfbtuh ft bhhqbtuh Vl^—tutfbtuljp, npft iun.pftt pnqtu pljntb g 
ifbqtuj bplttuhntifx IXtttuf^fth bpbufth iqtutnljb pnttub hf‘ U,pnifbtuhfi qftif tu piuhqiuljp tfphjlt 

Ijntpbpp Ijput'P^^g q^iqft itu px b pki‘"P1 bpbufth nthft qpntp ftth {.^lujbpph It itntubp^h) 

chju.au.snh0 U.PMBU.'U, XAHATYP ABOBAH, bOb'lU.U EPEBAH, 1984 Ifbqtuj^ft qtuj- 

inft tu^ Ijnqtf nttf jjt^uthiuljft tf^^ Cl75>t Hjh ppnhtjpg inptuifiu qb^P tfif, ^bqphiuljp fl'npbp 

Untjtuljbiuhx l^ljutp Pb‘- 2) 


^ U,jb.guiuhqp b b p'f‘‘‘^‘p*‘fkx drn\rn^^iuftiu ibplttuh, 1961 ), ^tuutnp 8 , 286-2801 

hlifpuii|pnupbaib.- fyifp ^uit.iu^utbnh u^m pnuUuMl^^ tf bt^ut uu^ltuttui^ i/A"— 

utuiq^n$l h* Utp.nff^buMhft iTbq.mi^ j/^, a pat. bmfAi uputnl^bpnLMfb ^ iii^bpph^lti-qnLJiib b- ^[ti-qb p^h 

tT pLMib tquful^jtb iT jt^b. uiptkiubmqpnLMib ^ ^^juiuinuj^ biupVi biT 
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hl~ U.pn,lbuihl, nfutiu^uMbiiuilin qpuiq^bghni.J Jbq.tui[i q.u>imf, iuJpngl utu, paMbnu^ px 

lliLUthg pbl^bint. ,f,npp JiuhputJujuhb p f, W ubiu^jAi fuounuU, putjg ubgit iT},lnghb pml mndii ^ 

fy. Upn,[biuh^ hliu,puig.l,ppx Bututtiuag^u [uounub bh hpiu iu^pbpp, npnUp piu guJ ju, jufm-J bh Jbb 
l^nuuuiLjtp^jt "Ub ppbuijjuutpi,p J ft iuhiiiiut.npni.pbiub, npb ustpsftL. ^ ^'L^L tP ^ 

nptg^u linLjipbtu tf uipinbpi jip t^uirjiui^iu phb p ji ^luiT atpt 

fh’ S^tiLptil^btubp lupr^ft uni^biniu^ui j J b i^ui tf.n pbb b p fi ifinppiu p fu. ^UMifuiutnbgni.pbuih 
phlpinti “Ub pliUM ^uignt-gfiptb pftg ^x 'bput J b q.iu ^lu ^ ph uuibqbuMg.npbnuPliL.'ii'hb p ph, npnh^ ft q-^tg qfi- 
J ui^tubquilpib p bh, pitnpn^ bb tgiuinl^b p L. qpni.p ftLithb p ^ oqtnutqnpbituih ^tutfutqpni.pfii.'bpx fh- 
Slnuiul^buAi ft tf bqju fhb pfi l^nJignifJiglin^ tguj in !^b ph b p li ^^J’Uuil^uib ituihpnt.p[tL.hp pplpinLif p. q/f~ 
if uiiguiuil^b p !§ if^puijf uuil^uipU bpl^pnpq bpbuhbp^ qpni.p fitlhlib pfi {^ppb. Ifuihnh Ifiup&, piujg 
Pnqmp^if uih iun.jiPp 'biguiiniulpuu pug piugui ^ui ^uinq) jt^phuiin fug qpb puAb-p qpbp^ If^nif uingpg ftnh 
piL.bni.tffi ^iuu'hnq l^uiutuipb i^fini.pbuiit, uutbgbni-if b'b bpl^l^nqif uthfi if ft luif pnq'fni.p fn.bx /* q^tgi iipni 
ifbqiupibpp ^fitfliiulfuihnLif jopb i^biuhiul^iah biix tfbpjft^^bhp iipuihgfig if ft ptuhfiup hni.fi pnLiub 
luj^uiqbif ftlfnuhbp fb.nh b. 8f^if‘‘^‘f' 0 ppb pthb pfih, '}>iuLfiP U^jiuqPfihf '‘fiu^iuh S^pbiuhfth L. uijpi^ 
npnhp piiujuib phq^uihni.p l^ntf igngjigfinh ptL.bni.ifhbpfi phq^iuhpnLpbuth ph.ghnt.pnjh uinbqbiutptp— 
bni.p fitiihb p bh, ^bttnt pihb pnf ifbquipupup l^npn-b pn.gx 

1987 p> to- IXpntfbiuhfi igiuinlibpnif ifbrpui uinbgbnubg {^uinnhiuliiuh UU^) giuqiugnLif 

U muth fiujiut^ X/bj^ifnpiqniffi uihiAiiul^iuh hiupiuibn.hni.pbiuif px IT bijju /p hni.fi pni.tuir 3>‘ ^luppnuifi b. 

hf‘ Hpnifbiuh fi Hpiupuitn piupApiuhuipiu jfipuuiiul^phx 


IT bipu ijfi luiLiuf^fih bpbufih igiuuil^b pniMtb bh 3>pfxqpfip ^luppninfi b. tO''U»pnifbiuhfi qfiifiugath— 
njulpibpp ifhhjb. bntpbgpx ^tuyinfi lugiuui uiiu piubni.pfii^hb pnLif nthfi qpni.pfn.h ljuuinhbpljh b. 

<uijbpih' «a>. mponsb nN hi- u.pfR8U.*ub u.pu.ru.s pu.papu.*bU,unN ;h?;u.su.Mb^, 1829 f>*. 

^fH.^U.'b'bbU U.S^U.aSU.'U b»l, ITRb-PU.'V ‘nm.nU8U,‘U>« irbnu^fi Ifbhuipnhiulfuih ifiuunLif ^Uip- 
pnuifi lu^ ntufi ifaui hl^iupfp iuhnt.iuh ul^gphiuuiiunJl ph bh <C. H.> {JJ iniuhfiupuL. X/b^ifn piqnif)x bplp- 
pnpq bpbufih igiuuil^b pnLtub ^ IXput ptum n, npfi mtul^ ubqiuh fi ifpiuj qfihnt. l^ni.^^iuj, bplf^nL. 

quitjup, qjuhiul^, igiuiniun.uigiuq b. qqiup Ubquihfi Aiup l^nqifntif igiuuiljb pnL.uiir bh IT ntpiugfi b. 
Bnif^iuhh^ufi qfnf lugiuhrpulfhb pp Aiuutul^nif, fiulf^ lu^fig ITiuinif^jfi b. igiu m l^b ph b p p 

1.^—pq q. n-nLutul^tuh qphntnphbpfi ^luif luqqbutnnifx ftnj^np qfiif tugiuhqiulfhbpfi ifoin qpnLiub bh 
hptuhg luhni-hhbpp (puinfihiuuiiun^x 


ITbqiuf^p ini.pii.iub ^ ppnhqfig {if fi giuhfi opfihiulf), int-iuib., Jiuifibpp jiujhnt.pfit.hp 113 tf if , 
ptupipnt.pfit.hp 93 ififx itjljtup Pfit. 3 ) 


B fipuuituljnt.pbiuh lupi-iuhfi fipnqnt.pfit.h np ut ja if bqiu jp lunju^phh hnt.fi pntjub 3>- ^lup— 

pnuiph Hpiupiuinfi qtuqtuPp put pipiuhiu jnt. lurtfiPnifx tfbpjfijbhg, np jfijbiuj luppuuupif pfi Ijiuq— 
tf utljb pujtf tuh htuptuibn.hnqpf qbljiuifiupp b. qnpbnt-hbiuj if luuhiuljfigp 3>- ^tuppntnh ^p, ftulj hf- 
U^nifbiuhp nq^ pif pfi 4nqfih b. lupputuipifpfi nu uibqji phiuljjnt.pbiuh ^bm Ijiuitj umbqbnq if fi upu j— 
bum. iuhihiuLJipni.pfit.hx 

Ifbhg ibiuiL. bhg lujh if uigfig hubif lughb jnt pbljnuq b. ^nqJtnpiuljiuhfi gtubp utuut ft&tuh nthb gnq 
{nph lujh ifiutf iuhtuljnt.iuj iun.nLjfntf utpq^h uppiuhg ^p) fy- ffginifbiuh fi qbpp U,piupiuui put pi— 
ptuhtujnt. qnpbnuif, lujhnLuiifbhiujhfit., qfiuiiuljiuh {b. nj^ if fiiujh qfiinhiuijiuh) qpiuljiuhnt.pbiuh if 
if pniuujf^u qb piuqhtuAiuuiLJiLjf Ijp hptu qbpp, giuLOg, ifb piuqpb jmf hptuh tuiLtufhiujfih b. qnpbhiuljiuh 
hjuihiuljnt.pfit^x bt. luljtuif ut j b ptjpn pqiuljtuh i^p qjun.hnt.if 3>pf'qpf'p ^luppnuifi qbppx <f>iuuuiapfih, 
B' X/bjifnjnqniffi if bqiujp hutb. lunjuf^fih if b qtu jut j fth jnLpupituhh ^ hntfipnuiub 3>- ^luppnuifihx 


t^hjuj^u luuiugfihg, ifbqiujfi lUiLiuf^fih bpbufih ujiuuiljb pututb bh 3)- ^luppnuifi b. hi' Bpnifhiuhfi 
qfnf luhljiu phb p p qpbpij ^luhqfiujiuAiu jbiugx IfbqiujJi ^bqfihiuljp umbqbbj ^ bpljnt. if bbnt.p fit-hhb p fi 
fihghntpnjh tf tuh piugiuhqiuljhb p, npnhg (/• \ib Jifn jnqmfp hb pljtujutgpb j ^ fippb. if fiiuuhni.p fiL.hx 
Bjuujfiunif, if bqut jtuqn pb p fihjuj^u fif~ Bpuifbiuhp lujhuj^u ^j 3)’ ^uippnuifi qn pbnt-h^nLp fiuh p 
Ijn3ujnqfigfinh jutbuttf mf phqqbm.iub hb pljtu jtug pb j ^ ^luif utqop if fiiuAuitjuuiu pni.pbiu3 px (J- \jbj— 
ifnjnqnifp lujh 3bqiu jiuqnpbhbp fig npp hpptuhljiuui qqntif ^ qiupiujjpf^iuhhbpfi jnt.hjpx "(jb pljtu— 

jiugnt-iub qnpb fijpb pp jfipiutfi qfiuintp fit.h nt ifjuiljnjPfi hbpljuijuignLgfijhbp bhx ^tu3b3 tuinuiput p 
puipip nJijJi^fi tfpuij, piuLUiljiuh pnjnp qfnf tuqbb pp if uth punf utuhb pntf ut pmut jut jinni.3 bh fiLpui— 
giuhjJiLp uth^ut m ut ljuth uitLiuhihut juiuiIjulP fit-hhb p px (J. \/b Jtfn jnqmfp Ijb p ujut ph b p fih Autqnpqbj ^ 
piupnup ftt-h, npnhg Aut jbut gghb p p b. if ut p qljut j fth lun-iug fihnt.fS’ ftt.hhb pmf jutqbgnLUtb hbpghuij— 
fuutp^p ^hut putun pntf} fith bh iniujfiu hputhg hb pljutjutghb j fippb. qiuuiuljuih if uth piuguihquitj Ijbp— 
m pLutb gh b px \fputhg ntifbq Ijunf g nthbgnq ifuipqfilj bh, npnhg iqinntJ bh fiputqnpbbj b. ^utuhb j 
fipbhg hujiuuiiuljfihx fj. X/b Jifn jnqmfp if Ijlj uthqunf b.u luujiugnLgbg, np hut qfnf utguthqutljhb pfi 
piugiujiu junt uth fun put puiifiiuh g Jt^ljhuipuih ^x bpljpnpq bpbuft IjnJ ujnqjig fnuh luJpnqf^niffih hni.fi p— 
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U>u|ii^ubuj^ 


Liu& ^ U.puiputut^'h' hptu ijib^bpffu muiinlib pnLuib ^ ubtpu^M^ npft i[pmj tf.fi'iinL uiutfjnphbp, if.iuLjiip, 
r^tu^uil^^ li^iu in tju p ui p tu Zl t^f^tu p Ubt^m^^ ^uj jv b- l^n tj^tT n l.iT li^mutl^b pnt.iub bb uijii ^npu 

tuhJi'btuuipni.p fit-hlib pp, npnhp injhm^u 1829 U biumbif pb p ft 27-ph puipApujgbf^ bh U,p tu p m ut jw 

giugui^px uptubp b'u UJinn.fl g-fiLJjJt phmli[tfhbp U nupinq. ftlognubiuhp L Bnif^in^hl^u Ujilmgbiuh p, 
41-///J btf.bpbiu'U iinppinjlih gfihni-nphbp U.i^.pu^j Sfgn pntlb'Ulinij L Uuuntf^j Qtu [^uiuihnilpt 

U'bq.iUi^utg.npbp ni.uni.if^uiul,pb ^ ^ IQ-pq. if.- tunju^fAi iniu putghb p p, uuiliiuj'b hpushp "Ubplpu- 

^tugnLutb bh n^ tffitnjh €inLuiu1iliut p^inlfiuii'i &^gptnni.pbutif p, luj^ a fubtf mm flip C%g^miint.p Ifnif - 
ufniiJigfimh pmpbl{mtfai.pbmh, i/mbpifni.f}bmh if f^hninpmmf jmgbgni.mb ifinppmbmi.m jnu^mpAmh ^ 

UmuiUfiapuL. 'bbfifnpttfjiifp Jbgmpujft^ mpnt-bummf gpmgunmt ^ 1973 pnLjnlim^ fig, J muhmligb 

^ pmgifmPfiL gni.gm4miig^uhbpfi, "ub plim jmghb [^nif ^fiJliml^m^ni-if gfiit mpmligmlf^m ^fi^ ilbgm^bpx 
ifhpp pVbmplini.ng itbgminif hm ^fiifiiniffih JbpAbgmt. ^mjlimlimh Jb^m^m^fih mpnijiumfih, ifumm- 
^nL^fiLii %bp 2 ^fb^nif, np hm mnjuf^fitimjni.J Lu lip umbgirfi "Unp itbgm^bp %ni.fipni.mb ^mjbpfih, 
Z,m jmummh fiht 

QQ-mtimb pnLjtilimbhbpfi uiigphbpfig uliumir U nifbmmlimh Z,m jmummbnL.it ^fiJbniJi g fib if pgm- 
bmljbbp, npnbp nL.gbliguii.it bb bmL itbijju jbbpnift ’Upmbgfig mnmi^fibp fi'. fi'npmit mbbmbfi mbnumb 

it pgmbmlfb f;p (1962 f^-h 


^UU4 V fibfiumpbbpfi Unifbmfi 1964 ff- <pbmpnLjupfi 28- fi npnptmJp umAitmbni.bg fyl- Upmf- 
bmbfi mbnuub itbgmp npnif uimpglLmmpni.it ^ l^nuimLnpnL^bmb U fibftumpnu^fiLbp pmgitm- 

ifmummli nimnLgfi^bpfib L it mblimifm pJmljmb gfimnu^brnb ifmummlimjmm gnpb fij^b pfibi 


Wbgmifi mnm^fib bpbufib mmmlib pnumb ^ fu- Upnifbmbfi gfiJmpmbgmlip, Ijfiumfl^p 'tklH.t' 
i.mfu, ljpb.^fib ubgitmb ‘Vjlu|UU12lUl[fl1\ Upmpmmb 'bbppLft itmunuit btppnif nL.bft 

gpnL^fiLb <h]ui^uiinm.(i U,pni(^juili> L gmtftbnL &fiLgt bplfpnpg bpbufib ujumljfi J^^mb^nLit gpuL- 
Pfn-V <Z,UUZ, T'Ulpngt'^ It iTiu1j^uiij^uni«liul|iu1U i^|iuiraLPjui1ip if uitnni.guib 8um.uijiu.Pjnu^libp{i Aiuifiiip»i 


Wb-gmiJi Abgjfibmlfb ^ bljmpfif^ U^nm W m it mf^mbb mb pt 

t^bplfib mmpfibbpfib nLitbgmgbj ^ AbmmppppnLf} fiL.bp Amjljmljmb itbgmjbbpfi blfmmitmitpx 
Smppbp b pljpbbpfi, jmmljmm^u gpmJ mgfLmmljmb igm ppb pmljmbbb pnuit Jmit mbmlj mn. ihmit mbmlj 
migmgpLnut bb jognLmbbbp Amjljm^mb itbqmfbb^fi ifbpmpbpbmp dmuop mupugpLJiLit bb bmL mb— 
Abpbp AmgnpnnLjfbbp, npnbgfig tfil{fi it mu fib IjnLgJ^fibp fuoubp pmbfi np limigunLit ^ Uputpmmft 
Abmx 1984 [}• Flaschenpost {fifiL 66, 8) mJumgpnuJ migmgpnLbj ^ U fiLjjb p-/hijfumnLfi 

AmgnpgnL.it p bnLfipnLmb 1826-1828 iLnLU-ufmpulfmlfmb igmmbpmgif ULif UnLJimlfmb JjmjupnL- 

pbmb jmgPmbmlifi miL^fiL pngmplinLmb itbgmjfi ifbpmpbpbmp Ubgmjfi mnm^fib bpbufib ujmm- 
Ijb pnuub ^ Up>“ip‘*“*ip X/njmb mmigmbnif gmgmPfibx fjplfp'fpg bpbufib bnjbig^u ifin pmgpnuub ^ 
Upmpmmp U'uuumljmb IjmjupnLpbmb gpajnif gmgmPfibx X/bppLfi itmunLit igmmljb pnumif ^ fjpb— 
Lmbfi Amit m jbmigmmljb ppx U bijmfp Pngiuplptubj ^ nuljnLg, mpbmPfig L ppnbgfig 1828 P~x Ufij^bmj 
itbgmjp it fi pmb fi mbgmit Apmmm pmljnLb j ^ uijumir 1849 P'X ^bp^fib mbgmif 1975 P- it b p 
IpigJfi^, npp «4- O' fit-jjbp-fh^JpmnLb fji Ifmpgmgbp 'bm nLunLttbmu fipb piif Jbgmjfi Ijnit ujugfig finb 
igmmljb pbb p p bljbj ^ upmj bgpmljmgnLpbmb, np mjb pngm pljnLb j ^ 1829 p~ 3>- ^lui ppnm fi 
Upmpmm pmpipmbm piL mn.p fiux 

Uju ifbgm/p Abmm^pppm^mb ^ nf^ itfimjb npig^u itbgmpujfib mpniJjumfi jnLjmpAmb, mjj bmL 
Pngmpljitmb mnfiPnifx f*bf^igJ^u jmjmbfi 1826-1828 P P' n-nuu-igm puljmljmb igmmb pmgit fi Ab- 
mLmbpnif UpLbjbmb ^mjmummbp itmmu ff'nLumljmb Ijmjupnupbmb Ijmgitfi J^^x U,ju itbgmjp 
mnmfjibb npft ifpmj igmmljbpnLbj ^ Upmpmmp L fjpLmbfi Amit m jbmigmmljb ppx Ujbig^u np, mjb 
n^ iffimjb ijmig ptLb fi Upuipmm pmpipmbmjnu Abm L 3)' Tjmppnmfi, AbmLmpmp L fu- Upnifbmbfi 
Abm bn jbig^ux 

ht- Upi^ifbmbfi bnLfi pnLmb itbgmjbbpp fibpg^u mbumbp pmbmljnif pum pjbx Snuunif bbp, np 
Amj itbgmjmgnpbbbpp mn.m^filjmjnLit Lu Ijp umbgbbb itbgmjmjfib mpniJlumfi jnLjm pimbbb p, 
npnbp Ijpbggplfhb it bb l^nLumLnp^ gn pbuiJil^nup fiuU p mit png^niffib L l^p gmunubb npig^u itbb 
mnniJiumfi umbnbmtfjtnbnLP fiL.bbb px 

^blPh UUPWbUl 

bpLmb 


^^bbpfi Umpgubmb, cThe Armenian Theme in Russian Medallic Art>, UejuunnnipimCChp AiujuiuiiiuiCh 
‘'luamJnipjiuC ‘rlhlnull^ul(l l^uiCq.iupuiC|i, Ammnp VI (1975), 114-142 (n.nLubp^bnif)i 
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METALLIC MONUMENTS HONORING KHACHATUR ABOVIAN 

[Summary] 

The first plaque dedicated to Kh. Abovian* was created by Andreas Ter-Maroukian, 
in 1912, in France. On the obverse the writer is pictured facing slightly to the left. At the 
bottom is an inscription "b- U.PfW,bU.\» " (Kh. Abovian) and at the top "1803-1848. To the 
right side of the portrait is written "A Ter-Maroukian, 1912, Paris." The plaque is made 
of bronze with dimensions of 56x80 mm. The image of Abovian is executed in high re- 
lief; the sculptor has created a sensitive portrait of the great thinker at a young age. 

Ter-Maroukian is also the author of a miniature sculpture which can be named Kh. 
Abovian instructor-pedagogue." The sculpture depicts a young Abovian, in front of vil- 
lagers, seated on a box, with an open book in his hands. In the middle are a water um 
and two plates. The top of this miniature sculpture is semicircular; at the bottom is an 
inscription in Armenian 'To Mr. Shlrvanzade from the author, Dpkhlz, 22.5.1911. On 
his 30th anniversary year." The miniature sculpture is made of gypsum; the length is 
29 cm, and the height is 28 cm. (Fig. 1) 

During the past three decades many Armenian medals have been issued by the 
Mekhitarist Congregation in Venice. One of the early medals is dedicated to Kh. Abo- 
vian. The medal is issued in white alloy, gold plated, and a small quantity in silver. 
On the obverse the words ")uui^uiuinL.(i ILpm^butii" (Khachatur Abovian) are engraved; below 
is the date of issue "1969." The reverse portrays another Armenian writer 
(Raffi). Later issues of Abovian's medal display other reverse designs. 

In 1984, in observance of 175th year of birth of Kh. Abovian, a medal was issued in 
Yerevan. Abovian's portrait is on the obverse, facing slightly to the left. The reverse has 
an inscription in Armenian and Russian "IfflACHATUR ABOVIAN, EREVAN, 1984." 
"175" is inscribed at the right side within a circle. The author is R. Julakian. The 
medal is made of bronze, with a diameter of 60 mm. (Fig. 2) 

In the Estonian city of Tartu, in 1987, Stanislav Nechvolodov, created a medal im- 
mortalizing the ascent of Mt. Ararat by FViedrich Parrot and Khachatur Abovian. On 
the obverse are the portraits of F. Parrot and Kh. Abovian. In the open field is an inscrip- 
tion in Estonian and Armenian, "To the memory of F. Parrot and Kh. Abovian climb- 
ing Ararat, 1829, Hovhannes Ayvazian and Murad Poghosian." On F. Parrot's right 
shoulder are the initials of the artist, CH (Stanislav Nechvolodov). The reverse depicts 
Mt. Ararat, on a table a bottle-gourd of wine, a bottle, two cups, a knife, a fork, and a 
spoon. Four persons are pictured, to the left and right side of the table, who also climbed 
Mt. Ararat on 21 September 1829: Murad Boghosian and Hovh^nes Ayvazian, residents 
of Akori village, and Alexei Zdorovenko and Madvei Chalbanov, Russian soldiers 
dressed in 19th century military uniforms. The display is not only presented with photo- 
graphic accuracy, but also in schematic details. The medal is a miniature monument 
whose composition conveys friendship and comraderie. The medal is cast in bronze, one 
copy, oval shaped, 113 mm length, 93 mm height. (Fig. 3) 

In 1964, the council of Ministers of the Armenian SSR authorized an award medal 
with the picture of Kh. Abovian. The obverse displays the portrait of Abovian, facing 
slightly to the left, and his book, "Nakhashavigh" (Forerxinner), pressed to his chest. 
The inscription on the edge reads "h]uj^uimni.(i (Khachatur Abovian) with a lau- 

rel wreath. On the reverse, an Armenian inscription appears within a laurel wreath, 
"For services rendered to the ASSR School and pedagogical science." 

HENRY V. SARKISSIAN 


* Kh. Abovian (1803-1848): Armenian writer, pedagogue, illuminator, and the founder of modern Eastern 
Armenian literature and intelligentsia. He disappeared in mysterious circumstances. Dr. Friedrich Parrot, in 
his book. Journey to Ararat, New York: 1846, pp. 125-126, provides a description of Kh. Abovian's. Parrot 
speaks glowingly of Abovian's character, his thirst for knowledge, and his skill with languages. 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


(Continued from page 70) 

Chicago are described: Artaxlas I silver medal (1983), Karekln n silver medal (1990), 
Artaxlas I aluminum game tokens (1980) issued in various denominations (Fifty cents. 


19 SARYAN, Levon A. Achieving Independence: A Lesson from Armenian History, by 
Levon A. Saryan. Armenian Weekly, Vol. LXn (4 July 1992), No. 27 (29558), pp. 2, 16. 
Saryan reviews the history of King Levon I of Clllcian Armenia (1187-1219), analyzes 
the problems facing King Levon and how he took concrete means to Improve economic 
conditions, noting that King Levon Issued coins with high silver fineness which were 
■ widely accepted as a means of exchange for domestic and international transactions; 

then the author compares Armenia's present needs under the leadership of President 
• Levon Ter Petrosian. YTN 

Utupbut'ii li[t ^blbkb'^i Ut-i-nh u PiutfjULnpph ( 1187 - 1219 ) ufuiutif ni.ppi.lip, tl^bpni.ir^ 


20 SARYAN, Levon A. A Rare Armenian Takvorin of Levon IV (1320-1342), by L. A. 

Saryan, PCNS Journal (April 1992), No. 31, pp. 16-19, illus. 

Saryan describes the discovery of a unique takvorin of King Levon IV (1320-1342) where 
the lion walks left Instead of right, found in a parcel of ancient and medieval Armenian 
coins. He discusses the significance of this coin and speculates on the direction of the 
lion on medieval Armenian coins. For this article, Saryan was awarded the Pacific 
Coast Numismatic Society 'Third Place- 1992" literary award, YTN 


joij.ni.usb p% Asuifusp, IJ lu pbiuls ujus p sjb.us m p n t^sub ^ Pacific Coast Numismatic Society-^ 

llj p pn pij usutn p&usls—lQ9iy sjpsuljusb if pgiulstul^pt 

21 STERNBERG, Frank. Auktion XXV; Antike Munzew Griechen — Romer, 
Byzanttnische Munzen und Bleisegel, Renaissance MedaUlen, Geschnittene Steine 
und Schmuck der Antike, Antike Bronzen — Figuren und Objekte Gold- und 
Silbermunzen 14. - 20 Jh. Numismatische Literatur: Antike bis Neuzeit Zurich: 
Frank Sternberg AG, 25 and 26 November 1991, pp. 71-72, pis. XXVI-XXVII, Nos. 504, 
505, and 507. In German. 

Byzantine lead seals are catalogued. Three of them are given to the following 

Armenians: Gagik of Anl (Bagratld King Gagik n), issued in Cappadocia, ca. 1068-1073 

(34/30 mm): Philartos Vrakhamios, ca. 1081-1086 (28/26 mm): Georglos (25/20 mm). 

Greek legends are published. YTN 


<,usjl 


One dollar. Five dollars). Legends and metrological data are published. YTN 


YTN 
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*1,11 Ujp 1. ITiuiipu^iu^rj^ujli' hjiuJ^ujinm-p U.pnij^buj’Uf^ tj_ujuin[mjpujl^-ifuj^l^ijji|^ujp<f (l^1r^gplJJg^l.uJ^») 




\fl|Uip 2- hjiu^ujuini-p U,pni|^buiYi|i ^Yi^r^bm*ij 175— ujifbiumi iTbi|.ui|^ 



\/^ujp 3> Ifbi^uij^ ^wii.^piii-ujb 9)- *1)uippnui|i L. hi* lLpn>|^builj|i ILpuipuiui piupApuiliiu|^nL. jji^^uiinujmilj (i^n^puigni.iub) 


^b^p|i Uuipi^ubiu^, Ubt|.tu|^ujj|i^ jni-^ujp3iujYi^bp hjui^uiuira.p U,pm|^buj^|i uiu|^uiuil|^bpni|^ 
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Veteran numismatic scholar Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian was the first to catalogue the silver takvorins 
of Levon III of Cilician Armenia (1301-1307) in his comprehensive sun/ey of the coinage and as- 
sociated history of the barons and kings of Cilician Armenia.^ Bedoukian's 1962 corpus lists 210 
pieces of several varieties and forms the basis for subsequent classifications. 

Over the past three years, several hundred takvorins of Levon III have appeared on the numis- 
matic market. Information reaching this writer indicates that these may have originated fixDm a sin- 
gle large hoard of 700 coins recently discovered in the Middle East. The coins were apparently 
cleaned and divided into smaller parcels for easier dispersal. Three separate parcels, numbering in 
all over 300 coins, were recently classified and published in two articles appearing in Armenian 
Numismatic Journal? 

This writer recently acquired 38 additional Levon III takvorins; most or all probably derive from the 
same “hoard." These coins fall into two separate groups: 28 cleaned takvorins (remainders of a 
dealer's parcel of 61 pieces) that share several characteristics of the "hoard" coins (Table I, num- 
bers 361-388); and 10 miscellaneous pieces gathered from various dealers over the past three 
years (numbers 391-400). Several of the latter appear to have been selected on the basis of su- 
perb preservation and/or unusual style. 

TTiese new pieces are classified. in Table I following the method used- by Saryan and Hajinian.^ 
Bedoukian corpus numbers are assigned to each coin, and obverse/reverse designs are corre- 
lated to diagrams made by Nercessian. Some coins could be classified only by careful comparison 
to better preserved examples. Die numbers correlate to those used by Saryan and Hajinian with 
the addition of new numbers as required. At the end of the table, some minor corrections and ad- 
ditions to Saryan and Hajinian's previous catalogue are noted. 

From a metrological arid stylistic standpoint, these coins are very similar to those reported previ- 
ously. The mean weight of the 38 pieces described here is 2.47 grams with 5.79% coefficient of 
variation. The distribution of types is heavily weighted toward obverses 1 and 3 and reverse A. 

Table I. Catalogue of Levon III takvorins 


No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

t 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

•Rbbn'u fd*uq.ubnp 4.U8na 
361 1734 -tCh'ubUl h 

-RUau-ft'u UhU t 

1c 

B2 

2.37 

01 

22 

362 

1736a 

-KOh'libU.l h 

-ftUT.U-R'u IhU 

la 

. A3 

2.66 

09 

■f6 

-atjbn'u i«>u9.ubnp ^.usna 
363 1741 +0h‘ubUL h 

-RUaU-ft'u UhU 

3b 

A2 

2.57 

15 

12 

364 

1741 

+0^.13^ h 

-RUaU-R'u UhU 

3b 

A2 

2.39 

15 

12 

365 

1742 

-rChlibUl h 

•ftuau-ftii ihu 

3a 

A2 

2.54 

17 

34 

366 

1742 

+0h‘libUL h 

-Ruau-ft'u IhU 

3a 

A2 

2.42 

17 

36 

367 

1742 

+Ch‘ubUL h 

-ftuau-ftii ihu 

3b 

A3 

2.48 

15 

16 

368 

1743 

+Ch‘ubUL h 

-RUaU-RYi Uh 

3a 

A12 

2.39 

21 

98 

369 

1744V 

+Ch‘ubUL h 

-Ruau-ft'u B 

3a 

A2 

2.40 

17 

18 

370 

1745 

-fCh'ubUl h 

-ftuau-ftij u 

3a 

A8 

2.15 

21 

60 

371 

1745 

-HCh'ubUl p 

-ftUO.U-R'u U 

3a 

A8 

2.48 

21 

60 

372 

1745 

-KJh'ubUL h 


3a 

A8 

2.51 

21 

60 


^ Paul Z Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1 962), pp. 336-347. 

2 Y. T. Nercessian, "A Hoard of Levon III Takvorins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, series I, Vol. XVIII 
(March 1992), No. 1, pp. 3-14; L. A. Saryan and C. A. Hajinian, "Another Hoard of Levon III Takvorins," 
Armenian Numismatic Journal, series I, Vol. XVIII (March 1992), No. 1, pp. 15-24. 

^ L. A. Saryan and C. A. Hajinian, op. cit. 
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Levon A. Saryan 


No Bed No Reverse Legend 

ff 

t 

Wt 

Obv/Rev Die 

HUbn'u ^(^uq.u^np ^.usne (continued) 
373 1745 ■tCh'uPUL h -ftUaU-R'u U 

3a 

A8 

2.52 

21 

60 

374 1 745 +0h'ubUL h >RUaU>ft‘u U 

3a 

A8 

2.54 

21 

60 

375 1 745 ■fOh'ubUl h -RUaU-R'u U 

3a 

A8 

2.61 

21 

60 

Ht3^n‘u fa'uq.UNT ^uana 

376 1 758 +0h‘utfUL h >RUaU.-R‘u IhU 

1b 

A7 

2.57 - 

29 

72 

377 1759a +Ch‘ut?UL h q.uauq.'u Ih 

1b 

A2 

2.60' 

29— 

76 

^3•u9.u^^p 4-u3n8 

378 1760a 4Ch‘uPUl h •ftUT,U-R‘u U 

1b 

A2 

2.53 

31 

34 

379 1760aV -tChliPUL h -RUaU-Rlj IhU 

1b 

A7 

2.40 

31 

122 

-ap^n‘u fi)•uq.u^^^ ausd' 

380 1777a +eh‘ubUL h q.uauq.'u IhU 

1c 

A7 

2.43 

67 

94 

381 1778 4Ch‘ubUL h <RUT,U-ft‘u Ub 

1c 

A2 

2.68 

47 

40 

382 1 778 +Ch*ubUL h -ftUaU’R'u Uh 

1b 

A12 

2.58 

45 

98 

383 1778a -KJhljbUl h -RUaU-RXi lb 

1c 

A7 

2.39 

47 

48 

384 1778a -fCh'ubUL h «RUaU*R‘u lb 

1c 

A9 

2.56 

47 

50 

-fibbiTu o*uq.ubrr 4us' 

385 ' 1 793 -HSbljbUL b <RUaU-ft‘u IbU 

1c 

A7 

2.49 

55 

122 

386 1793a +Cb‘lil7Ul b -RUaU-R'u Ub 

1c 

A7 

2.37 

55 

74 

387 1 795 +Cb‘utfUL b ■RUT.U-ft'u U 

1c 

A7 

2.56 

55 

54 

-abbOli Id-Uq-Ubfr 4U3 

388 1 798 +Cb‘ubUL b q.Uauq.'u Ub 

3a 

A7 

2.57 

61 

74 

HUbni. o-uq-ubfip 4U3na 

391 1734 +Qb‘ubUL b >RUaU-ft*u UbU t 

1c 

A6 

2.45 

01 

24 

392 1741 +Cb‘obUL b >RUaU-R‘u UbU 

2c 

A2 

2.47 

19 

124 

393 1741 +Cb‘ubUL b •ftUaU-ft'u UbU 

3b 

A2 

2.35 

15 

126 

+Lbbn*u fd-uq-UbOP 4U3n8' 

394 1745V 4bb\it;UL b -ftuau>ft‘u U 

2b 

A8 

2.42 

27 

60 

-abbO'u O-Uq-UbOP 4U3n8 

395 1758 +Cb‘ubUL b -ftUaU-R'u IbU 

1b 

A7 

2.45 

29 

72 

396 1758 +eb‘ubUl b IbU 

1b 

A7 

2.53 

29 

72 

HUbnii ia*uq.Ubfr 4U3n® (Obverse /u =*u and b 
397 1776V +0b‘ijbUL b -RUaU-ftli IbU 

ligature) 

4c B6 

1.90 

43 

128 

■Rbbrru i^uq-ubfr 4U3n' 

398 1778 +Qb\jbUL b 'RUaU'R'u IbU 

1c 

A7 

2.47 

47 

130 

-abbfTu O'Uq.UbPP 4U3' 

399 1796a -KJb'ubUL >ftUq,U>R\i UbU 

4c 

B3 

2.72 

59 

132 

HbbD'u ((>Uq.UbnP 4U 

400 1803a -KJb'uUL b q.uauq.'u 

5bV 

CIV 

2.52 

69 

134 


CORRECTIONS and ADDITIONS to Sarvan and Hajinian. Table I 
21 7S reverse is A6 

220H type is 1741, reverse inscription reads 0^‘ul5U.l ^ 'RUT,U.>A‘u UMJ 

280S, 281 S, 282S, ^RUaU-ftli 

297S 1777a q-Uauq-ii 

306S reverse is U^ , type is 1 778 

reverse die 30 appears to be a later state of die 32 

reverse die 54 exists in clashed and unclashed die state 

early and later states of die 16 are apparent 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
8511 Beverly Park Place 
Pico Rivera, California 90660-1920, U.S.A. 


PUBLICATION TITLE 


PRICE 


Ariuenicin Coin Hoards, by Paul Z. Bedoukian. Los Angoles: Armonian 
Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 5, 1987, 64 pp., 6 pis., 

inclusive, card covers • 

Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature, by Y. T. Nercessian. 
Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 3, 

1984, 729 pp., casebound 

Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams, by Y. T. Nercessian. 
Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 2, 

1983, 36 pp., 12 pis., card covers 

Bank Notes of Armenia, by Y. T. Nercessian. Los Angeles: Armenian 
Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No. 6, 1988, 224 pp., 192 pis., 

casebound 

Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene, by Paul Z. 
Bedoukian. Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic Society, Special 

Publication, No. 4, 1985, 37 pp., 2 pis., card covers 

Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia, by Paul Z. Bedoukian. London: Royal 
Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No 10, 1978, 82 pp., 6 pis., 

casebound 

Coinage of Cilician Armenia, by Paul Z. Bedoukian. Revised edition, 

Danbury, Connecticut: 1979, xxxie and 494 pp., 12 pis., casebound 

A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad 
Coins, by Paul Z. Bedoukian. Los Angeles: Armenian Numismatic 

Society, Special Publication, No. 7, 1991, 30 pp., 2 pis., card covers 

Selected Numismatic Studies of Paul Z. Bedoukian, Los Angeles: Armenian 
Numismatic Society, Special Publication, No 1, 1981, 570 pp., 72 pis. 

inclusive, casebound 

Essays on Armenian Numismatics in Memory of Father Clement Sibilian on 
the Centennial of His Death (the Sibilian volume), Armenian 
Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978, published in 1980), 167 pp., 

XXI pis., card covers 

Studies in Honor of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian (the Bedoukian volume), Arme- 
nian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. XV (1989), 192 pp., illus., card 
covers 


$008.00 

50.00 
06.75 

30.00 

06.00 

25.00 

35.00 

05.50 

35.00 

30.00 
30.00 


Member 

PRICE 

$006.50 

39.50 
05.25 

24.50 
04.80 

21.00 

29.50 

04.50 

29.50 

24.50 
24.50 


Armenian Numismatic Journal 

"Volume 1 04.00 

"Volumes II, III each volume 08.00 

"Volume IV, the Sibilian volume 30.00 

"Volumes V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV each volume 08.00 

"Volume XV, the Bedoukian volume 30.00 

"Volumes X^, XVII each volume 08.00 

"Volumes XVIII each volume 10.00 

"Volumes I-V (1975-1979), cloth bound (one month bindery time) 82.50 

"Volumes VI -X (1980-1984), cloth bormd (one month bindery time) 62.50 


"Volumes XI -XV (1985-1989), cloth bound (one month bindery time) 85.00 


03.25 

06.50 

24.50 

06.50 

24.50 

06.50 
08,00 

65.00 

50.00 

68.00 


1993 


California residents please add 8.25% sales tax 


Shipping extra 
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Annual Subscription: $3.00, Air Mail: $5.00 Circulation: 1 ,000 

All coins are guaranteed to be genuine. Orders must be accompanied by a full remittance. Prices are net and 
postage, packing, and insurance are extra. Add $2.50 per order, and also add 300 per coin or bank note, and 
$1.50 per book. For insurance and additional information see the paragraph below. Excess amounts shaH be 
refunded. Foreign orders add $5.00 extra per order for registration on coins or notes. U.S. Postal Service does 
not insure or register books to many foreign countries; therefore, the books can be shipped without financi^ 
coverage unless the buyer is willing to pay parcel post or first class mail expenses. California residents please ^d 
the appropriate sales tax. Alternate want lists are welcomed. All prices are in USA DOLLARS AND SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. Coins or paper notes found unsatisfactory can be returned within seven calendar 
days for full refund. Books are sold and not sent on approval; all sales are final and unauthorized returns are not 
permit ed. This fixed price list supersedes all previous catalogues. Make checks payable to Y. T. Nercessian. 

Grading standards and abbreviations . ^ 

UNC=Uncirculated (b/n), FDC=Fleur de Coin, EF=Extra Rne, VF=Very Fine, F=Fine, VG=Very Good, G=Good, 
P=Poor (b/n), f=Fair; r.=Right, l.=Left, +=Slightly better, -=Nearly as good, AV = Gold, AR = Silver, AE=Bronze or 
base metal. AE29=Bronze or base metal coin with 29 mm diameter, /=Separates the obverse from the reverse. 


Standard works of reference used 

Bed=Bedoukian, P. Z. Coinage of Cilician Armenia, revised edition, 1979; BA=Bedoukian, P. Z. Coinage of the 
Artaxiads of Armenia, 1978; RA=Bedoukian, P. Z. Roman Coins and Medallions Relating to Armenia] 
BNA=Nercessian, Y. T. Bank Notes of Armenia] P=Pick, A. Catalogue of World Paper Money. 

Some general notes to Armenian coin and antiquity collectors 

• Late Cilician Armenian coins have a very shallow depth and are struck with mediocre workmanship. In cases 
searching for coins like VF+ or EF is rather frustrating not to say impossible. 

• Upon request, aluminum foil rubbings of coins will be submitted, please send a self addressed stamped 
envelope. 


Services available 

• Attribution 

• Cataloguing 

• Authentication 

• Coin photography (prints or slides) 

• Assist in location of coin or currency 

• Assist in formation of collections 

• Search service 


• Counsel Armenian coin collectors, museums, foundations, dealers, 

and corporations 

• Numismatic estate appraisal on individual pieces or on hourly basis 

• Act as your agent in the disposition of your collection in fixed price 

list or in an auction 

• Prepare an illustrated and attractive scholarly auction catalogue 

• Purchase your collection of Armenian coins or antiquity 


US Postal Service book rates and domestic insurance rates 

1stlb.=$1.05 $000-50=0.75 300-400=4.60 

2-6 lbs.=add 430 per lb. 050-1 00=1 .60 400-500=5.40 

7 lbs. and up=add 250 per ib. 1 00-200=2.40 500-600=6.20 

200-300=3.50 registration, 500-1000=6.25 


Note: For those of you who are new to our establishment, we would like to add that there is a 10% discount to 
the members of Armenian Numismatic Society on the purchase of numismatic books and archaeology and art 
books. We encourage you to join the Armenian Numismatic Society and take advantage of this discount program. 
If you are subscriber, you can convert subscription to membership very easily. If you plan to visit Southern 
California or Metropolitan Los Angeles, we would like to meet you. Contact us: 310/695-0380. 
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Tigranes II The Great (95-55 B.C.) 

001 . Silver, tetradrachm. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r., clean shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed tiara, 
edged with pearls. A broad diadem knotted at the back encircles the head and falls downward. Divided 
drapes cover the ear and the neck. The tiara is adorned with an eight-pointed star flanked by two eagles 
back to back and with heads turned to each other. Roral design to left and right of eagles. Rllet border. 
Rev.: Tyche of Antioch, draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated r. on rock, holding a palm branch in 
her r, hand; at her feet the upper portion of a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Orontes swimming 
r. Whole within laurel wreath. To r. downward BAXIAEOZ; I. downward TITPANOY. Reid marks. Silver, 

tetradrachm, type Bed 20 , -VF 1400.00 002. -, Type Bed 21, VFA/F+.... 1650.00 

003. “, Type Bed 19/17, VF 1 1 00.00 004. --, Type Bed 19, 5% off center, VF 0950.00 

005 ! -! Type Bed 19, double strike on king’s nose (reverse is very attractive), F+/VF.. 0475.00 

006. Type Bed 19, VF 1050.00 007. -, Type Bed 20, VF , 1025.00 

008. Silver, drachm. Similar to the above, but "King of kings" inscription. Bed type 64, VF 1 850.00 


Tigranes II copper coins 

009. Rev.: Tyche, type BA91, F 100.00 010. 

oil. Rev.: Tyche, type BA94, F 100.00 012. 

013. Rev.: Nike, type BA 114, F+ 125.00 014. 

015. Rev.: Nike, type BA 120, VG+/-F 060.00 016. 

017. Rev.: Vahagn, type BA 99, -VF 150.00 018. 


019. Rev.: Vahagn, type BA 100, F/-VF 125.00 020. 

021. Rev.: palm-branch, type BA 121 , VG+ 060.00 022. 

023. Rev.: comucopiae, type BA 106V, -V 050.00 


-Rev.: Tyche, type BA92, o/s F 100.00 

-Rev.: Tyche, type BA94 F+.. 125.00 

-Rev.: Nike, type BA 1 1 9 F+ 100.00 

-Rev.: Nike, type BA 120, -VG/-F 040.00 

-Rev.: Vahagn, type BA 99V F+ 150.00 

-Rev.: Vahagn, type BA 101,....F/-VF^ 125.00 

-Rev.: palm-branch, type BA 121, -F 60.00 


Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.) 

024. Copper coin. Obv.: Head of Tigranes r. Rev.: elephant left. BA 150, AE17 mm, 4.19 gm F 175.00 

COMMAGENE 

025. Antiochus IV (A.D. 38-82). Obv.: head of Antiochus right. Rev.: scorpion within laurel wreath. Type BMC p. 

106. No. 7, tetrachalcon, AE 26 mm, 16.38 gm VF 150.00 

026. -, similar to the above, AE 25 mm, 13.38 gm VF 150.00 

027. -, Obv. similar to the above, rev.: scorpion to right AE 22 mm, 6.41 gm VF 1 45.00 

028. Queen lotape, wife of Antiochus IV (A.D. 38-82). Obv.: head of lotape right. Rev.: scorpion within laurel 

wreath. Type BMC p. 109. No. 1 , tetrachalcon, AE 28 mm, 12.1 1 gm, F+/F 125.00 


CILiCIAN ARMENIAN COINS 


Levon I (1198-1219) 

029. Silver, half double tram. Obv.: king seated on throne ornamented with lions, wearing crown and royal mantle 
on his shoulders. He holds a cross with his right hand and fleur-de-lis in his left hand. His feet rest on a foot 
stool. Rev.: lion crowned, turned left, holding a cross with two bars. Bed 44, AR 23, 2.58 gm, -VF... 090.00 

-, Bed 44, AR 22, 2.73 gm, -VF 080.00 031 . -, Bed 49, AR21 , 2.63 gm, VF 090.00 

-, Bed62V, AR21,2.6gm, VF 080.00 

Silver coronation tram. Obv.: CChrist or the Virgin standng left and facing. King kneeling to left with a crown 
on his head. A dove descending from above. Rev.: long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 

Armenian inscription on both sides. Bed 102, AR21 mm, 2.96 gm, -VF 035.00 

Silver, regular tram. Obv. similar to the above. Rev.: long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 

Armenian inscription on both sides. Bed 129, AR22, 2.84 gm, VF 025.00 

Bed 222, AR21 , 2.79 gm, VF+ 030.00 

Bed 223, AR22, 2.85 gm, VF+ 030.00 

Bed 236, AR21, 2.95 gm, VF+ 030.00 

Bed 298, AR22, 2.95 gm, VF+ 035.00 

Bed 329, AR21, 2.87 gm, -VF 017.50 

Bed 456V, AR22, 2.93 gm, -VF/VF+ 025.00 
Bed 592, AR22, 2.88 gm, -VF 017.50 


030. 

032. 

033. 


034. 


035. 

037. 

039. 

041. 

043. 

045. 

047. 


-, Bed 310, AR22, 2.94 gm. 


035.00 

037. 

035.00 

038. 

020.00 

040. - 

030.00 

042. - 

020.00 

044. - 

025.00 

046. - 

030.00 

048. - 
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049° sTver, bilingual fram. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Obv.: king on horseback r., holding scepter with r 

I. field above the horse. Crescent in r. field above the horse. Circular Armenian legend. Rev.. Arabrc 

inscription in four lines, A.H. 639, Bed 808V, AR25, 2.89 gm, VF+ nvc; nn 

050. A.H. 640, Bed 814, AR 23, 2.92 gm u/o.uu 


051 . Silver coin, tram. Obv.; king on horseback to right, holding reins with left hand, and with right a cross with two 

bars extending over his right shoulder. Various field marks. Rev.; crowned lion walking left or right, wrth len 
paw raised; behind him a cross with one or two bars. Bed 1455, AR22, 2.62 gm, -VF 035.00 

052. Bed 1465V, AR21, 2.62 gm, VF 050.00 053. -, Bed 1515, AR20.5, 2.41 gm, -VF 040.00 

054 -, Bed 1516, AR21, 2.68 gm, F+ 035.00 055. Bed 1500V, struck in Ayas, F+ 060.00 

Hetoum II (1289-1305) ^ ^ nn 

056. Billon. Obv.; king’s head facing. Rev.; potent cross. Bed 1577aSim, AR15, 0.60 gm, VF 1 85.00 

Levon the Usurper (1363-1365) . . . . , ^ -j *u u- • 

057. Silver coin, takvorin. Obv.; king on horseback to right, holding the reins with his left hand, and with his nght 

hand a cross extending over his shoulder. Rev.; lion walking to right and facing right. A cross with single bar 
behind him. Armenian inscription on both sides. Bed 2133V, AR19, 2.38 gm, F+ 040.00 

058. ~, Bed 2146V, AR20, 2.24gm, F+ 040.00 059. -,Bed 2152V, AR20, 2.29 gm, F+ 040.00 

Levon IV (1320-1342) . . . .. . x. u .. uu u- • u* 

060. Silver coin, takvorin. Obv.; king on horseback to right, holding the reins wrth his left hand, and with his right 

hand a cross extending over his shoulder. Rev.; lion walking to right and facing right. A cross with single bar 
behind him. Armenian inscription on both sides. Bed 1951, AR20, 2.27 gm, -VF 030.00 

061. Bed 1966, AR24, 2.38 gm, -F 017.50 062. -,Bed 1970, AR20, 2.37 gm, F 020.00 


Levon V (1374-1375) 

063. Billon. Obv.; king's head facing. Rev.; potent cross. Bed 2237, AR15, 0.61 gm, VF. 


250.00 


Raymond Roupen of Antioch (1201-1222), grandson of Roupen II, the brother of King Levon I 

064. SIver, crusader type billons, Schlumberger Plate III, No. 9, 0.77 gm, VFA/F+ 065.00 

065. -, 0.79 gm, -VF 040.00 066. -, 0.43 gm, F 027.50 

COINS WHOLESALE 

067. Tigranes II (95-55 B.C.). 4 AE with following reverses; Tyche of Antioch seated right 2 coins, Vahagn 

standing left 1 coin, Nike advancing left 1 coin. Average grade about F or better, 4 pieces 200.00 

068. as above but 1 0 AE with following reverses; Tyche of Antioch seated right 4 coins, Vahagn standing left 3 

coins, Nike advancing left 3 coins. Average grade about F or better, 10 pieces 400.00 

069. as above but 50 AE with following reverses; Tyche 19 coins, Nike 14 coins, Heracles 14 coins, palm- 

branch 1 coin, cornucopias 1 coin. Average grade about F or better, range VG+ to VF. All catalogued and 
mounted in 2x2s. 50 coins 1375.00 

070. Similar to the above but 100 AE, includes Tyche 1, Heracles (Vahagn), palm-branch, cornucopias, and 

Nike. Average grade about F or better, range VG+ to VF. Some requires cleaning. 1 00 coins 2500.00 

071. Antiochus IV of Commagene IV (A.D. 38-72), 3 coppers, 2 scorpion and 1 Capricorn (VF), 1 his wife 

lotape, scorpion 1 copper (F+/F). 4 pieces 495.00 

072. Levon I (1196-1219), four silver half double trams (-VF to VF), 4 pieces 250.00 

073. Levon I, regular silver trams (F to VF), 10 pieces 097.50 

074. as above but 20 trams (F to VF) 1 80.00 

075. as above but 50 trams (F to VF) 412.50 

076. as above but 100 trams (F to VF) 750.00 

077. Raymond Roupen of Antioch (1201-1222), silver billons (average, -F to VF), 3 pieces 1 1 5.00 

078. as above (average, -F to VF), 6 pieces 200.00 

079. Levon II (1270-1288), silver trams struck in Sis (-VF), 5 pieces 150.00 

080. above plus a tram struck in Ayas, 6 trams (F to VF) 200.00 

081 . Levon IV (1320-1342), silver takvorins (average, VG+ to -F), 5 pieces 070.00 

082. as above but 10 trams, silver takvorins (average, VG+ to -F), 10 pieces 120.00 
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083. as above but 15 trams, silver takvorins (average, VG+ to -F), 15 pieces 150.00 

084. Levon the Usurper (1363-1365), silver takvorins (average, VG+ to -F), 3 pieces 100.00 

085. Hetoum II and Levon V 2 billons, grades -VF 390,00 

086. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual trams (A.H. 639, 640) 2 pieces (-VF, VF+) 150.00 

USSR Commemorative Coins 

087. Armenian earthquake coin, 3 rubles cupro-nickel, prooflike, 1989, display case 015.00 

088. Matenadaran of Yerevan, 5 rubles cupro-nickel, prooflike, 1990. 

a With government mint display package 25.00 

b. With mint plastic envelope (sealed) 22.00 

089. One thousand yr Christianity in Russia, 3 cupro-nickel 5 ruble coins, 1988, prooflike, display case 75.00 

Bank Notes of Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) 

090. Republic of Armenia (1919), 5 rubles, BNA 111.13, Pick S657, VF 17.50 

091. Republic of Armenia (1919), 10 rubles, BNA 111.1 4.a, Pick S658, VF to F 17.50 

092. Republic of Armenia (1919), 100 rubles, BNA lll.19.b. Pick S663, VF 25.00 

093. Republic of Armenia (1920), 5000 rubles, BNA 111.31 .b. Pick S673a, EF+ 45.00 

094. Republic of Armenia (1920), 5000 rubles, BNA 111.31 .c. Pick S673, EF 35.00 

095. Republic of Armenia (1920), 250 rubles, BNA lll.34.b. Pick S669a, AU 50.00 

096. 50 ruble note. Obv.: brown allegorical dragons on the right and left. Rev.: value denomination. 125x80 mm. 

In Armenian, French, and Russian. Watermarked, BNA 111.36, Pick S675. UNC 20.00 

097. 100 ruble note. Obv.: Green doves appear in the upper left and the upper right. At the bottom is twin 

peaked Mt. Ararat. Rev.: Green eagle in the middle. Watermarked, BNA 111.37, Pick S676. UNC 25.00 

098. 250 ruble note. Obv.: purple allegorical dragons on the top. Victory flanks the bank note on the left and 

right. Rev.: purple colored maiden behind a spinning wheel; golden halo surounds her hair. At the bottom 
are two dragons. Watermarked, BNA 38, Pick 677, UNC 30.00 

Bank Notes of Socialist Soviet Repuiblic of Armenia (1923) 

099. 1 chervonetz. Obv.: black coat of arms of SSR of Armenia, two peacocks. Rev.: Peasant ploughing with a 

team of oxen. Trees, Mt. Ararat, a house ail in green. Watermarked, BNA XII. 10, Pick S687, AU 225.00 

USSR Notes, values are also printed in Armenian 

100. 1 Chervonetz, 1937, black, PI 98, UNC 101. Same, F..3.00 127. Same, VG+ 01.00 

102. 3 rubles, 1961, green-violet, P223, VF 2.00 103. Same, F 01.00 

104. Same, F 5.00 105. 20 Kopeks, 1971 or 1962 01.00 

Bank Notes of Transcaspian Provisional Government, denomination on reverse printed in Armenian 

106. 5 rubles. Pick S1 141, UNC 15.00 107. Same as , but in EF to VF grade 12.00 

108. 100 rubles. S1 145, VF+ 20.00 109. 250 rubles. S1 146, VF+ 20.00 

Postage stamps of Republic of Armenia (1992) 

Note that all profits of these philatelic material will be given to Arm. Relief Society (as we did on Armenian 
earthquake stamps of USSR) so that they can use them in Armenia on their various charitable projects. 

110. AT&T, international telecommunication, each stamp 05.50 

111. One set of 3 stamps, Mt. Ararat and Armenian flag, includes 0.20, 2.00, 5.00 units 08.50 

112. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains 20 sets of each 3 denominations 1 1 5.00 

113. Rrst day of cancellation (FDC), includes stamps listed above 1 0.00 

114. Souvenir sheet, includes 7.00 unit stamp, not included on above FDC 14.00 

1 1 5. One set of 4 stamps, definitive issue (flag, airport, Anahit, world postal union), includes 0.20, 2.00, 3.00, 

and 5.00 units 07.50 

116. Same as above, but full 4 sheets, contains 50 sets of each 4 denominations (4 full sheets) 290 00 

117. First day of cancellation (FDC), includes 4 stamps listed above 09.00 

118. One set of 4 stamps, Olympic issue, includes 0.40, 3.00, 5.00, and 12.00 units 09.75 

119. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains 15 sets of each 4 denominations 1 25.00 

120. Rrst day of cancellation (FDC), includes 4 stamps listed above 1 1 -25 

Postage Stamps Relating to Armenia and Armenians 

121 . St. Nerses Shnorhali stamps issued by Vatican, set of three 06.50 
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122 . 

123. 

124. 

125. 

127. 

128. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 


St. Nerses Shnorhali as above but corner block of four for three sets........^. 

Stamps of Soviet Armenia: M. Sarian, Erebouni, Lenin Square, Etchmiadzin, D. Anhaght, A. 

Khachadourian, Matenadaran, William Saroyan •••••• 

Comer block of four, Soviet Armenia stamps of M. Sarian, Erebouni, Lenin Square, Etchmiadzin, u. 

Anhaght, A. Khachadourian, Matenadaran, each type 

W. Saroyan, USSR, full sheet of 50 stamps ..60.00 1 26. W. Saroyan, USSR, corner block of four 

William Saroyan, USA, one full sheet of 50 stamps, in mint state 

William Saroyan, USA, four full sheets, 50 stamps per sheet,each sheet has plate number in different 

location, in mint state 85.00 129. W. Saroyan, USA, plate block of four 

William Saroyan, USA-USSR, first day cover issued by Ararat Guild 

William Saroyan, USA-USSR, Balloon cover. Balloon Post Yerevan-Leninakan 

USSR, for Armenian earthquake victims, one full sheet, contains nine blocks of four (M) 

USSR, for Armenian earthquake victims, FDC, Moscow cancellation, consists of three envelopes 

Republic of Cyprus, Armenian earthquake stamp first day cover (FDC) 


32.50 

10.00 

06.00 

10.00 

22.50 

02.00 

15.00 

35.00 

60.00 
08.00 
02.00 


Medallions and Key Chains cr, 

1 35. St. Vartan cathedral consecration silver medal with English inscription, 38 mm, 35.46 gm, 1 968 bO.uu 

136. Same as above but inscription in Armenian 60.00 

137. Komitas centennial silver medal, 38 mm, 34.75 gm, 1969 75.00 

138. 75th anniversary of the Armenian Church in America, 44 mm, 52.87 gm, 1973 100.00 

139. Same as above but in bronze 60.00 

Armenia-Los Angeles commemorative medal, bronze,.62 mm, 69.3 gm, 19'^,Temple of Garni 08.00 

Part of same series, Etchmiadzin 08.00 142. Part of same series, Zvartnots 08.00 

Part of same series, Yerevan's Armehian Memorial Monument for 1915 victims 08.00 

Part of same series, David of Sassoun 08.00 1 45. Part of same series. Government House.. 08.00 

Nos. 130 to 135, set of six medals 45.00 

75th anniversary of AGBU, 2“ diameter, 3/8" thick, 3.6 oz 30.00 

148. Nuarsag treaty medal, 150th anniversary, 1 5/8" diameter, solid silver, 30 gm 60.00 

149. Same as above but in bronze, 1984 20.00 

Fresno Numismatic Society 45th anniversary (1946-91) medal "honoring Fresno's Armenian heritage" 
and displaying David of Sassoon statue sculpted by Varaz. 22.12 grams, 38 mm, gold plated copper. 08.00 

Same as above but in silver, 31.91 gams, 38 mm 38.00 

Key chain, Tigranes the Great coin replica 5.00 1 53. Key chain, Homenutmen, Arm. scouting 05.00 

Key chain, Partsratsir-partsratsour, scouting..5.00 155. Key chain, Boghos Nubar Pasha 05.00 

Key chain, Hopenutmen of Armenian General Benevolent Union 05.00 


140 

141 

143 

144 

146 

147 


150. 

151. 

152. 
154. 
156. 


Armenian Antiquities 

157. Silver book cover: Altar design. 82x125 mm, 44.35 gm, very attractive 500.00 

158. Silver book cover: Silver plaque. 70x91 mm, 30.15 gm, nice patina 350.00 

1 59. Armenian ornamental brass work, door knob. 38 x 42 mm, spiral broken, nice patina 1 00.00 

CL1 . Crow's original coin cleaner, 16 fl. oz. In plastic container. There is no loss of metallic silver other than that 

which appears on a chemical constituent of the dissolved oxidation. Completely safe and easy to use. The 
dealer's choice 005.00 


BOOKS 


Numismatic Books 

N01 . BASMADJIAN, K. J. Numismatique generate de I'Armenie - j)Gr\fimGmp n.pmiJuiq.}nnmi9fnG u. 


^mimuiniuGfi i[bpiupbpbiui ppiuilGbp, Venice, 1936, 256 pp., 2 pis., soft covers 60.00 

N02. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia, London, 1978, 81 pp., 8 pis., cloth 25.00 

N03. ", Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia - U,pimu2i:ubuiG Gmpuwmj^bmG ppunJGbpp, Vienna, ^9S3, 52+36 pp., 

8 pis., cloth, text in Armenian 60.00 

N04. --, Armenian Coins and Medals, New York, 1971, 24 pp., illus, card covers 02.00 

N05. --, Coinage of Cilician Armenia, New York, 1962, ANS NNM 147, 494 pp., 48 pis., card covers 100.00 

N06. --, Coinage of Cilician Armenia, revised edition, 494 pp, 12 pis, 1979, cloth 35.00 

N07. --, Coinage of Cilician Armenia - hhipbibmG 2,iu}muwiuG}i ppuiiJGbpp, Vienna, 1963, 496 pp., 48 pis., 128 pp. 
text in Armenian, corpus and plates in English 60.00 


N08. --, Eighteenth Century Armenian Medals Struck in Holland, Venice, 1978, in Arm. with English summ 02.00 
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N09. Roman Coins and Medallions Relating to Armenian ~ ^lujiauiniuGfi iibpmpbpbiui fJnmJkmi^iuG ppmUGbp u 

GbpmifwGGbp, Vienna, 1971, 212 pp., 38 pis., illus., card covers 25.00 

N10. Thirty Centuries of Armenian Metal Art, New York, 1978, 24 pp., illus 02.00 

Nil. BELLINGER, Alfred. The Syrian Tetradrachm of Caracalla and Macrinus, New York, reprint, 1 981 , 1 1 8 pp., 

26 pis., cloth 26.00 

N12, CRAWFORD, Michael H. Roman Republican Coinage, London, 1975, Vol. I 579 pp., Vol. II 328 pp., 62 

tables, 80 pis., 5 line drawings, cloth 225.00 

N13. Dashian, J. Coinage of Arsacids - IXpzuiMmGfi ppimJGbpp, Vienna, 1919, 1960, 2 vols. 381 pp., soft/c.. 25.00 
N14. Dundua G. F. Numizmatika antichnoi Gruzii - HynnsMaTHKa aHTH<^HoPi r pysHH, Tbilisi, 1987, 185 

pp., 27 pis., cloth™ 12.00 

N15. DURST, Sanford J. Contemporary Gold Coins, New York, 1975, 102 pp., cloth 05.00 

N16. FUNCK, W. Munzen undMar/ren, 1965, 20 pp., soft covers 02.00 

N1 7. Handes Amsorya, Festschrift 1 887-1 987, includes six articles (1 38 pages) on Armenian numismatics, in 

Armenian, French, English, 976 pp, soft covers 130.00 

N18. ICARD, Severin. Dictionary of Greek Inscriptions, reprint, 565 pp., c\o\h 45.00 

N19. LAMPROS, Paul. Medieval Coins of Cyprus, in English, Greek, French, Chicago, 1980, 51+52+48 pp., 9 

pis., cloth 20.00 

N20. MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. The Monetary Circulation in Armenia from the Beginning to Tenth Century A.D. - 
n^puiiJiul^iuG 2 P 2 ^ttutnfJi] 9 'tnGp ^luiiuuuiiuGniiJ uljcipfig GpG^U d* p-mp (in Armenian), Vienna, 1979, 280 

pp., illus., card covers 25.00 

N21 . NEWMAN, Eric. The Early Paper Money of America, 1967, 360 pp., cloth 1 0.00 

N22. ICODEMI, Giorgio. Comune di Milano. Le Racolte Numismatiche del Castello Sforzesco. Le monete 
dell'Impero Romano. Vol. I, Da Augusto Traiand, 1938, 336 pp., tw. f.t.XVlII; Vol. II, Da Adriano ad Elio 

Cesare, 1940, 122 pp., tw, f.t.XVl, cloth 50.00 

N23. Numismatic Chronicle, London, 1987, 198+xxxiii pp., 27 pis 20.00 

N24. -, London, 1988, 294+xxxv pp., 40 pis 20.00 

N25. Numizmatika i Epigrafika - HyMnsMatHKa h Sni^rparpt^Ka, Vol. XV (1989), 184 pp., cloth 1 0.00 

N26. PETROWICZ, Alexander von. Arsaciden-Munzen, Graz, 1968, reprint, 206 pp., 25 pis., cloth. 30.00 

N27. SABBAGHIAN, Berj. Numismatic Quarries - ppmGmq.punuipuG Gmpgbp, Aleppo, 1986, 228 pp., illus., card 

covers (in Armenian) 22.50 

N28. SEAR, David R. Roman Coins and Their Values, 1964 edition, VF condition, cloth 05.00 

N29. SEKOULIAN, Au. Coinage of Gosdantin III to Levon V in Vienna Mekhitarist Museum - g^fibGGmjp Iffujij^mp- 
buiG pnuGpmpmGp irnuwmGpfiG 9>.-lUnG b. ppmGGhpp, Vienna, 1971, 90 pp., 7 pIs., cc (in Armenian)... 12.50 
N30. -, Numismatic Studies: Hetoum II, Levon III, and Oshin - 'ipmGmq.pimuiiiuG iqpiginmGGbp ^bj&mu A., IUdG 

q.. k U,i 2 f)G, Vienna, 1982, 102 pp., 9 pis., card covers 12.50 

N31. SELLWOOD, David. An Introduction to the Coinage of Parthia, second edition, London, 1980, 322 pp., 

10 pis., cloth ; 25.00 

N32. SIBILIAN, Clement. Classification of Roupenian Coins • n-muminpmfi-piG rtmpbGbmG ppmGng, Vienna, 

1892, 88+10 pp., illus., card covers (in Armenian) ^ 50.00 

N33. STEVENSON, Seth W. Dictionary of Roman Coins, 1964, 929 pp., cloth 50.00 

N34. SYDENHAM, Edward A. The Coinage of Roman Republic, reprint, NY, 1976, 343 pp., 30 pls.,cl 30.00 

N35. VASMER, Richard, Chronicle der arabischen Statthalter von Armenian under den Abbasiden, von as- 

saffach biz zur Kronung Aschot I, 750-887, Vienna, 1 931 , 1 1 8, pp., soft covers 1 3.00 

N36. Same as N35 in Armenian - d'mGuiGmlpuqpmj&fiiGG ImuuuwmGp nuwplfuiGGbpm umui£fiG UppmubrnGg opnxl, 

uiu-Uiu^^mful:G GfiG^k U> 2 nw H./j j^iugiumpbip, 750-887, Vienna, 1933, 120 pp., soft covers 13.00 

N37. WELTER, G. and SCHULMAN, H. Cleaning and Preservation of Coins and Medals, New York, 1 976, 1 1 7 

pp., cloth 11.00 

N38. WHITTING, Ph., WILLIAMS, R. and SELLWOOD. D. An Introduction to Sasanian Coins, London, 1985, 

178 pp., 16 pis., cloth 25.00 

Armenian Numismatic Society Special PubUcotions 

SP1 . BEDOUKIAN , Paul Z. Selected Numismatic Studies . Los Angeles: 1981 , 570 pp., 72 pis. cloth 35.00 

SP2. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams. Los Angeles: 1 983, 36 pp., 

12 pis. cardcovers 06.75 

SP3. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature. Los Angeles: 1984, 729 p.,cl.50.00 
SP4. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene. Los Angeles: 

1985, 37 pp., 2 pis., card covers 06.00 
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SP5. BEDOUKIAN , Paul Z. Armenian Coin Hoards. Los Angeles: 1987, 64 pp., 6 pis., card covers 08.00 

SP6. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Bank Notes of Armenia. Los Angeles: 1988, 224 pp., 192 pis., casebound 30.00 

SP7. BEDOUKIAN , Paul Z. A Hoard of Copper Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad Coins. Los 

Angeles: 1991, 30 pp., 2 pis., card covers 05.50 

ANJ. Essays on Armenian Numismatics in Memory of Father Clement Sibilian on the Centennial of His Death (the 
Sibilian volume), Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), 167 pp., XXI pis., card covers 30.00 
-, Studies in Honor of Dr. PaulZ. Bedoukian (the Bedoukian volume), Armenian Numismatic Journal, 

Series I, Vol. XV (1989), 192 pp., illus., card covers 30.00 

", Volumes l-V (1975-1979), cloth bound (one month bindery time) 82.50 

", Volumes Vl-X (1980-1984), cloth bound (one month bindery time) 62.50 

", Volumes XI-XV (1985-1989), cloth bound (one month bindery time) 85.00 

Miscellaneous Armenology Books 

A01 . BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. Armenian Books: Early Printing, New York, 1975, 24 pp, card covers 02.00 

A02. MINASIAN, M. The Armenian Alphabet, New York, 12"x14“, 154 pis., cloth 30.00 

A03. PETROSIAN, Tigran. Petrosian's Legacy, preface by Gary Kasparov, 124 p., card covers, 1990 1 2.00 

A04. TER-GHEVONDIAN, Haik. lXi)wm 2 i:uhuiG luppmiiuumfiilfi id-mq.hpji k luGnGg dmq.nuJj)y Vienna, 

Mekhitarist Press, 62 p., card covers, 1989 16.00 

A05, UdUOSUYi, 4. IJiml^uuniup pbplul^luGnl|9|nG fhuing ibqilfi, bpUiuC, 1966, 060 t2, llur»lul^luqlI, q.n66.. 15.00 

A06. ", CnjCu, fiuip bpUuiC, 1967, 1012 t2, qnp6iu6miu6 20.00 

A07. UrMJ.'ftbLSU'u, 4,uipiuq. ^.lujbpbGfi flimnnp P, bpluuC, 407 t2» lulf»lul^ulqlr 05.00 

A08. PUPtuflbO-UPSU^j, U. 9«. O^fiilmG Giuj ilf)ihuq.pmp^iiuG, P, bpUuiC, 1900, 240 t2, ua-l<q0, qpdiudmiud. 08.00 

A09. PUPShl^SUYt, 4* P'bmftmGnu NnuunnlmGnq, bpliiuG, 1983, 304 t2, i.iu|»iul^iuqir 16.00 

A10. T^UYihtlbUYi, c^^pluip. 4ujj Gnp iquippbpmlpuG iliuilmip, 1907-1981, 'Htipnii^, 1984, 184 t2, ^u/l^ 15.00 

All. T^flbPbUY), bqfi2fc* <Luiing GfiG IfpoGp IpuU GiujlpulfuiG pfiguipiuGmj»fn(^Di bpniuiuqtij, 1933, 169 t2i 

I»qi»ml^mqa 08.00 

A12. h'uO'flSbUi'u, 40uijhiul^. QGpGiuin G 2 nnJGbp, 'Otipnija-, 1971, 180 t2, fuiuiiupiupuit l|nqp 05.00 

A13. fa-hObU-ftbUYi, 3. ^.mihuubp k l^pl^GuI^^ fu^uJpbp, 4.fihCGiu, 1923, Juuuiupiupint l^nqp qnpdvudmiud 0 4.00 

A14. dbirdbUbUYi, Uulfilul^. •Rmpwliumq.pmf»bmG piqpng Up U. 'Imqmpm Ubi d'Q. piupmG, 4.bChu1^l^, 1981, 01 

t2i 13 imujuuivulj, fuumujsiupuit Irnqp -| 5 qq 

A15. U’lupftMJ.PbU'u U'hUPU'unbO'hb'u. 3m2mpimG-qpmbmG dnqmlmdm umpfn 100-iuUbiuj inpbibmGfi Giuuimuui- 
UmG Iffuhl^mpbmG lIfnupmGnij»biuG /j d.ftbGGiu, 436 t2, 1911, 40 fimjwqfiumil^uiC iorvmiuftC, 100.00 

A16. U’llPS23U‘u, b. L* <iiuing ibqilfi xqmwUmj^imG qnpdGuxlpuG iquipiuufUmGpGbpfi GbnGiupl^, bpUiuC, 1986, 288 
t2» fuiuuupiupint l^nq^2 04.00 

Antiquarian Books 

BOI . DIMOTHEOS, Le R. P. Deux ans le sejour en Abysine, 1871, 175 pp., cloth 25.00 

B02. SAVALANIAN, M. T. Question surla propriete du Convent de St. Jacques a Jerusalem, 1867, 24 pp., soft 

covers q 2 qq 

BOS. STRZYGOWSKI, Josef. Byzantinische Denkmaler III, Vienna, 1903, 126’pp.\'yn'minrstate7pap^^^^^ 

son covers 0120 00 

B04. U34,USn4.Ub|h, 4. 9-mpptiti. 'rimmUmi^fnS limpmg SbiunG Ubpnj Sfiumuf, -Rpjiuumufi, Oiup[iq, 1854, 334 t2, 
I»qI»lul^luqlr 15 00 

B05. bObbUYiah ITUPP^UP i^U-RUPhU lundbYiO. Uinmlpuq]ip Gnqb 2 uiG piuGfig, 1853, 225 t2, l^qa6 15.00 

U>pq.i^P^^ Gmjng k pmpnq^mj^fiiGp uppnjG fd'mpbfi umiupbinj, 

, 88 t2* l^^u^u^hq ^^uIqlImuI& SULULbU'u 4vuuiuCfi, ^uiinUmj^fiiH GiuUiunout uinmmGhg bpkph, 1808 

58 t2, pqpiul^uiqil 10 00 

B07. |6‘tnn^nPbU\i, Umpqliu 4.. Smqmqu Umppl^uiifiG fipmimGg k upupwmg, Ouxpfiq, 1858, 151 t2 f»qi»l|qil 08.00 
b08. Id'OrhYibUYi, Ulufilu^^. U.pwui 2 bubmG Upinmuuqpmi pmppG m i[iufuUiuGp, 4,tihCCiu, 185L, 84 t2, 06 00 

B09. diuiwUmj^fnC W fd'JiUmpmj, 1873, 288 t2, pqpiu^iuqil 20.00 

BIO. 4,UP0.U‘u 'nuiwUnif^liia Jiruij^mpmi, 1870, 70 t2, pqiiHul^iuqif 1 0 00 

B11. Smpbpp pbpmkmGmp,bmG qbpUmGbpbG ibqnifi, 4.f,bGCiu, 1890, 152 t2, l^uxqanllu6 U 2uiui 15 00 

SO'uhUbU'u, q.p^qnp^u. 9.mq Gunuuqbuifi limpmgG k iu 2 fuiupGpliu pninpwfipG ppmd bpbp &mUpnpnmmbmGg 

iqiuwUmi^fnGp, 1857, 100 t2, 08 00 

B13. 4hG ulu^mqpmI»^lG niGhgnq qppfi Up hpl^pnpq Guiup' dp}! Gmtp $100-tG ualq}) 0Gluqhu^ml^luG qpphp qGnq'jiG GIFT 
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Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 

D01. Armenian Encyclopedia-^iLujlfiui^mG umibwmliiuG ffmGpmqftwmpuiG, Yerevan, cloth 

Vol. 8, 1982, 720 pp... 45.00 Vol. 9, 1983, 720 pp 45.00 Vol. 10, 1984, 736 pp 40.00 

Vol. 11, 1985, 720 pp... 40.00 Vol. 12, 1986, 751 pp..... 35.00 Vol. [13] 1987, 688 pp.... 35.00 


Volumes 1 to 12 and supplement [13], a complete set in uncircualted state (A) 450.00 

D02. Haigazian Dictionary - hnp Amnq.fipji GmiipuqhmG ibqmft, Vol. I 1140 pp., 1979 Yerevan reprint, Vol. II 1067 

pp.,1981 Yerevan reprint, cloth 100.00 

D03. MALKHASIAN, S. ^luibpbG pmgmwpmipuG puiniupiuG, (vols. 1-4), Tehran reprint (A) 175.00 

D04. Praktische Gramatik der Armenischen Sprachee, von C. Kainz, Leipzig, 1800? cloth 10.00 

DOS. &uiiJmGmlpulffig- Gming ibqilp piugiuuipml^iuG pumiupiuG, fiiuuinp, PpUiuG, 1972, 720 t2» 20.00 

D06. English Armenian Dictionary, edited by H. H. Chakmakjian, 1326 pp, bound, reprint 60.00 

D07. 4uijiuuinuiC/7 u Gulplul^f 1 g 2 P 2 ^(^(‘^Ph wbqiuGmGGbpfi pmnmpuiG, Vol. 11, 1988, Yerevan, cloth (A) 45.00 


History 

HOI . Davis, Leslie A. The Slaughterhouse Province; An American Diplomat's Report on the Armenian 

Genocide, 1915-1917. New York, 1989, illus. cloth 30.00 

H02. HOVANNISIAN, R. G. Armenia on the Road to Independence-, 1918, Berkeley, 1969, 364 pp., cloth 42.00 

H03. -, The Republic of Armenia, Vol. I, 1918-1919, Los Angeles, 1971, 547 pp., cloth 50.00 

H04. ~, The Republic of Armenia, Vol. II, 1919-1920, Los Angeles, 1982, 603 pp., cloth 50.00 

H05. NAASR. Recent Studies in Modem Armenian H/story, -Cambridge, MA, 1971, 141 pp., cloth 06.00 

H06. SHNOROKIAN, M. H. The Armenian Genocide and Rebirth of a Nation, 1983, 30 pp., soft covers 03.00 

H07. TORIGUIAN, Sh. The Armenian Question and International Law, Beirut, 1973 editiori, 330 pp.,clloth. 15.00 

H08. Yeghishe, English translation, 154 pp., cloth 20.00 

H09. Yerevan Guide in French 00.50 

H10. U‘uSn‘ut?U‘u, Upiua. ^mwiImjg-fiiG 'nmipiuGbiuG upuwbpmqilliG, Ij. 'nnl^u, 1912, 1040 t2, iun»iul<uiqU. 25.00 

H11. U^LU9.3U.‘u, Up]iq. Impm^^mipG wbGn^ tpUiuC, 1971, 180 t2» ^^luqanuu6 04.00 

HI 2. ‘^UFPMjISU'u, 4- d* ITmpqmpwim UliuiG, dpUuiC, 1980, 136 t2, ^laqOmiud 04.00 

HI 3. q.lunal1^^. QGpmzvuuqmmmG, 1970, 025 t2» lulI»uxl^ulq^I 25.00 

H14. q.n^0Ul^t3U‘iJ, fO'npqnU. i.GpMmfimip, 1941, 382, ]umiiu|iiupuit l»nqn 10.00 

H15. t?ah0t* iuiuG g.iupn.uiGiui k fhuing iqiuwbpmqGpG, 1968, 194 t2» l»qpuil<iuq\J 07.00 

HI 6. bpUtuGp vqbinmlfmG fhuGuiiuiupuiG, 1981, 324 t2» fuumupiupmt Wp 06.00 

HI 7. i/7iu2Uij/j Jiiuunuiliupmpfnfli uqiuqpiul^iuC qh^nigmil, g,JihCCiu, 1921, j»qj»iulpuqil 15.00 

HI 8. fd'bniliLuGbu funuwmliuGnq, dpUuiC, 1983, 364 t2. iui]»iul<iuq6 16.00 

HI 9. 4U8n^‘u^, 4,iupqiuC. ppozGbp iqmuiGm]9bmG Gbs, vl.bChln^l^, 1930, 112 t2, i»qi»uil<iuqj 45.00 

H20. 4UUPU(9‘3U‘u, U., U. S>. OPt3ClinM.U, 3m. U. 'nt?SPnU3U‘u. Id-mpplnuifi iqmwGmpiiuG mpilmqdbp, dpUiuC, 

1980, 404 t2t iuipiul<uiqU 07.00 

H21. 4UUPUk>*3U‘u, IT. GjuiwGiu-GGiuqftunuliiuG mumUGmufipmmmGGbp, dpUuiC, 1986, 280 t2, iuq»ui^uiqiJ 09.00 

H22. UU.f9‘t?d,nU3U‘u, f>. h. Siu 2 }ip 2npmqbw, tJpUuiC, 1982, 166 t2, pqpull^ulqa 07.00 

H23. UrUPShPnU3U‘u, u. 4uipimp op fi^Cq hpl<pnur, tpUiuC, 1966, 50 t2 00.50 

H24. U’flM.UtUtjU'u, 'TUnCq. lonjifi b/Jip^Z/fauiC fi^mqminpGbpm iqiuuiGmpfnGpf 'l.tihCCui, 1923, 93 t2, I»ql<q6 08.00 

H25. UU‘uU‘u‘T3U‘u, 4lul^np. bplibp, t?., bpUmC, 1984, 016 t2, llUI»lul^luq6 25.00 

H26. -, bplibp, 2.; tJpUiuC, 1984, 386 t2t ltuI»lul^luqa 18.50 

H27. ObPtXS., l^^Gmu. ikqquiipG Ouipliq, 1927, 48 t2, qnp6ui6nuu6 01.50 

H28. UlTPUS UmPUTltSh Siupbqfipp, tLhChuitil<, 1956, 269 t2, i»qi»uil<uiqa 25.00 

H29. USt?0U‘ut;U.‘u, 3. ^.uiilnuliuiG ppo 2 iuliGbp k qpGuiG 2 uiGGbp, I»qplul^ulq6: IXju ‘j-fip.pil uuiuin.$ub^ b'. 'Lbputmuf- 

LIH^ b pbpPfi tip A/*/' A J 0 q.nt.ujbtu^ujppt IT bp ph p-b pgnqhb pm. oginlth ^uiJuip lip m putd luq.pb'U p 

unpi ^og.m.iuif lu jut p p jtU pn uu ut u^ut utG^lt p, np bnu iiiTutlt Ab.uti.n pnutir <pnuut $1.25 (ANS) 03.00 

H30. ilmqqbG ^luipuiiqbw Gwwg, q]ip|i hpl^pnpq, t20^ul6^C, 1968, 318 t2» l<uiqJmux6 08.00 

H31. a>tPbUL U. ^luiiuimufiGumi^biuG qiuiiwGjipGbpu, U. %ihu, 1914, 299 t2, ujlul^ulu 06.00 

Literature, Poetry, Novel, Fiction 

L01 . GRANIAN, Puzant. My Land, My People, Los Angeles, 1978, 146 pp., card covers 07.00 

L02. OSHAGAN, Vahe. The English Influence on Western Armenian Literature in the Nineteenth Century, 

Cleveland, 1982, 53 pp., card covers 04.00 

L03. TOUMANIAN, Hovhannes. The Bard of Loree, London, 119 pp., cloth 06.00 
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L04. U'uaPtJtJM,, lhnC^T>. GpUuiC, 1986, 380 t2, llu^»ull^luqU 03.00 

LOS. U1»0'P(Tljn’l,, PnCux. 9 .u/ji /7 fibwpbpm( k fa'fnimp q.UOT'UP. U^riiuGfiuwmGp bpMGfili uuul^, tpUmC, 1986, 34^^ 

t2, ' 

L06. q.UltU'RbUPtU'u, Suipnifi^ Opbp b pbGpbp, 1965, 417 t2, aoCnimd, llUI^ull^luqU nn 

L07. 9.UPUl4tOat?U‘u, 4,iuqkpbu. llbiuGpftG qmqiuGbn, Inu UCfikipu, 1981, 151 t2> }uuiuapuipuit l^nqp.... 06.00 

LOS. 9.tO((M:. Xmpmiibufbpy q.ul6^pt, 1953, 362 t2* tuumupuipuil; l^nqp 

L09. O.UOSlJ'ua, n>mGiiquipGbpf} IpuG^p, t?pUmC, 1984, 538 t2, ^^luqanul^ ^ 

L10. fVUPSU’u, iivupquiCq. \XpdM ^rnuuimpiulpuGfi, t?pUiuC, 1988, 832 t2, ^^ulqanlm6 10.00 

L11. |3‘nMrU‘ut?U‘u, 3. VmwiliU npul^iuGn, 1981, 16 qmCuunp t2» luiuiuipuipuit l<nqp 03.00 

LI 2. (<)‘‘ijllCP3U‘u UnCui. UxuflmGp, t?pkuiG, 1982, 290 t2. luipiu^iuqO 05.00 

LI 3. MJU4Ul4t?U'u, Uibinfip. IXpUfi ilow^ 20 qmCuunp t2, luuiiuipiupuit l(nqp 04.00 

LI 4. lUlTUPf3'P‘u, />ui^)uijtz, bl. ‘nnitiu, 1927, 261 t2, iuii9uil<iuqU 04.00 

LI 5. 4Un^'nUU‘iJ, q.. Slpmumiq quiGqp, U. 'niqtiu, 1923, 181 t2, l(^pullnp luiuuupmpui l^ulqa 03.00 

LI 6. qnh'OPP'li. UmiiuiJfij», q. Tlrqhu, 1922, 96 t2 01.50 

LI 7. -i.UU'Ul. IkGnmGpfiG i/tfirC, 175 t2. l^'^rlP^ u^ml^luu, luii 02.00 

LI 8. 4U3q, ^.uiipbGfi ifuuiG, U fiuip, iptqCo 126 t2, tuuumpmpuit ^^nqp 06.00 

L19. A 6uunnp, Tinuf^nC, 1947, 254 t2» llUI»ull^luqU 08.00 

L20. q.^pI»op. MGumG bpbp, 143 t2i u^ull^luu, qnp6iudmui6 01.00 

L21. 4nq.Ul303U‘u, r>mpbC. diujbpc, t?pbuiC, 1980, 40 t2, pqi^uilpuqJ 00.75 

L22. OU^.t'u, Ubqplul^• -Riup tdpipnu, 7b^pni]», 1987, 51 t2i 5oCmui6 01.25 

L23. an'0U‘u3U‘u, Up 2 iul<. tfpi/bp, tJpUuiC, 1988, 883 t 2 » luii^iulpuqJ 16.00 

L24. 'llbSPnUSU'u, t?pi(iuCq. b i^n^pfi GmufiG, 30 t2> tuuiuupiupuit l^nqp 00.50 

L25. SM.lj'u, Uiupli. UppiuiuiqGp b luqpuiinp, t?pUuiG, 1980, 24 t2» l^uiqJmiud 03.00 

L26. UngjiuiijiuinLulfiuG bpl^pGbpfi dn^mlppuilpuG Gbpfnuj»Gbp, t?pUiuG, 1986, 266 t2> 3>b\fipu q«inqmGiuxG, 

p-qpiul^iuqJ 01.50 

L27. 'RniP'uS, ImuGiupiup, tJpUuiG, 1985, 692 t2» luq^uiliiuqa 02.00 

Archaeology, Architecture, Miniature Painting, and Art Albums 

M01 . ABRAHAMIAN, V. A. Armenian Jewelry Art, Yerevan, 1 983, 224 pp., 154 color plates, in Armenian, 

Russian, and English, cloth 20.00 

M02. Aghtamar, 96 color plates by R. K. Lampien, 52 pp. text by St. Mnatsakanian, 21x30 cm, Erebouni, cloth 

text in Armenan, 1985. (see also Ml 8 and M32) 35.00 

M03. AKINIAN, Nerses. Das Skevra-Evangelier von Jahre 1197 auftbewahrt, im Archive des Armenischen 

Erzbistmus Lenberg, 32 pp., 18 illus., in Armenian 10.00 

M04. Ararat, 29x31 cm, 96 pp., in color, 47 various scenes of Mt. Ararat, card covers 1 2.00 

M05. Armenian Soviet Republic, color album, 113 illus., Yerevan 1977, cloth 05.00 

M06. BEREGOVAIA, A. Soviet Union Archaeolgy, Cambridge, MA, 1966, 178 pp, 27 pis, cloth 22.00 

M07. DARVISH (Andre Sevrougian), printr a. Sayat Nova type, superb color, 40x60 cm, Tamar in Sayat 

Nova's dream.$25.00; b. iyedd/ng..$25.00; c. -, Sayat Nova playing musical instrument 25.00 

M08. M07a, b, c, three of them together 60.00 

M09. DAVTIAN, Serik. 9'pilmqGbp Gmilpul^uiG i//7fCiu;^uipjiuC IfppmnmlfuiG lupilbuinfi vqmtnGmj^imG, Yerevan, 1981, 

180 pp., 184 illus., cloth 15.00 

M10. GHAFADARIAN, Koryun. The Architecture of Argishtikhli City, in Am\en\an, 161 pp., 25 illus., c.c 07.50 

DOCUMENTS OF ARMENIAN ARCHITECTURE, in color, 27x27 cm, text in Italian, English, Armenian, card covers. 

Mil. No. 1, Haghbat, 47 pp., 52 pis., 1968. 20.00 M12. No. 2, Khatchkar, 63 pp., 64 pis., 1969 20.00 

M13. No. 3, Sanahin, 47 pp., 27 pis., 1970.. 20.00 M14. No. 4, S. Thadei Vank, 72 pp, 50 pis, 1971... 20.00 

Ml 5. No. 5, Amberd, 56 pp., 36 pis., 1972.. 20.00 Ml 6. No. 6, Gheghart, 72 pp., 25 pis., 1973 20.00 

Ml 7. No. 7, Goshavank, 64 pp, 25 pi, 1974. 20.00 Ml 8. No. 8, Aghtamar, 120 pp., 80 pis., 1974 32.00 

Ml 9. No. 9., Ererouk, 76 pp., 26 pis, 1977.. 20.00 M20. No. 10, S. Stepanos, 71 pp., 37 pis., 1980... 20.00 

M21. No. 11, Ketcharis, 60 pp, 31 pis., 1982.20.00 M22. No. 12, Ani, 104 pp., 74 pis., 1984 32.00 

M23. No. 13, Haghartzin, 57 p, 26 pi, 1984.. 20.00 M24. No. 14 Amaghou-Noravank, 64 pp, 28 pis '86.20.00 

M25. No. 15, Kasakhi Vanker, 76 pp, 35 pis. 20.00 M26. No. 16, Ptghni/Arduch, 76 pp., 44 pis, '86.... 20.00 

M27. No. 17, Gandzasar, 70 pp., 42 pis, '87. 20.00 M28. No. 18, Sevan, 90 pp., 54 pis., 1987 32.00 

M29. No. 19, Gharabagh 110 pp, 54 pl.'88.. 32.00 M30. No. 20, Sorhul, 111 pp., 65 pis. 1989 32.00 

M31. Mil to M30, {DAA Nos. 1 to 20), complete set 0400.00 

M32. Achtamar, German edition, 144 pp., 98 pis., 11 drawings 32.00 
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Armenian Coins and Books 


Bulletin No. 16 


M33. Etchmiadzin Album, 1981, 80 color pis., card covers 10.00 

M34 Ghazarian, Manya. Armenian Carpet, Erebouni editions, 1988, 288 pp., 200 full rugs pictured in color, 

12“x8 5/8", heavy duty cloth binding 50.00 

M35. GRIGORIAN, Artsvin. Sovremennaia arkhitectura Armenii, Yerevan, 1983, 18 pp., illus, in Russian, cl. 06.00 
M36. GRIGORIAN, G. Album, Yerevan, 1983, 46 pis., b/w and color, in Armenian, Russian and English, cl.. 1 0.00 

M37. HAROUTUNIAN, V. M. Etchmiadzin, 47 pp., in Armenian, Russian, French, card covers. 05.25 

M38. KHACHATRIAN, T. S. Artikskii nekropol, in Russian, Yerevan, 1979, 404 pp., text 107 pp., the rest all 

plates, cloth. 15.00 

M39. Matenadaran, 27 pis, 20 pp. text, card covers 02.00 

M40. Sovetakan Hayastan color album, 113 illus, 1977, cloth 05.00 

M41 . TIGRANIAN, Edmond. Gabriel Ter-Mikaelian, yerevan, 1981 , 84 pp., 64 illus. of architectural works, 

in Armenian, cloth 06.00 

M42. Treasures of Etchmiadzin, 1984, 424 pis. in color, 25x32 cm, text in English, Russian, Armenian, 

Editions Erebouni, cloth 60.00 

M43. Weavers, Merchants and Kings; The Inscribed Rugs of Armenia, 1 984, 21 1 pp., 68 pis. in color, 

23x31 cm, card covers 30.00 


Periodicals 

P01. Pmqiliuilinii-Bazmavep. 1974, Nos. 3-4; 1975, Nos. 1-4. Each quarterly issue 07.00 

P02. Ipuipbp nmumpmUmifiua qjiwmj^imGGbpft-Lraber Hasarakakan Gitutyunneri. 1966, Nos. 1-2; 1979, Nos. 2-6, 

8-12; 1980, Nos. 1, 2, 4-10, 12. Each monthly issue .' •. 02.00 

P03. 4,iu}pbGfip lXiiumqi)p-Hairenik Monthly. Cloth bound in gray binding, the logo of periodical is printed on the 
cover. Some of the early issues are scarce and very hard to find. It will make an excellent additon to the 
library of a discriminating collector who is interested in periodicals (C). 


Vol. 


I 

1923 

Nos. 1-12 

1 

1924 

1-12 

III 

1925 

1-12 

IV 

1926 

1-12 

V 

1927 

1-12 

VI 

1928 

1-12 

VII 

1929 

1-12 

IX 

1931 

1-12 

X 

1932 

1-12 

XI 

1933 

1-12 

XII 

1934 

1-12 

XIII 

1935 

1-12 

XIV 

1936 

1-12 

XV 

1937 

1-12 

XVI 

1938 

1-12 

XVII 

1939 

1-12 

XXI 

1943 

1-6 

XXVI 

1948 

1-4, 9-12 

XXVII 

1949 

5-12 

XXVIII 

1950 

1-12 

XXIX 

1951 

1-12 

XXX 

1952 

1-12 

XXXI 

1953 

1-8 

XXXII 

1954 

1-4 

XXXIII 

1955 

1-12 


bound in 


2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 


books 


55.00 

52.00 

49.00 

46.00 

43.50 

41.25 

39.00 

37.00 

35.00 

33.50 

32.00 
30.75 

29.50 

28.25 

27.00 

26.00 
10.00 
16.00 

15.25 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 
14.00 

14.00 

20.00 


ALL ABOVE, P03 700.00 

P04. 'nunnUiu-PiuGiuufipiuiiiuG ^.uiGpbu-Patma-Banasirakan Handes. 1979, Nos. No. 1; 1980, Nos. 1, 2; 1981, 

Nos. 1, 4; 1982, Nos. 1-4; 1983, No. 1; 1984, No. 2; 1985, No. 2; 1986, Nos. 1-4; 1987, Nos. 1, 3, 4; 1988, 

Nos. 2-4; 1989, Nos. 1, 3; 1990, 2,3 Each single issue 7.00 

P05. VpnG-Sion. 1979, Nos. 3-10; 1980, Nos. 5-12; 1982, Nos. 3-8; 1983, Nos. 1-6; 1985, Nos. 1-3, 10-12; 

1987, Nos. 1-12. Each monthly issue I-SO 


Donate Aimenian numismatic books to your local library 
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